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CD Launching
Bengal Foundation will hold
ceremonies for launching of eight
more CDs at the Bengal Shilpalaya.
The schedule s as follows:
February 23 at 6:30 pm
Gonosangeet album Himalaya
Thekey Sundarban.
Rabindrasangeet album Eshechhi
Tomar E Darey by lgbal Ahmed
February 24 at 6:30 pm
Rabindrasangeet album Aamarey
Jodi Jagaley Aaji by Mita Haque
February 25 at 6:30 pm
Rabindrasangeet album Aamar E
Path by IffatAra Dewan

Film

The Embassy of the Republic of
Korea in Dhaka has planned to hold
shows of Korean films on regular
monthly basis from March. This
show will provide opportunity to
people to learn about Korean
culture and language. The film
show will be held at the auditorium
of the Korean Embassy on the 1st
Sunday of each month at 5 p.m.
The schedule up to May has been
declared as follows:

March 2

Nowhere to Hide

April 6

The Foul King

May 4

My Heart

Allfilms are subtitled in English.

PHOTO: AP
US actors George Clooney
and Sam Rockwell (R) pose for
photographers during the
presentation of their lastest
movie called 'Confessions of a
Dangerous Mind' in Madrid on
February 19.

Celebrating the freedom of expression
18th National Street Theatre Festival

JAHANARA NURI

UR freedom of
expression is often
strangulated by fear.

Our pens are afraid of pouring
ink to form words, should it turn
into our own blood. Our paper
fears to print our real emotions,
should my machine be put
under lock and key not to print at
all. Our friends and colleagues
fear to stand beside, should
they need to turn the face aside
pretending | am unknown to
them.

The rays of rebellious sun
never stops rising up and taking
hold of its own empire - the sky.
This was the theme, which ran
through the plays performed at
the 18" National Street Theatre
festival organized by the Group
Theatre federation in Bangla-
desh.

Many of us are efficient
actors playing necessary roles,
as the weathercock of dirty
politics changes direction. Many
great actors are out there on
stage with tenacious shadows
of endless poverty behind. The
stains of misuse of people's
resources are visible in their
own lives.

When the world is at the door
of another world war with the
mockery of the latest drama
titted as "new liberal Globaliza-
tion of war against terrorism".
One's dream is a nightmare for
millions.

"My fortune is as are the
locks of my beloved.

The more | seek to untangle
them, the more tangled they
become

There can be no life so
distressed with interference

That neither can | gain peace
by laughter, nor hasten
tomorrow with tears."

This is what we grieve for
today. Heroes are made villains
when villains take the roles of
heroes and now they represent
us in the world. After struggling

for hundreds of years to
eliminate the Black Act to
control theatrical performances,
passed by the British rulers
during the colonial time, we
persuaded the withdrawal the
act. Still now the fight goes on.

The gradual disowning of the
freedom fighters and women's
roles during the liberation, the
painful search of the souls of the
martyrs of the language
movement: all were there in the
dialogues, designs and story
lines at the 18" National Street
Theatre festival. AImost all the
plays were on social and
political issues covering the
recurring theme of people who
want to speak out against all
odds.

Most of the plays depict what
goes on in the society. A
mockery of farmers' develop-
ment project is depicted in
Aranyak Natyadal's play "Ponta

Akali". In the plays such as
"Tatal' by Udichi, 'Tasher Desh'
by Lok Natya Dal, 'Mama E Sab’
by Mukta Mancha theatre, "Ei
Piriti Sei Piriti Noy' by Theatre
Workshop, Chittagong projects
the reality where the double
standard leaders and the social
prejudices they preach, are the
biggest obstacle of national
progress in the third world.

But we also would argue that
writers do more justice to the
characters and particularly
women characters. Less
presence of women characters
and women performers as usual
was experienced in the festival
this year. There were tremen-
dous responses from the
audience, particularly in the
Rabindra Sarobar stage near
the Dhanmondi Lake.

In the play 'Pangshu’, which
portrayed Simi's harassment by
the local mastans and the police

officers, proves that women
protagonists exude an
extraordinary power to the
theatre. But it could result in just
the opposite when the story line
and the analysis is relatively
weak and prejudiced with
melodramatic actions, as we
have seen in 'Ekjon Biranganar
Galpo' by the Kallol Natya
Sangstha from Narsingdi.

It is hoped that more district-
based street theatre festivals
would fight the negative forces.
We hope that the Bangladesh
Theatre Federation would
generate the necessary positive
force. Appreciation goes to the
Bengal Foundation for
supporting such an affirmative
effort.

Jahanara Nuri is a theatre activist of Aranyak
Natyadal.
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The 7th 'Juke Box’

ELITA KARIM
I F music be the food of love,

play on

--William Shakespeare.

One is never sure of whether
Shakespeare referred to music
or to love, when he mentioned
the above in his "Twelfth Night'.
Well today, both 'music' and
'love’ happen to lug along a
whole lot of exciting animation,
affairs plugged with dancing
and plain, simple fun.

Aldous Huxley had once
pointed out that 'After silence
that which comes nearest to
expressing the inexpressible is
music.' After the holidays of 'Eid-
al- Azha', the 17th evening of
February 2003 was just another
bundle of music, dance and
entertainment for the crowd of
Dhaka city. Close up 'Juke Box'
came up with its 7th concert at
the BCIC Auditorium. The
audience was packed with
people from all ages to enjoy
and 'roll' with 'Strangers', Kaniz
Subarna and 'Bangla’. Ranging
from a toddler to a granny, the
spectators were actually
tapping their feet to the rhythm
and truly enjoying the leisure
time taken out from their
otherwise busy schedule. The
Close up 'Juke Box' organisers
also tried their very best in
maintaining 'peace' and security

amongst the crowd and also the
performers.

'Strangers' served the
engaging appetizers to the
crowd. Beginning with four of
their own numbers, they went
on to perform a few popular
western numbers. 'Strangers' is
one of the up coming bands in
Dhaka. They experiment with
hard rock, soft rock and blues.
The band portrayed a lot of
enthusiasm with their music,
and while talking to them, they
even mentioned that they plan
to bring out a music album in the
near future. Well, good luck to

Anushay

them!

Next in line, Kaniz Subarna,
the very popular solo singer
rocked the hall along with the
crowd. With her attractive new

Kaniz Subarna

look, Kaniz conquered time with
her gripping voice and sensual-
ity. She danced to her own tunes
and had everyone doing the
same. Kaniz sang many of her
own numbers and also a few
western ones and actually took
the crowd through a maze of
different feelings with her
versatile, peppy as well as
soothing- to- the- soul numbers.
Next popped 'Bangla’,
probably the most long- awaited
band, for which even elderly men
and women sang out with passion
and zeal. 'Bangla’', very much
known to all in the country today,
did not only bring out the ardor
but also a touch of culture as well
with their music. With Anushay's
tone grounding everyone to their
seats, fans rocked along with the
very popular Kaala re and many
other popular numbers from their
newly released album. Wonders
from Buno, Karthik, Shantanu
and Tipu left the audience
gawking and asking for more.
While speaking to Bangla, one
may notice their friendly and
open attitude while relating to
their future concerts and future
plans. Anushay, the vocal of
Bangla feels that it is impor-
tant to express what one feels
and avoid all kinds of artificial-
ity. Bangla was looking
forward to their first ever
performance at the Army
Stadium on February 20.
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