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RECOMMENDATIONS

TV GUIDE

PICK OF THE DAYTODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS PICK OF THE DAYTODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS PICK OF THE DAYTODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS

TV GUIDE
CHANNEL i 
7.00  Prothom Sur
9.30  Music Plus
10.50  Jobon Jekhane 

Jamon
11.25  Mega Drama Serial: 

Grihogolpo
12.30 Drama Serial: 

Panthojoner 
Shakha

2.00  Bengali Feature 
Film: Shatiner 
Shangshar

Evening
5.35  Jonopoder Khobor
5.45  Srishtishukher 

Ullashe
6.10  Music Plus
6.50  Drama Serial: 

Bashor Ghar
7.15  Channel i 

Shangbad
7.45  Ispahani i Tele Quiz 

(Question) 
7.55  Close Up Juke Box
8.25 Drama Serial: 

Amader Gram 
Amader Shefali

9.00  Channel i News
9.31  Ispahani i Tele Quiz 

(Result)
10.00  Drama Serial: Dola
10.25  Channel i Mobile 

Quiz 2525
10.30  Channel i News 
11.15  Shangbadpotra 

Bangladesh
11.30  Live Telecast of 

BTV's News
  Telecast of BTV's 

10 o'clock News
12.20  Channel i News 

ATN BANGLA
06:00 Islamic Prog. 

Directed by Arkan 
Ullah Harui

08:00 ATN Bangla News
08:25 New Singer 

Competition Prog: 
"Nabin Boran"

09:35 Musical Prog: 
"Surer Madhury"

10:10 Talk Show: "Aloke 
Thimirey"

12:00 ATN Bangla News
02:05 Film Song's Prog: 

"Shur Chhobi"
02:30 ATN Bangla News 

Headlines 
02:45 Bengali feature film: 

"Baro Ma"
05:50 Islamic Prog: 

"Islamee Sawal O 
Jawab"

06:25 Children Prog: "ATN 
Shapla Shaluk Gold 
Medal Protijogita"

07:00 ATN Bangla 
Evening News

08:00 A Special Reporting 
on Singapore

08:35 Musical Prog: "Pop 
Dhamaka"

09:00 ATN Bangla News
09:15 Musical Prog: 

Theatre

HARUN UR RASHID

A
NAN Zaman, a youth with a 

humane mind, has written a 

full-length drama on the 

sexually challenged people com-

monly known in Bangla as hijra. A 

sympathetic study of the lives of a 

few hermaphrodites, the drama 

entitled Shikhondi Kotha (Tale of 

the Hermaphrodites) has struck 

quite a stir among the intellectuals 

and theatregoers of the city. 

R e c e n t l y,  M o h a k a l  N a t y a  

Sampraday staged the ninth show 

of Shikhondi Kotha. Anan, a stu-

dent of Drama and Dramatics 

department at Jahangirnagar 

University, is, however, not the first 

to deal with the hermaphrodites. In 

his novel Kobi Othoba Dondito O-

purush (The Poet or the Punished 

Un-man)  eminen t  nove l i s t  

Humayun Azad has shown how the 

meaning of self-existence reduces 

into a nullifying non-existence for 

the protagonist, when a group of 

religious fanatics sever his male 

organ. But Humayun Azad has 

written from a different point of 

view, on a different subject, and 

used the symbol of 'Un-man' for a 

different purpose. Humayun 

showed his protagonist as protest-

ing against the oppression of the 

fundamentalism, whereas Anan's 

treatment of his subject is rather 

realistic and sympathetic in nature.

