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15th National
Fine Arts
Exhibition 2002

The 15th National Fine Arts
Exhibition 2002 is being held at the
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.
The exhibition will run through
January 27 everyday from 11 a.m.
to7 p.m.andfrom3p.m.to 7 p.m.
on Fridays.

Fair

January 17-February 5
Bangladesh Folk Art & Crafts
Foundation holds the 'Folk Art Fair
and Folk Festival 2003' at its
premises at Sonargaon. The fair
continues up to February 5.

Theatre

January 20-26

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
holds a weeklong festival of folk
theatre at Shawkat Osman
Auditorium of the Public Library
starting from January 20 to 26. The
scheduleis as follows:

January 23

Pala Bijoy Mala

by Jagoron Loke Natya Dal, Barisal
January 24

Pala Patalpurir Rajkonnya

by Keya Jatra Unit, Lakshmipur

Exhibition

January 22-25

Bhutanese and Bangladeshi artists
hold an exhibition of art works,
entitled Art for Earth, at the Russiun
Cultural Centre. The exhibition
continues till January 25 from 2
p.m.to8p.m.

Exhibition

January 25-February 5

Art Quest inaugurates an art
exhibition from January 25 at the
National Museum Gallery at 11
a.m. Containing the art works of a
number of eminent artist of the
country, the exhibition will run till
February 5 daily from 10.30 a.m.
to 4.30 p.m. (Thursday closed;
Friday 3.30t0 7.30 p.m.).

Exhibition

January 21 February 10
Renowned German photographer
Andreas Herzau recently
conducted a workshop titled
Foregners in Bangladesh last year.
The outcome of the workshop--a
collection of photographs by fifteen
photographers and students--will
be on display at the Goethe Institut
Dhaka from January 21. The
exhibition will continue till
February 21 everyday from 2 pm to
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Twirling and gliding with grace

Superb presentation of "Chitrangada” at Shishu Academy by

FAYza HAQ

HERE was a flourish of silks

and satins as the young

participants of "Chitrangada"
was presented at the Shishu Acad-
emy recently. Although it was young
students who danced on the stage,
yet their performance had a flavour
of its own, which one could not
minimize even when one compared
it with adult presentations seen
earlier in the city. Yes, the heroines
tended to be slightly podgy but this
was overcome by the grace and
fluid movements of their torso and
limbs. The hero was graceful and
had mastered the movements too.
Even the lesser characters, took
steps with precision so the effect
was overwhelming as such young
ones had mastered a complete
dance-drama by Rabindranath
Tagore within a short period of just
three months, combining it with their
routine studies. The accompanying
singing that was requisite for the
dancing was done by the students
too in an excellent way. Needless to
say, that the lead singers and the
ones who provided the accompa-
nying recitations were near perfect.
The performance was indeed
nonpareil.

Salina Mustafa, the ECA (extra
curricular activities) in charge of
"Sunbeams" said that they chose
this particular dance-drama as it
had not been done in schools. The
students of "Scholastica" and
"Sunnydale", so far, had done
"Tasher Desh." The children are not
professional dancers but there are
music and dancing clubs in the
school which provide the training.
The particular artistes that evening
had been practicing for three years
in all, as in the case of Tilka, Afsin
and Uzma, who all belong to class
V111, and played the main roles of
Chitrangada and the prince. Asked if
she had faced any problems during
the rehearsals or with the choreog-
raphy, Mustafa said that they faced
no problems as the students prac-
tice regularly from the outset and
had been rehearsing for the
'‘Chitrangada’ for a fairly long time,
and they had all the requisite facili-

weeks. They had rehearsals at
home too, dancing for half an hour to
an hour every day. What is essential
for a successful dance is regular
daily practice for an hour at home
apart from the rehearsal with the
others. Also, when dancing on
stage, you must get into the person-
ality that you are playing."

Mustafa herself used to dance
"Katthak" as her "ustad", Pijush
Kirnapal was a "Katthak" exponent
from Kolkata. She learnt from the
age of seven to twenty-one when
she got married and had to give up
dancing due to social pressures as a
married woman.

Shameem Ahmed, the set
designer, brought in the landscape
with many trees at the back and
bushes in front, within a short
period, as he was tied up with the
simultaneous  school art exhibit
with paint on cloth, backed by brown
paper to lend support. He had
worked in it for a week, with gaps
during his work.

Shukla Sarkar, the dance
instructor, said that when she was in
"Santiniketan" in 1976 she saw this
particular dance drama in "Gor
Prangen", a school for children
there. She hoped to produce such a
refined dance by children herself

The young dancers and singers of "Sunbeams" presenting "Chitrangada"

"Bharat Nattyam" and "Monipuri" as
well as "Kathakali" a Keralian dance
that is sometimes performed as a
"jatra". Elaborating on the four basic
classical dances, Sarkar said that
comprised of "Bharat Nattyam",
"Katthak". "Monipuri" and
"Kathakali, with "Odissi" joining the
ranks recently. She said the
"Kuchipuri" and "Odissi" had a
similarity while the "Katthak" is quite
different as most of it consists of
footwork. "Bahrat Nattyam"
depends, according to Sarkara, on
"bhab", "rash" and "taal".
"Monipuri" depends on body move-
ment, she said, rather than expres-
sion; "Katthak" is based on
"chakkars" of the feet, while
"Kathakali" brings in drama in a big
way while there must be command
over the rhythm too. She said that
"Bharat Nattyam" and "Odissi" were
somewhat parallel. The difference is
basically in the posture of show the
dancer stands. The dresses are
also different as regards the placing
ofthe pleats -- whether at the front or
on the side. She herself enjoys
"Bharat Nattyam" most of all.

