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RECOMMENDATIONS

Islam

April 6
May 4

My Heart
Allfilms are subtitled in English.

CD Launching
Bengal Foundation will hold
ceremonies for launching of eight
more CDs at the Bengal Shilpalaya.
The schedule s as follows:
February19at6:30 pm
Rabindrasangeet album Aamar
Mon Cheye Roy by Aditi Mohsin
February 20 at 6:30 pm
Nazrulgeeti album Khunji Tarey
Aami Aaponay by Sharmin Shathi

February 23 at 6:30 pm
Gonosangeet album Himalaya
Thekey Sundarban.
Rabindrasangeet album Eshechhi
Tomar E Darey by lgbal Ahmed
February 24 at 6:30 pm
Rabindrasangeet album Aamarey
Jodi Jagaley Aaji by Mita Haque
February 25 at 6:30 pm
Rabindrasangeet album Aamar E
Path by IffatAra Dewan

Film

The Embassy of the Republic of
Korea in Dhaka has planned to hold
shows of Korean films on regular
monthly basis from March. This
show will provide opportunity to
people to learn about Korean
culture and language. The film
show will be held at the auditorium
of the Korean Embassy on the 1st
Sunday of each month at 5 p.m.
The schedule up to May has been
declared as follows:

March 2

Nowhere to Hide

The Foul King

PHOTO: REUTERS
A model displays an outfit by
British fashion designers
Boudicca during their
autumn/winter 2003/04 show at
London Fashion Week in central

Endeavour

A tale of a mother and her martyred son

The Liberation War Museum preserves mementos of
another martyr of the Liberation War

HARUN UR RASHID

HE Liberation War Museum
recently received some invalu-
able mementos bearing remi-
niscence of yet another martyred

freedom fighter named Azad. A few of
Azad's hand-written letters to his

Shahid M Ahmed Chowdhury Azad
(11 July 1946-30 August 1971)

mother, some books that he pos-
sessed while he was a student at the
University of Karachi, and a few other
documents were given to the Libera-
tion War Museum at Shegun Bagicha
for preservation and display for the
visitors. Professor Anisuzzaman
received the keepsakes on behalf of
the Museum. Noted writer Anisul
Haque, theatre personality Nasiruddin
Yusuf, several freedom fighters and
many others were present at the
memento handover ceremony of
February 6.

Only a few months ago,
Magfaruddin Ahmed Chowdhury
Azad had been a name familiar only
within a very small circle of freedom
fighters like Nasiruddin Yusuf, Kazi
Kamal, Khaled Ahmed, Ulfat and
others. Azad was their co-fighter in the
Liberation War of Bangladesh in 1971.
But a novel entitted Maa (Mother),
written by Anisul Haque and published in
the Eid-ul-Fitr special issue of the
Prothom Alo, brought before the people
of the country a story of an undaunted
heroand his equally brave mother.

Azad had once promised to write a
book on his mother telling how she
painstakingly reared him up. But

mother died in 1985 long after her son
had died in the Liberation War of
Bangladesh. Her biography, in the
form of a novel, however, came out
towards the end of 2002.

Writer Anisul Haque said at the
event how he had come to know about
the mother of Azad from Nasiruddin
Yusuf. The latter asked him to com-
pose a drama on the painful but inspir-
ing life of Azad's mother, who had lost
her only son in the Liberation War.
Anis, however, made up his mind to
write a novel. Soon after he had so
decided and Yusuf acquiesced, Anis
realised that he had too little informa-
tion about Azad and his mother to write
a ful-length novel. So, he started
talking to the freedom fighters and a
few of Azad's relatives. He learnt that
the mother's name was Shafia
Begum. Azad participated in the
Liberation War as a guerrilla fighter for
operations mainly in Dhaka. It was his
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mother who inspired him to join the
war. Unfortunately, in the middle of the
war, on August 30, Azad was caught
by the Pakistan Army and was sent to
jail.

One day, when Shafia Begumwent
to see Azad at the prison, Azad told her
that the Pakistan army were torturing
him to bring out secrets about his
troop-members and their plans. Shafia
Begum asked her son to safeguard
the secrets at any cost. Azad asked
his mother to bring rice when she
would come next. The mother came
the next day, with a tiffin-carrier con-
taining rice and Azad's favourite
dishes with her. Meanwhile, Azad was
shifted from that prison to some
unknown place. Shafia Begumwentto
all possible places for any news of her
son, but there was none. Azad never
came backto her.

The loss of her only son weighed
heavily on the mother. She never took
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Azad at Karachi University

rice for the rest of her life. She never lay
on a bed either, as the memory of her
sononthefloorwastoo muchtobear.

