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RECOMMENDATIONS

CD Launching
Bengal Foundation will hold
ceremonies for launching of eight
more CDs at the Bengal Shilpalaya.
The scheduleis as follows:

February 20 at 6:30 pm

Nazrulgeeti album Khunji Tarey
Aami Aaponay by Sharmin Shathi

Islam

February 23 at 6:30 pm

Gonosangeet album
Thekey Sundarban.

Himalaya

Rabindrasangeet album Eshechhi
Tomar E Darey by Igbal Ahmed

February 24 at 6:30 pm

Rabindrasangeet album Aamarey
Jodi Jagaley Aaji by Mita Haque

February 25 at 6:30 pm

Rabindrasangeet album Aamar E

Path by IffatAra Dewan
Film

The Embassy of the Republic of
Korea in Dhaka has planned to hold
shows of Korean films on regular
monthly basis from March. This
show will provide opportunity to
people to learn about Korean

culture and language.

The film

show will be held at the auditorium
of the Korean Embassy on the 1st
Sunday of each month at 5 p.m.
The schedule up to May has been

declared as follows:
March2

Nowhere to Hide
April 6

The Foul King

May 4

My Heart

Allfilms are subtitled in English.

PHOTO: AFP
US actor/producer Nicolas
Cage (L) and star Kevin
Spacey of the US arrive for the
premiere of the film "The Life
of Dvid Gale" on February 18
in the Universal City area of
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Ekushey

Then and now...

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

HE Krishnachura trees will

be in full bloom once again.

All around the Dhaka

university campus the sprouting

greenery, the Jarul and

Radhachura trees with its vibrant

purple and yellow contrasting the

bright blue sky will announce the
beginning of Boshonto.

As we mark the 51st year of our

Sheikh Luthfur Rahman

language movement, its easy to
see how little has changed in how
we observe Ekushey, the unfor-
gettable atoyifalgun....

....It seems like yesterday.
Rehearsals for the Ekushey had
started a month back and was
going on in full swing. A group of
more than forty students were
busy as usual for the performance
on the big day ahead. A group of
girls were busy discussing whatto
wear at the function. Obviously it
would have to be white saree with
black border. The boys would
wear white paijama panjabee and
a black shawl. A black badge
made from satin ribbons would be
pinned to the dress as a mark of
respect for the martyrs of the
language movement. Bouquets
which were to be placed at the
graveyard and at the Shaheed
Minaar were ordered beforehand.

Our music teachers made sure
that rehearsals were rather
exhaustive. "Chayanaut" would
have to stage the best musical
show in town at the Central
Shaheed Minaar. Lyrical themes

communal harmony were chosen
for the occasion. It would have to
be passionate, bold and appeal-
ing.

Since its inception Chayanaut
has undoubtedly played an impor-
tant role in the cultural history of
Bangladesh. The then-Pakistani
ruling clique had made repeated
attempts to put a brake on our
cultural advancement and
imposed restrictions on the ongo-
ing cultural movement. In 1961,
the birth centenary of Tagore was
observed with mass enthusiasm
despite opposition from the ruling
junta. As an inevitable conse-
guence Chayanaut made its debut
as an expression of our cultural
identity.

It was a time when songs con-
taining mythological themes were
not allowed to be aired on radio
and T.V. Songs by Tagore and Kazi
Nazrul Islam were under strict
scrutiny.

In spite of all obstruction people
began to participate spontane-

ously and enjoy the seasonal
programs on monsoon, spring,
Pohela Baishak, the birth and
death anniversaries of Tagore and
Nazrul, fund raisers for the flood
victims and other similar pro-
grams. This played a majorrole in
inspiring the Bengalis to identify
with their roots and indicated the
unity and the popular support for
the cultural movement.

Songs for February 21, like
amaar protibader bhasha,
biplober roktey raanga, jonotaar
shongram, o kokil rey, Jessore
Khulna Dhaka Barisal, rokto
shimul topto polash were sung in
chorus. O amaar desher mati, eki
oporup, apon kajey, nai nai bhoi,
ekbaar tora ma bolia daak, jodi tor
daak shuney keo na asey and the
like were mostly sung by individual
artists.

