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RECOMMENDATIONS
Exhibition

February 1-March 2

Saju Art Gallery will hold a painting
exhibition, Grand Group Art
Exhibition, displaying works of
more than a hundred artists of the
country from February 1. All senior
and young genration artists will
participate in this 47th event of
Group Art Exhibition. The
exhibition will run through March 2

from 10 a.m. to 830 p.m.
everyday except Friday.
Music

February 2

Reputed musical group Shannoya
is going to present its 23rd music
evening at Viswa Shahitya Kendra.
In this two-and-a-half hour long
programme, Shannoya will render
a selection of melodious old Bangla
songs used in the theatre including
those requested by the audience.
The programme will start at 6.30
p.m.

Theatre

February 2

Theatre group Natyajan will hold
the maiden show of its new
production Bhuban-er Ghatey--
written by Dr. Syed Manjurul Islam
and directed by Munira Yusuf
Memi--at the Mohila Samity
Auditorium. Chairperson of
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation, Mamunur Rashid, and
Secretary General of the Federation
Liyakat Ali Laki will be present at
the show that will start at 6.30
p.m.

Dance

February 2

Nrityanchal--a leading dance
institute of the country, will conduct
an all-Bangladesh dance
competition titled Nrityanchal
Protibha Shandhan 2003, in order
to pick new dancing talents.
Sponsored by the Standard
Chartered Bank, this competition
will be inaugurated at the
Shilpakala Academy Auditorium in
Chittagong on February 2 at 10.30
a.m. The competition will run
through whole February and March
ateleven centres in the six divisions
of the country.

Theatre

February 3-7

Nagorik Natya Sampradaya will
celebrate the thirtieth year of
introducing the concept of running
of play-production through
consecutive performances in
exchange of tickets in the country.
On this occasion Nagorik will stage
five of its milestone productions at
Mohila Samity.
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The Baily Star

Sun, sand and soothing paintings

Exhibition of young Bhutanese and Bangladeshi artists' works at Russian Cultural Centre

FAYzA HAQ

HE exhibit "Art for Earth" by

young aspiring artists, Bhuta-

nese and Bangladeshis, who
had come together to present their
experiences at a trip to St Martin
Island, at the Russian Cultural
Centre, was interesting, to say the
least. This was although they were
mostly the works of those who had
no foreign exposure and had "miles
to go". With their own motivation and
financial backing, they had pre-
sented pieces that were not only
numerous but fairly admirable
despite the fact that the themes
were repetitive.

Jahan Turin from Bangladesh
had boats and people in splashes
with only hints of the figures .It was
done in black, brown and russet,
while the water had been high-
lighted with smudges of blue and
mauve against the russet backdrop.
Trees beyond had been brought in
emerald sweeps, while the sky was
a startling yellow and blue. As we
moved on Ashmita Alam, presented
"High tide" in water -colour, so that
we saw a part of a boat in the middle
and a complete one at the side: the
inside and front of the boats had
been done with a contrast of deep
and light tones. As one of them
rested on the sand, ropes held it
firmly to the shore and the work was
completed with intermingling beige,
brown and mauve. Figures, houses
and the sky had been included in the
backdrop in swirls of green, black
andblue.
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Next, "Morning on an island" by
Xecon, from Bangladesh, broughtin
blue and gray cool splashes to
depict trees with shadows in front.
More in the forefront was the gray
and white, with the land depicted
with strokes of burnt sienna, burnt
umber and daring lines of gray.
Behind was the beige and yellow
sky which spoke of the sunrise.
Black lines in between offset the
colours and held them together.
Another "Beautiful morning" in
acrylic by Burun Gurun, from Bhu-
tan, brought in boats in an impres-
sionistic manner, with strokes of
blue-black, merging with green.
One could see the boatmen, brave

The young students at work with onlookers at St. Martin Island
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Installation art by Jasimuddin Xeco

with their multicoloured flags,
including those of Bangladesh, with
outlines of black to set them apart
from the sea waves. The Myanmar
hills beyond and the tides in front
had been brought in soft greens and
browns, while the water in forefront
had been depicted in turquoise and
green, forming a natural setting for
the sun bleached boats and boat-
men. Sand heaps had been
included too in the forefront. Flat
gray and blue strokes formed the
ultimate backdrop of man and
nature.

"A sea, an island", another water
colour by Thuk Tentashi, from
Bhutan, once again brought in the
theme of boats, which had been
done in purple and beige in an
impressionistic style. Splashes of
other colours, like green and blue
had been included in the delinea-
tion, while a twisted path at the side
was brought in blue. Beyond the
trees were more yellow and purple
to depict in the sky. The next land-
scape, water-colour, by Choney
Pelzang, from Bhutan, presented a
row of boats, outlined with black,
and also brought in tiny sketches of
figures in blue, red and black. The
sea had been shown with streaks of
blue merging with gray, while the
splashes of red, beige and pink
depicted the sand around and in the
forefront. In the distance were hills
and dotted over trees. Sweeps of
pink and blue against bars of pale
blue had shown the sky in the back-
ground.

