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RECOMMENDATIONS

CD Launching
February 19, 20, 23, 24, 25
Bengal Foundation will hold
ceremonies for launching of eight
more CDs at the Bengal Shilpalaya.
The programmes will start
everyday at6.30 p.m. The schedule
is as follows:

February 19

Rabindrasangeet album Aamar
Mon Cheye Roy by Aditi Mohsin
February 20

Nazrulgeeti album Khunji Tarey
Aami Aaponay by Sharmin Shathi
Islam

g

CULT

URE

The Baily Star

"By sun and candle light --be my valentine! ™

Celebrating Valentine's Day

MEHJABEEN RAHMAN

"How do | love thee? Let me
count the ways.

| love thee to the depth and
height

My soul can reach, when

together with the Valentines,
enjoy pastimes such as eating
out, and candle light dinner,
parties, movie, theater and
other romantic outings. All
these things, all these prepara-
tions are just meant for a sin-

Howland adopted and pro-
duced first ever printed
Valentine cards in history. It is
also assumed that Julia sud-
denly got back her sight read-
ing the Valentine note.

A similar story also exists

Latin word lupus means wolf.
On the 15th day of the second
month of every year the
Romans used to gather around
"a cave on the Palatine, one of
the Seven Hills of Rome",
sacrificed goat and prayed to

in our eastern culture also.
Young people of our country
show enthusiasm towards
celebrating this day. According
to a survey taken among the
owners of gift shops like
"Archies" or "Hallmarks", dur-

Mahbub Karim couple do not
sit back. As a busy University
lecturer and a prosperous
businessman Asif always man-
ages time to spend quality
moments with his lovely wife.
Asif plans on a river cruise to

February 23 feeling out of sight . gle line utterance and that is, about a priest named Valentine god Lupercus to keep their ing the Valentine season the an island in the remote of
Gzﬂ%’:;x “et album Himalava ~ For the ends of Being and  "J'taime mon cherie, j'taime." who lived near Rome in 270 flocks safe and away from the rate of salesis 50% higherthan Rangamati. As it is his first
ThekeySl?ndarban y ideal Grace". This euphoric celebration of AD. As he was a priest some prey of the wolves. The priest, any other occasion. Most of the Valentine Day with his wife he

Rabindrasangeet album Eshechhi
Tomar E Darey by Igbal Ahmed
February 24

Rabindrasangeet album Aamarey
Jodi Jagaley Aaji by Mita Haque
February 25

Rabindrasangeet album Aamar E
Path by IffatAra Dewan

Exhibition

February 1-March 2

Saju Art Gallery is holding a
painting exhibition titled, Grand
Group Art Exhibition, displaying
works of more than a hundred
artists of the country. The
exhibition will run through
March 2 from 10 a.m. to 8.30

IKE the beat of the
heart,it is a longing to

L be in the arms of the one

who possesses the power to

love and romance is not a
modern day practice rather a
fusion of history and myth
turned into a tradition of a
cosmopolitan appeal. There
are various opinions about the
history of Valentine's day.
Tradition says that Valentine's
Day was named after St.
Valentine, in regards to these
information historians found at
least five persons named
Valentine or Valentinus. The
most accepted one was a
young man who was impris-
oned because of helping per-
secuted Christians. The jailer
had a blind daughter named
Julia whom Valentine fell in

Romans asked him what he
thought of their gods. Valentine
told them that all of their gods
were false and claimed that
Jesus Christ was the true sav-
ior and when the Roman
Emperor Claudious, known as
"Claudious the cruel", heard
about this sent him to jail.
Valentine continued practicing
his faith even in the jail as a
result the jailers became
attracted towards his
faith.Even one of the jailer's
blind daughter was healed
through Valentine's prayer in
Jesus's name. This incident
was followed by the conver-
sion of the jailers and their

good priest named Valentine
disobeying the royal ban of
marriage and engagement of
all the soldiers, secretly gave
marriage to the young lovers.
When his secret conduct was
found King Cludious ordered
his death sentence. Later in
496 AD Pope Gelasius hon-
ored him with the title of a

called Luperci would give a
piece of goat's skin, called
februa or "instruments of purifi-
cation," to two young boys of
noble birth. History says, "It
came to be believed that if
these youths "slapped" or
gently struck a woman with the
goats' hide when they ran
round the Palatine, she might
give birth to a little Roman the
next year." In Latin the action
was called februare meaning
"to purify." According to Roman
belief Juno the queen of gods
and wife of Jupiter was also the
goddess of childbirth and in
this role she was called
Februaria. Worshiping Juno for