In every existing social system 

of the world, a person's very first 

identity is determined by his/her 

sex property. But there are people 

who, for some unpredictable bio-

logical mystery, do not possess 

that vital property since birth. Again 

sometimes they go through a 

transformation, especially in their 

puberty, in which they lose their 

sexual identity. People with such 

sexual disability generally show 

characteristics of both male and 

female sexes. Deprivation of sex-

ual identity apart, what is yet more 

unfortunate for them is that these 

people lead a very inhuman life, 

always being subject to utter 

neglect and disgrace of the society.
Directed by Rashid Harun, 

Professor of Drama and Dramatics 
at Jahangirnagar University, 
Shikhondi Kotha is a tale of a per-
son who is born as a boy in a family, 
spends his childhood, and sud-

denly discovers in his puberty that 
he is partly a man and partly a 
woman. At once all normalcy of his 
life destroys, and an utter inner 
suffering runs him through his 
entire life, in which he searches for 
a dignified identity for living in the 
society as a human being. In 

course of this search he even 
stands defiant before the Creator 
and demands a sexual identity. 
First, he wants to be made a man, 
full of vigorous manliness and 
capable of reproducing his own 
blood descendants. Then he 
demands the Creator to turn him 
into an affectionate woman, who 
would be the caressing mother to 
all her children. Frustrated and 
agitated at the Creator's silence, 
the poor hermaphrodite finally 
begs the Creator to bestow on him 
at least a life as a human being.

Anan Zaman reveals through 
this research drama some com-
mon woes in the lives of hermaph-
rodites, which he has found in his 
research work conducted on the 
inhabitants of the den of Kali hijra at 
Sabujbag, Savar. After the revela-
tion of that fateful fact, the family 
involved always tries to conceal it 
from the neighbourhood. But, 
unnatural and awkward as it is, the 
feminine traits in a boy attract a lot 
of attention. Gradually, this burden 
of humiliation gets so heavy on the 
boy that he one day leaves home 
and finds out a hijra den. Often 
hermaphrodites of a den come to 
learn such facts and come to the 
family to take away the boy--their 
new soul mate.

Most of the hermaphrodites in 
our country are generally males 
with some exposed physical femi-
nine characteristics. Due to this 
duality, young males often fall in 
love with them. But once the truth is 
revealed, the lovers get terrible on 
the poor hermaphrodites and treat 
them very badly. Sometimes these 
lovers may show genuine human 
feeling, as is revealed in the drama 
by a hermaphrodite character. She 
once nursed and cured a youth 
from leprosy, for she had a true love 
for the man. He also loved her back 
and wanted to marry her. But in the 
end she managed to restrain her 
lover: after all, without the physical 
satisfaction a marriage could not 
last; after all, without the possibility 
of child-birth a family could not be 
complete--she assuaged his fancy.

The drama also shows how the 
agony of being a hermaphrodite 

drives after these poor creatures 
even after their death. In their 
community hermaphrodites main-
tain rituals of one's own religion, 
and after death they are given 
funeral according to that religion as 
the sex to which one had more 
bent. But often it is found difficult for 
them. In the drama, after the death 
of Chhotki, a hermaphrodite who 
maintained Islam throughout life, a 
moulovi denies to lead the janaja 
saying he does not know hermaph-
rodites' janaja.

Apart from one's own religion, 
hermaphrodites perform a com-
mon ritual called Dhol Puja, in 
which a dhol is given tribute. All 
hermaphrodites perform this ritual, 
for they consider the dhol as the 
prime source of their income for 
them. Besides collecting alms from 
markets, the other major occupa-
tion of the hermaphrodites is 'to 

dance a new-born'. This is a ritual 
of blessing the newborn through 
orgy of dancing and beating on the 
dhol. Sometimes they are hired for 
dancing at various rural events like 
jatra, fairs and circus shows.

Regarding his choosing such an 
extraordinary subject for writing 
drama, Anan tells that after reading 
a short account of the hermaphro-
dites in Selim Al Din's Keramat 
Mongol, he started thinking about 
it. He says that generally hijras are 
extremely maltreated in our soci-
ety. Moreover, their appearance in 
our literature and cultural activities 
is also limited to making ludicrous 
fun of them. But they are also 
human beings--absolutely human-
-in spite of a major lack in sexual 
characteristics, over which they do 
not have any control, Anan says. 
Anan frowns at why there is not 

even one hermaphrodite rickshaw-

puller or hawker-vendor. He 

believes that hermaphrodites also 

have equal rights as we have to live 

in the society with proper dignity; 

we should involve them into our 

ordinary social activities. Anan 

decries the inhuman nature of our 

existing social system. He has 

dedicated all the performances of 

Shikhondi Kotha to all sexually 

challenged people. He wants to 

convey out the message to every-

one: 'Come, let us accept them as 

they are and as part of our society.'