At first she was a teacher at the
Shilpakala Academy in 1983 but felt
that she had not enough freedom
there. Consequently she began her
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"Sunbeams

"

course with which other dances are
combined. She is now with "Sun-

beams" for five years and teaches
dances emanating from the compo-
sitions of Tagore and Nazrul, and
folk dances. As for the choreogra-
phy of a dance-drama like
"Chitrangoda", Sarkar said that the
dance expert does this based on the
work that Tagore. She added, that
the young dancers danced in a
somewhat different way from adults
as she had seen being done at
"Santiniketan". BAFA's first produc-
tion of "Chitrangada" had been hers.
Like Birju Maharaj, she too keeps a
control over singing along with
dancing even though she does not
sing as such, during a dance drama.
She said that she had taught the
dances and the songs too had been
taught in bits and pieces during
holidays, for about a year, before
the actual combined work which
took a month. Sarkar finds her
students dedicated and said that if
they find opportunity for regular
dancing they can be unusually
good. She said there were about 15
dancers, including Faria, Tilka,
Uzma etc. She added that she
worked in "Sunbeams" to give her
internal peace and contentment
which she searched for since the

before," said Tilka " and so | enjoyed
performing." She had been taking
dancing lessons earlier in "Sangeet
Bhaban" for eight years, learning
"Bharat Nattyam" and "Katthak",
while the latter is her favourite as it
"comes to" her "more easily." Afsin
studied dancing at "Sangeet
Bhaban "too for nine years, learning
the same as Tilka. Uzma added,
"Dancing is my hobby as well: I've
been learning for a year at 'Bafa' and
for three years at 'Shurangama'. I've
learnt 'Katthak', 'Bharat Nattyam'
and folk dances." Tilka said that for
her it was "great dancing with all the
co-operation of the teachers." Afsin
said that as she already enjoyed
dancing, so the new experience was
apleasure for her and was delighted
to express herselfin the dance form.

There were 15 singers in the
background and they were trained
by Salma Akbar, who teaches them
a variety of songs ranging from
"Nazrul-geeti" to "Rabindr-
asangeet", which they presented
that evening. They too spent hours
rehearsing.

The plot of the dance drama
consisted of how the princess of
Manipur, Chitrangada, had been
trained up to be more of a man than
a woman such as going in for hunt-
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of the same princess. She met and
fell in love with Arjun, changed her
personality into a more feminine one
til she realized that it was not
exactly what she wanted and con-
fessed to Arjun that she had been
trained in manly skills and was to be
accepted or rejected as she was.
The costumes were made by the
school, according to the requisites
of the dance-drama. The costumes
included "dhotis", "saris" sashes"
and jewellery, with a "shitipati" for
Tilka and jewellery for all the other
girls, when they played the role of
women. Arjun had taken the vow of
priest and so he had "Bharat
Nattyam' clothes with a garland of
dried flowers and "uttaria". The
lighting was done by professionals
and Shukla Sarkar, the dance
director gave the directions for
these.

Salma Akbar, who saw to the
music in the "Chitrangada" produc-
tion, said that she was training them
specially for this particular dance-
drama since the middle of last
month and earlier they trained
regularly at the "Sunbeams" singing
club. She has been teaching them
for the last four years. She teaches
at "Sangeet Bhaban", Lalmatia,
besides being at "Sunbeams".

"Rabindrsangeet” to "Nazrul-geeti"
and folk songs. As they had decided
to have a particular dance-drama,
so she had concentrated on the
particular songs for months. Last
year, at "Sunbeams", they had
dances and songs on the different
seasons of Bangladesh and this
year they felt that the students
should know about Tagore, as he is
world famous. The participating
students range from those of class
V to class V11. Among the singers
are fifteen students and they have a
similar number of singers. Among
the prominent singers are Munira,
Prianka, Rifayat, Tazreetand Zoya,
she said.

Akbar had been learning under
different "ustads" over the years at
Chittagong and Dhaka, learning
also from "Chayanot" and "Sangeet
Bhaban". She also studied classical
singing. She went in for
"Rabindrasangeet" as she liked the
tunes and the words very much. Her
"ustads" included Noni Gopal and
Phul Mohammed(classical), Kalim
Sharafi, Sanjida Khatoon and
Waheedul Hagq
("Rabindrasangeet"), at "Chayanot"

Sajid Akbar, who has also sung at
the occasion, is a parent of one of
the students, sung for Arjun's vocal
roles as there was a shortage of
singers as a special request, he
being Salma's husband. Normally
he sings "Rabindrasangeet" begin-
ning his training at Bulbul Academy
and taught there for ten years. He
stopped teaching 1990 and went
into an insurance company. His
"ustads" were Fazlul Hugq for classi-
cal singing, and he learnt from Kalim
Sharafi and Atiqul Islam for
"Rabindrsangeet.”

Abdul Kader, the music teacher,
working at "Sunbeams" for 21
years, said that the EC club had
practiced regularly and on the basis
of that one saw the success that
evening. He learnt music himself
from Abul Kalam Azad, Sadhan
Sarkar and Ajit Roy: he has been
performing on the radio since 1978.

The impact of the "Sunbeams"
presentation of "Chitrangada" was
indeed an evening to remember,
with enormous amount of effort and
admirable talent behind the produc-
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