customers are the teenagers or
the college-university going
male students. Although prod-
ucts like stuffed dolls, heart-
printed mugs, and heart
shaped candies, balloons are
really popular among the
youngsters, most of them buy
special valentine cards, which
could be due to inadequate
pocket money. E- cards are a
better option. Cosmetic jewel-
leries are also in the list. Mini a,
student of CSE, plans to buy a
charm bracelet for her boy-
friend Limon, whereas Limon
plans for a candlelight dinner.
To them celebrating Valentine
Day is temporary but each and

wants to keep it private and a
total surprise accompanied
with card and flowers for
Rehnuma. Asif thinks it would
be more than a honeymoon.
Wait, they are not the only
couple on Cupid's list. Other
married young couples are
also on the move. Raj-
Tahsina, Rony-Nadia, Bushra-
Tuhin, each one of them has
something special for the day.
Next drawing the attention
towards the singles like Samer
Ahmad a different view is
found. Samer, also a lecturer,
wants to spend the day "with
few friends if not a lover". He
says, " A single person should

p.m. everyday except Friday. catch the breath,and bring a love with but their love did not families into Christianity. gaint and set aside February Mmore childbirth was the part of every moment is their not feel lonely because its not

sense of hope ’in one's life-- Prevail long due to Valentine's Emperor Caudious heard 14 tohonor him. the festival. Lupercus was to Valentine celebration. "Any- two people who make their life

lt's Love. It's what the world €arly executio_n. On February about this inc_ident and Who was Valentine actu- take care of their children too. quy could be my vaI"entine : happy, it's the person hiEnseIf
iInema needs. 14th, the morning of his execu- beheaded Valentine on the ally? It's very hard to tell. Thus the Romans called the friend or parent," says whomakeshimselfhappy".

PHOTO: AFP
Michael Eickhoff, employee
of the picture foundry Noack,
puts the finishing touches to
the blank of a Berlinale Bear
Award, Berlin 11 February
2003. The awards will be
presented to the winners of
the 2003 Berlinale Film

One celebrates love not only
on a special day or night but in
every single moment, but still
the love laden souls like to
mark the February 14th of
every year to be their
Valentine's Day. It is a day to
show love and gratitude to their
loved ones. It is said that on
February 14th of every year the
mythic Cupid,the son of Venus
the Roman goddess of love
and beauty, searches for the
souls to penetrate the single
hearts down with the shot of his
magical arrows to inspire feel-
ings. Myth it could be but the
feeling is as real as oneself.
Facts show that every year
around the world, chocolates,
heart shaped candies, gifts
and cards, poems are
exchanged among lovers and

tion, Valentine sent a note to

ground of blasphemy. Later on

Julia signed, "From Your
Valentine". It could be the
origin of sending Valentine

the early church authorities
canonised Valentine.
Another legend of 3rd cen-

Considering the authentic
church history, scholars and
historians came to a decision
that all these tales could be
attributed to the same man
who really existed in the third
century. The original purpose
of setting the day aside was
nothing to do with love or mar-
riage rather to turn the day into
a Christian festival in celebra-
tion of honoring the God of
Christianity.

The other side of the whole
February 14 story is hidden
somewhere in the pagan era
and the vast ocean of Roman
and Greek mythology. Ancient
Romans celebrated a feast
called Lupercalia in honor of
Lupercus, the god of fertility
and protection of the shep-
herds and their flocks.

second month of the year
Februarius - known today as

"February"
Travelling all around Europe
through the centuries

Moniruzzaman agreeing with
his friends Happy and Farzana,

N R

who are students of BBA pro-
gram of Stamford University.
While youngsters win the

Love does not behave
rudely, does not seek its own,
is not provoked, thinks no evil;
love does not rejoice in iniquity,
but rejoices in the truth; love
bears all things, believes all
things hopes all things,
endures all things. Love never
fails." Thanks to the
Valentine's Day celebration. At
least it gives a chance to open
our heart to the truth.

Let us be a little tolerant
towards each other, forgiving,
be careful to each other's feel-
ings, give little hope to those
who don't have .Not even being
prophetic or visionary we can
then make this world like a bit
of heaven above.

Mehjabeen Rahman is a Teacher at Stamford
University, Dhaka.

Festival on 15 February. friends. People spend time cards which in 1840 Easther tury, approximately 270 AD. a Lupercus derivated from the Valentine's Day is celebrated race Asif and Rehnuma
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