Rinchen Wangdi

s "Fishing

boats" had delineated details of four
boats in the distance, with people
resting in some of them, and others
being tied to the shore. There were
massive coral rocks in the forefront,
in the shape of monster-like sea
creatures. Further to the left were
trees of various shapes and sizes,
where each branch and leaf had
been done in minute details of
shades of gray-green, blue, gray
and gray. Beyond was the sky in
bold streaks of blue to include
clouds. Next came "Sleeping
boats", in water-colour, by
Tsheweng Rinzin, brought in a pair
of boats, facing the viewer , done in
details so that one could see the
depth of the sunken seats. This had
been done in indigo , with outlines of
mauve , brown and yellow ochre.
The one at the back included details
too, although the style was not
entirely realistic and bordered on
impressionism. This had been
completed in indigo blue and beige.
The falling shadows too were in
indigo on the sand which was in
splashes of pale russet and
included intriguing dark dots. The
sea and the sky had been included
in the composition.

"Looking at Myanmar", in acrylic,
by Kama Wangdi, was also worth
pausing and pondering over. This
too included the subjects of boats
along with a fallen tree trunk, and
had been done mainly with startling
black, yellow ochre and white,
containing faint touches of vermil-
ion, to lend interest to the composi-
tion. There were altogether half a
dozen boats, while beyond a fence,
seen on the sandy shore, came the
lapping water on to the shore in
cascading blue and green. Beyond,
in the far distance, were the hills in
bluish gray, providing a contrast to
the flat land in front. Above that the
sky was included in intermingling
blue, beige and white.

Moving on to an installation by
Jasimuddin Xecon, a student of
Fine arts Institute, DU, we found
four photos elaborating on the
theme of destruction of nature
around us by mankind. They were
rectangular in sizes and were some-
times put horizontally and at times
vertically. In one we found a presen-
tation of a circular motifs that had
been done with seashells; in
another we found a scene with gray
sand and seashells with ared smear
in the middle symbolizing the centre
point of the starting point of destruc-
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Kama Wangdi's "Looking at Myanmar" ( acrylic)

tion. The shells, in ochre and brown,
stood out against the sand and as
the name of the exhibition had been
"Art for Earth", the installation was to
bring out the importance of nature.
Xecon believed that the manner in
which the tourists steadily took
away the shells and coral rocks was
harmful for the environment. He had
beautiful shells hanging from strings
at the top and they were reflected on
a mirror, which had been decorated
with more shells, collected from St.
MartinIsland .

Xecon had a second similar
mind-expanding installation with
photographs of nature and man
along with actual shells arranged in
a circle. In one of his photos in this
piece, he had presented a circle of
shells seen against the gray green
sand. Leaning against this was a
human form and in the distance was
aboat seen at a slant. Thus had had
brought in the sea, land and man in
shades of blue, green and black. In
another photo of the hanging instal-
lation was a man carrying sea shells
and rocks and he too was seen
resting on the sand, There was also
a depiction ofa circle of shells that
ended in a broken glass bit while
another image, in a glass --framed
photo held a man's foot that had
been coloured with vermilion repre-
senting blood and destruction by
mankind. "In the island", said,
Xecon, "people bought and sold the
shells and thus nature faced ruin-
ation. When | put white and red
colours on the coral rocks and

shells, | wanted to stress on the fact
that nature should be let alone. In
one of my photographs of the instal-
lation | had also depicted how a man
was painting the rocks and this too
was a cry to protest against the
violation of our natural surround-
ings. There were strings of shells
reflected on a broken bit of glass."
Kama Wangdi, explaining how
the group had got together in 2001
and how they have been working in
unison since then said, "There was
a group of five artists who earlier
went to Bhutan to work with us. The
second time they came there, | met
Xecon. In Bhutan itself there is only
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a small group of contemporary
artists. After discussing, we decided
to come to Bangladesh ourselves
and there are 30 of us now visiting
Bangladesh, staying in Xecon's
studio and being fed and looked
after by him and his friends. We
found Bangladesh fascinating as
we've never been here before, and
were overwhelmed by the big
crowds in the big city of Dhaka, the
sight of a sea at St Martin Island,
and we didn't even want to come
back from that place -- it was so
soothing and beautiful. There were
only local tourists, as it was winter,
while the food, which consisted of
fresh fish was delectable. | painted
seascapes with boats and an imagi-
nary Bhutanese fish in the
Bangladeshi waters in one of my
works. Going back to Bhutan in
2001, Xecon and his friends con-
ducted art classes among artists
and high school students. | myself
have studied graphic designing for
three years at the Kent Institute. My
group was here for two weeks.
There are 29 Bhutanese in our
group and there are 12 Bangladeshi
artist friends who have participated
in this exhibit."

The exhibit brought together the
works of artists of two different
countries and presented seascapes
at reasonable costs. The show also
promoted the idea of the quest of art
for earth's sake, although it is not a
new philosophy. However, the
paintings and installations pro-
moted the move to preserve our
natural environment.

Kama Wangdi's "A couple of fish" (acrylic)
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