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15th National
Fine Arts Exhibi-
tion 2002

The 15th National Fine Arts
Exhibition 2002 is being held at the
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.
The exhibition will run through
January 27 everyday from 11 a.m.
to7 p.m.andfrom3p.m.to 7 p.m.
on Fridays.

Concert

Antar Showbiz in collaboration with
Close Up has organised a concert
titled 'Rock Brigade' today at Army
Stadium, Dhaka. Leading bands
and solo artists such as LRB,
dHAKA, Chime, NOVA, Banglar
Baul, Prometheus, Edges,
Aurthohin, Pantha Kanai, Conopy,
Dalchhut, Tishma, Shumon and
Sub Conscious will perform at the
concert.

Exhibtion

"The Ruin", solo exhibtion by Nahid
Niazi Nipu has begun on January
10th at "La Galerie", Alliance
Francasie.

Exhibtion

An exhibition by Abul Khayar is
being held at the Russian Culture
Centre. It will continue till January
18th.

Exhibition

January 16-30

Solo exhibition by artist Mokhlesur
Rahman, entitled 'Shudhu Aachhe
Tepantor', opened on January 16 at
Bengal Shilpalaya. Displaying a
total of 31 art-works in woodcut,
the exhibition remains open for
visitors till January 30 from 12.00
pmto 08.00 pm.

Exhibition

January 15-17

An exhibition of art-works by the
students of the Sun Beams School
is going on at the DRIK Gallery on
the school's foundation
anniversary. The exhibition
remains open from 10.00 am to
08.00 pm till today.
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A legacy we tend to ignore

Centre for Asian Arts and Cultures' seminar on Jasimuddin

HARUN UR RASHID

UR country is not
accustomed to properly
evaluating one's

contribution: people in
Bangladesh often say this out of
anguish, which is not entirely
untrue. With such a tone in its
presentation, Centre for Asian
Arts and Cultures (CAAC)
recently arranged a seminar at
the Public Library , on the topic
'Jashimuddin and National
literature.! Presided over by
poet Foyez Ahmed, the seminar
presented three theses on poet
Jasimuddin on occasion of his
centennial anniversary (1903-
2003). The theses were
presented by Moinuddin
Khaled, teacher of Bangla at
Dhaka City College, and
Salimullah Khan, Chief Editor of
Rashtroshobha Patromala--a
literary journal brought out by
Ahmad Sofa Rashtroshobha. ,
Dr Jamal Anowar, the poet's
son, a businessperson Abdul
Haque, reputed photojournalist
Nasir Ali Mamun, and others
were present at the seminar and
discussed on Jashimuddin.
Rashtroshobha Patromala
brought out its third issue on this
occasion, which contained the
theses and other writings on the
'Polli-Kobi' and a few of his
photographs.

Poet Jasimuddin himself was
a man of simplicity, kindness
and passion. He wrote his
nature poems in a simple lan-
guage about the simple people
living in the villages of Bangla-
desh. He himself had connec-
tions with villages throughout
his life, and he took his subjects
for his poetry from the ordinary
day-to-day lives of rural people.
His characters are always
throbbing with the simplicity and
freshness of  nature. In
Jasimuddin's poems the very
nature with all its elements
appear as individual entity
playing multipurpose roles in

providing the scenes.

All Jasimuddin's images and
symbols, onomatopoeic ex-
pressions are drawn from na-
ture, which create an enchant-
ing effect in his poetry. Due to
this inevitable presence of

nature and villages in his po-
ems, also because his poems
rustic but simple

have the

guage and subject matter of
poetry, is completely 'national'in
nature. In this context, he ex-
plained that by the word 'na-
tional' he meant 'connection to
both nation and its people'.
Salimullah quoted from various
documents to show how we
have undermined Jashimuddin
at times. He read from the en-

Poet Jasimuddin
tongue of the rural people,
Jashimuddin was lovingly called
'Polli-Kobi' (folk poet).
Salimullah Khan, who pre-
sented two theses titled
Jashimuddin's Bangla and
Jasimuddin and the National
literature, however, denounced
this tendency of 'tagging'
Jasimuddin and thus excluding
him from the mainstream litera-
ture of the country. Salimullah
argued that Jasimuddin, with all
his uniqueness in style, lan-

tries on 14th and 16th March
1976 in the diary of
Shamsuzzaman Khan, former
Director General of Bangladesh
National Museum. In the entry
of 16th March, Shamsuzzaman
wrote about the apathetic reper-
cussion of the young generation
of poets of the time at the death
of Jasimuddin. Salimullah ar-
gued that the present trend of
writing in Bangla is hardly reflec-
tive of our characteristics as a
nation. Rather, Jasimuddin's

softened images drawn from
nature, his passionate expres-
sions are more romantic which
the young poets of the time are
elements to be much more fond
of.

