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RECOMMENDATIONS

CD Launching
February 19, 20, 23, 24, 25
Bengal Foundation will hold
ceremonies for launching of eight
more CDs at the Bengal Shilpalaya.
The programmes will start
everyday at6.30 p.m. The schedule
is as follows:

February 19

Rabindrasangeet album Aamar
Mon Cheye Roy by Aditi Mohsin
February 20

Nazrulgeeti album Khunji Tarey
Aami Aaponay by Sharmin Shathi
Islam

February 23

Gonosangeet album Himalaya
Thekey Sundarban.
Rabindrasangeet album Eshechhi
Tomar E Darey by Igbal Ahmed
February 24

Rabindrasangeet album Aamarey
Jodi Jagaley Aaji by Mita Haque
February 25

Rabindrasangeet album Aamar E
Path by IffatAra Dewan

Exhibition

February 1-March 2

Saju Art Gallery is holding a
painting exhibition titled, Grand
Group Art Exhibition, displaying
works of more than a hundred
artists of the country. The
exhibition will run through
March 2 from 10 a.m. to 8.30
p.m. everyday except Friday.

PHOTO:AFP
Colombian singer Shakira
performs at the Tres de
Marzo stadium in Guadal-
ajara, Mexico, February 9,
2003.
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Exhibition

When artists met to work together

"Britto" Workshop artists speak their minds

FAYZA HAQ

HAKUNTALA Kulkarni from
India, one of the participants
of the Britto International
Artists' Workshop, said, "When we
went to Tepantar, a film city, | got the
idea to make a film 'Tepantarer
Rupkotha'. Itis only recently that I'm
involved in including film making in
my work. | feel that this is an exten-
sion of my major language and | use
a lot of body language and move-
ments to express what | have to say.
| have done a major video installa-
tion an other short films. | took the
participants of the workshop as my
heroes and heroines. As | went
along, if a person was a hero at one
point, in the next scene he could be a
villain, as | felt that we play a lot of
roles in our lives. In my film there are
love scenes, separation scenes, etc.
| created situations where the artists
became actors and actresses. |
made them dance, sing, do love
scenes, have scenes of despair. |
thought out the film and the artists
enacted them. For the artists to
stand in front of the camera and
act was very difficult. This coming
together, without fears and embar-
rassment, was like a therapy
although the film has no story line.
The whole camp was about experi-
mentation and not about any final
product.”
Originally Shakuntala used to
do graphics and water colours and
gradually around 1994 she began

to do installations, using various
items such as cloth, canvas, wood ,
moving around Bombay, Delhi,
Bangalore, and also worked in UK
for five months, doing interactive
work with the community. She was
using the film to say what she can't
in other mediums. In her last film,
which she made in India, called
"Reduced Spaces" consists of five

video installations and they are
three minute films which are
looped. One had to walk into her
sculpture of bamboo and
scaffoldings to see the films.
Shakuntala, for five years now,
deals with confined spaces. The
elements of fear and alienation of
women in the patriarchal society
are on focus. In the latest film of
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three minutes called "Hands"
which show what happens when
two hands come together: one is
shy, full of fear, even angry and
slowly one hand extends and then
one touches the other and this is
symbolic as the film is about peo-
ple, communities and countries
coming together.

Freddie Robins, from London,

UK, during the workshop, worked
with a local quilt maker who made
the objects with cloth according to
her drawings. Then she installed
these with some hand-stitched
pieces that she had done. She
worked with fabrics, wool and
combined them with plastic. |
wanted a cultural and artistic
exchange with other people of
different parts of the world. Trian-
gle Arts Trust had asked her if she
wanted to take part in the Britto
Workshop and that's how she
came to Bangladesh. At first she
spent a lot of time in making draw-
ings. She had bought many
sieves and was stitching through
them and made dolls with them
using fabric and wool. "l was at
first apprehensive about being
thrown together with people from
different cultures but it turned out
to be incredibly easy," said
Freddie, "l had so much in com-
mon with so many people that it
amazed me. Normally | work with
knitted stuff which speak of nor-
mality and conformity."

Roohi Shafi Ahmed from Paki-
stan has done sculptures and is now
doing two dimensional works. In the
workshop she did installations and
sculpture. At "Britto" she did two
installations and a sculpture: one
was about her reaction to bamboo
and she tried to make a space within
the larger space in which they were.
The one was symbolic for her as
regards the relationship between
Bangladesh and Pakistan: she built

Dhali Al Mamun

a connection between the main land
and an island, using a lot of ropes
and the theme was connection.
Roohi said that felt totally at ease
coming to Bangladesh and her only
shortcoming was that she could not
speak the local language.

Awena Cozannet from France
said, "l wanted to do some work for
women and | made a dress and
added a hat toiit. In the red and pink
colours that | had used | repre-
sented women for the women that |
saw me wore bright hued clothes."
Awena had been doing a lot of
installation work back in France
lately.

Tayaba Ali Lipi, who organized
the workshop, said, "There were
nine participants from outside

Myanmar, Indonesia, Hong Kong,
UK, France, Germany, Japan.
There were ten artists from Bangla-
desh. We went to Bhalukai. | myself
worked on photographs in which |
represented myself in different
ways."

Carl Reuter, Director of the
British Council, said at the conclud-
ing function that the workshop had
been a wonderful concept where the
participants offered each other
artistic stimulation which took place
across social boundaries. He said
that art tends to be devalued in
contemporary society as something
peripheral, commenting that "artists
are often lonely and poor and are
considered by society as something

Tsang Tak Ping Nisar Roohi Ahmed including from Pakistan, India, outofthe mainstream."
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