The opening song on February
21 was amaar bhai er roktey
rangano. On that day we would
wake up before sunrise and gather
at our music school. From there

we walked barefoot to the Cen-
tral Shaheed Minar and placed
wreaths. Programs of other cul-
tural organizations started much
earlier. Usually our program was
scheduled on the eve of February
21.

Igbal Ahmed, Mahmudur
Rahman Benu, Golam Murshed,
Yafez Ahmed, Iffat Ara Dewan,
Talappu, Shaheen Samad,
Sakera Ahmed, Milia Ghani,
Selina Malek, Dalia Nausheen,
Ruhi, Sarwat, Rana Mahmood,
Nadera Omar, l|ktiar Omar,
Minakshi, Sonia and so many of us
were the regular performers.

It was a time when we were
blessed with the best tutors of
music. Wahidul Huque, Zahidur
Rahim, Sohrab Hossain, Sanjida
Khatun, and of course the indomi-
table Sheikh Luthfur Rahman.
Despite his frail figure, his walking
disability, he commanded respect
from all around him. Luthfar
Rahman was a great composer,
teacher and man with a melodi-
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Chayanaut perfoming 'Gonoshangeet’ on the occasion of first Independence Day celebrations

ous voice. He made a great contri-
bution in tuning geet, gazals and
later on, the patriotic songs in his
collection of songs.

A number of songs composed
by him from jonotaar songram
cholbei to biplober roktey raanga
have been and still are a source of
inspiration throughout the cultural
movement of our country. Luthfur
bhai was a very meticulous
teacher. He made sure that each
of his students understood the
inner meaning of the lyric and
sang whole-heartedly. Every
single detail of the song from its
throwing to harmonization was
done over and over again until we
sang with full confidence and
vigor.

While Wahid Bhai was busy
making the schedule of the
programme, Luthfur bhai, Zahed
bhai and Sanjida apa worked
untiringly on our lessons. It was
not possible for Luthfar bhai to
climb the stairs of our five storied
school. So the entire group had to
be shifted downstairs in a big room
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Ekushey back in 1969: Chayanaut performing at the Central Shahid Minar

enthusiastic students. Sohrab
Hossain our teacher and the man
with a legendary voice was full of
jokes and laughter. He would call
Luthfar bhai "Taimur Lang"
because of his walking handicap.
Luthfar bhai called him "Khorap"
Hossain, kharap meaning bad! At
times Zahid ur Rahim a well built
man with the most powerful voice,
would start up a big fight and punch
the bulging belly of  Sohrab
Hossain in front of his students and
we would all rolldown in laughter. At
the same time we were taught to
maintain strict discipline and

still afresh of the open air concerts
we used to have at the Central
Shaheed Minaar on Ekushey.

So little has changed. Very few
of us walk without a heavy heart,
barefoot, in the early hours of the
morning, with the never-to-be
forgotten songs of Ekhushey on
our lips. We still sit spellbound
before the Shaheed Minar, listen
to the inspiring songs, the poems,
the dramas performed with such
heartfelt passion. In all this it is
impossible to forget those who
had braved all resistance to work
to preserve the memories of

respectourteachers. Ekushey.
These were the teachers who Ekushey is now recognized as
were trying to reshape our cultural  the International Mother Lan-

world. Archaic tradition-bound
music of the indoors was popular-
ized and presented at open air
concerts. The programs at
Shaheed Minaar, Ramna or the
Boldha garden were organised
with great enthusiasm.

These legendary figures in
music inculcated a sense of pride
in our mother tongue. After almost

guage Day. There are very few
instance in history, if at all, of a
rebellion for the right to speak in
one's mother tongue. For the
millions who have not witnessed
the uprising, the Shaheed Minar
and the undying cultural activities
will forever remain as its unshake-
able symbol.
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