Moinuddin Khaled also pre-
sented arguments in favour of
Jasimuddin's 'national' quali-
ties. He said that practice of
literature expressing compas-
sion for the mass people, while
living in the city, cannot be true.

Photojournalist Nasir Ali
Mamun came with an invaluable
gift for the audience and admir-
ers of Jasimuddin. He played a
record of recitation of the poem
Kobor (the grave) in
Jashimuddin's own voice. The
record is a proof to Jasimuddin's
sensitive and emotional mind.
Nasir also reminisced his meet-
ing with Jashimuddin and taking
his photographs with poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam at the then PG
Hospital where the two stayed
for sometime. Several photo-
graphs have been printed in the
issue of "Rashtroshobha
Patromala”.

There is no denying that
Jasimuddin is one of the best
poets our country has pro-
duced. And it is necessary for
our own interest to evaluate him
rightly. The language we ex-
press ourselves with, the litera-
ture we have inherited, is en-
riched with the contribution of
Jasimuddin along with that of
many others. Jamal Anowar, the
poet's son, hoped that the poet's
vilage home could be turned
into a museum so that people
may visit and see things con-
nected with the poet. He said,
No government has yet taken
any initiative. Can we hope that
such measures will be taken
soon by our government to
preserve the invaluable trea-
sures we have, before they are
lost?"
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Bangladeshi poet

honoured abroad
Sabir Ahmed Chowdhury feted at Kolkata

M MIiZANUR RAHMAN

rousing reception was

accorded to Bangladeshi

humanist and modern
mystic poet and lyricist Sabir Ahmed
Chowdhury by the Meghdut Cultural
Center of Kolkata, recently, at its
19th founding anniversary in
Kolkata Mahajati Sadan . On the
occasion a grand cultural function
included recitation and discussions
on the humanist ideals of his
poetical works. The very theme of
the oneness of humanity from the
poet's following lyrics pervaded the
whole gamut of the musical
performances and songs along with
dance-drama made the huge
gatherings spell-bound.

The sky is the canopy of my
house

While this world is the house of
mine

Where | feel every human is my
relation.

| do not distinguish between
caste and creed or faith.

Irrespective of different lan-
guages

Every human is equal in the
society,

That's my belief.

I am an invincible part of human-
ity.

Because love and kindness of
God

Existin me.

Because my heart cries out
for human suffering.

(translated by M Mizanur
Rahman)

The poet was the chief guest of
the function while the special guests
were Dr Sanat Kumar Mitra, Dr Hari
Prasad Sengupta, Madan Kumar
Mitra and Tarapada Das -- the noted
literature and researchers. It was
presided over by Mr Suvankar
Chakrovarty.

Most of the speakers dwelt on
the humanitarian aspects of the
popular lyrics of the poet while
speaking against parochial and
communal

antagonism among

human beings and terrorism and the
like. Poet Sabir Ahmed Choudhury
in his speech stressed on the
importance of love for God and His
creations.

'Irrespective of differences of
languages, races, castes and
creeds, we should make the people
of the world a family in uniformity
and sink all parochial differences to
bring about harmonious happiness
all over the world" -- he exhorted his
audience.

The dance- drama and songs
based on poet's lyrics as profusely
enjoyed by the audience and these
were directed by the eminent
dance-director Dr Rina Dutt and
actress Aparna Dutt respectively.

Itis noteworthy that a dissertation
titted "Chatanya-Lalon-Rabindra-
Sabir Oitya Sankromon" on Sabir's
poetical works done by Dr Khandkar
Reazul Hoque who had a D. Lit.
from Kolkata. This is an honour for
not only of the poet but for the coun-
try where he lives.

Dr Rina Dutt presenting bouquet ,sweets and crest of "Meghdoot Cultural Centre" to Sabir Ahmed Chowdhury.
DrSanat Kumar Mitra (standing) presents a certificate to the poet.
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