At the memento hand-over cere-
mony, all speakers expressed gratitude
to Anis for accomplishing such a note-
worthy task that had been long due.
Nasiruddin Yusuf termed Shafia
Begum another mother-icon like
Begum Sufia Kamal and Shahid Janoni
Jahanara Imam. The latter's martyred
son Rumi was also a co-fighter with
Azad. Till the last day Jahanara Imam
often visited Shafia Begum. Shafia
Begum lived the last days of her life in
poverty, but her mental courage was so
strong that she nevertook any help from
anyone. She defied all earthly offerings.
Ironically she died the very day freedom
fighters had come to give money col-
lected for hertreatment.

At the end of the ceremony, Shimul
Yusuf rendered three songs in honour
of all freedom fighters and those who
had to sacrifice their nearand dear ones
in the war. She first sang 'Aji Bangla-
desh-er hridoy hotey'. Anis informed
thatAzad's mother often used toask her
niece Kochi to sing this song, which
made her lost in some nostalgic and
painful feeling for her martyred son. All
freedom fighters present at the event
sang in chorus with her. Shimul then
sang another song that projects a girl's

brother, who went to the war and never
cameback.

This sad tale of mother-and-son is
indicative of how many more valiant
people must be there whose identities
still remains unknown and unpaid
even after thirty-two years of Inde-
pendence. Nasiruddin Yusuf said at
the event that through this novel the
Bangali have found the 'Mother Cour-
age' like the mother in Bertolt Brecht's
Mother Courage or Maxim Gorky's
The Mother.

No doubt the recognition ofAzad as
a martyr of our Liberation War and that
of Shafia Begum as a mother who
made the supremest sacrifice have
been possible for Anisul Haque's
unique endeavour. Anis was only six at
the time of the war. In that sense he
might be regarded as belonging to the
post-war generation, said Yusuf. But
it is remarkable how Anis has kept
the memories of 1971 ever alive in
his mind and has tinted his creative
faculty in the spirit of our Liberation
War. Dr. Anisuzzaman said that
Anisul Haque's deeds must have
set a glorious example for the
youths of the country. At a moment
of total crisis in the country's social,
political and cultural life, this inci-
dent must have lit some lights of
hope.

Red Hot Chili Peppers,
Robbie Williams claim
German music awards

AFP, Berlin
RITISH pop sensation
Robbie Williams picked up
Germany's top music indus-
try prize, the Echo, for best interna-
tional rock or pop artist before
thousands of screaming fans at a
weekend ceremony.

After one of the largest peace
rallies in Berlin in postwar history
with 500,000 participants stepping
out against a strike on Iraq, Williams
shouted to the crowd "Give Peace a
Chance", which met with cheers at
the eventlast Saturday.

Williams claimed the award at
the 12th annual Echo ceremony,
Germany's equivalent of the
Grammy Awards, for his top-selling
album "Escapology".

It was Williams' second Echo in
as many years following his 2002
honors for the album "Swing When
You're Winning".

California's Red Hot Chili
Peppers colllected the prize for best
international rock band.

Colombian pop queen Shakira
and US rapper Eminem won awards
for best female pop artist and best
hip hop act but were absent from the
ceremony.

Herbert Groenemeyer accepted
prizes for best German pop singer
and his hit "Mensch". Many in the
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audience had tears in their eyes as
they applauded Groenemeyer's
comeback after losing his wife to
cancer four years ago.

Nena, best known outside of
Germany for her 1980s hit "99 Red
Balloons", won as best female pop
act.

The Echo prize is awarded
based on commercial sales.

The ceremony came just hours
after the distribution of the 53rd
annual Berlin film festival's top
awards, in which a British documen-
tary-style drama about Afghan
refugees "In This World" beat
Hollywood blockbusters to scoop
the Golden Bear prize for best
picture.

The all-star cast of "The Hours" --
Meryl Streep and Oscar nominees
Nicole Kidman and Julianne Moore -
- shared the Silver Bear award for
best actresses for their portrayals in
a gripping reverie on depression
inspired by Virginia Woolf.

Newcomer Sam Rockwell took
home a Silver Bear for best actor for
his role as game-show impresario
and self-proclaimed CIA hitman
Chuck Barris in George Clooney's
directorial debut "Confessions of a
Dangerous Mind".

The 10-day event closes Sunday
with screenings of favorites from the
festival.

-

~

’W? .
\r_

PHOTO: REUTERS

Anthony Kiedis, singer of the U.S. music group 'Red Hot Chili Peppers',
addresses the audience as his bass guitar player Michael 'Flea' Balzary
stands next to him after they accepted the 'Echo’ music award for the best

London on February 17. Azadswish did notmaterialise.Azad's ~ Azad's letter from Karachi University to his mother never-ending wait and grief for her international Rock group in Berlin on February 15.
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