Telling tales of the third sex
Mohakal Natya Sampraday stages drama that deals with the hermaphrodites

Overtly sexual conversation is the main passtime of the hermaphrodites although they do not feel it themselves.

The characters of the play presenting the anguish of the sexually challenged

HBO
6:30 Rise 
8:15 Chameleon
10:00 Where's 

Marlowe? 
12:00 American   

Werewolf in   
London

2:00 Sunstorm
4:00 Delivering Milo
6:00 The Birds II:  

Land's End
7:45 He Said, She 

Said
10:00 Joe Dirt
11:45 First Knight 
2:30 American   

Werewolf in   
London

4:30 Delivering Milo 

SONY
6:30 Music Mantra
7:00 Dil Ka Dwar 

Khol
7:30 Amrit Varsha
8:00 Sant Asaram 

Vani
8:30 Chartbusters
9:00 Good Morning  

Disney
10:00 Music Mantra 
10:30 Thodi Si 

Bewafai
11:00 Chamatkaar
11:30 Family No. 1
12:00 Hum Sab Ek 

Hain 
12:30 CID
1:00 Kkusum
1:30 Meri Biwi   

Wonderful
2:00 Kutumb
2:30 Hubahu
3:00 Om Namay   

Shivay
4:00 Just Mohabbat
4:30 Chhoti Si Asha
5:00 CATS
5:30  Star Yaar   

Kalakaar
6:30  Disney Hour
7:30  Chartbusters
8:00  Music Mantra
8:30  Bachke Rehna  

Zara 
Sambhalna

9:00  Papa Ban 
Gaye  Hero 

9:30  Kkusum
10:00  Kutumb
10:30  Achanak 37 

Saal Baad
11:00 Aahat Dehshat 

Ke 6 Saal
11:30  Hubahu
12:00  Chhoti Si Asha

STAR MOVIES

7:00 An Innocent 
Man   

8:45 The Ticket   
9:15 The Claim   
11:15 The Dark Half 
1:15 Enemies A 

Love Story 
3:15 Space 

Truckers 
5:00 Stakeout 
7:00 Weird Science 
8:35 Sex, Lies And 

Obsession 
10:00 Memory Run  
11:30 Bad Moon  
1:00 Stakeout   
3:00 Submerged 
4:30 Weird Science

HALLMARK
1:00 The Other 

Side Of Love 
3:00 Getting Up 

And Going 
Home 

5:00 My Son Is 
Innocent 

7:00 Scholastic 
Clifford - 
Tough 
Enough/Stars 
In Your Eyes 

7:30 Caillou - 
Episode # 31 

8:00 Sesame Street 
- Episode # 
103 

9:00 My Friend Joe 
11:00 Johnson 

County War - 
Part # 2 

1:00 Touched By An 
Angel Vii (25 X 
1hr) - Episode 
# 11 Mi Familia 

2:00 Live Through 
This - Episode 
# 2 

3:00 Scholastic 
Clifford - Tough 
Enough/Stars 
In Your Eyes 

3:30 Caillou - 
Episode # 31 

4:00 Flipper (66 
Episodes X 
1hr) - Maternity 
Test 

5:00 Sesame Street 
- Episode # 
103 

6:00 Star Trek: 
Voyager - 
Episode # 81 
Message In A 
Bottle 

7:00 My Life As A 
Fairy Tale: 
Hans Christian 
Andersen (2 

Parts) - Part # 
1 

9:00 Early Edition - 
Season Iii - A 
Horse Is A 
Horse 

10:00 Star Trek: 
Voyager - 
Episode # 85 
Retrospect 

11:00 My Life As A 
Fairy Tale: 
Hans Christian 
Andersen (2 
Parts) - Part # 
1 

CARTOON 
NETWOR
K

(30 minutes plus)
6:00 The Perils of 

Penelope 
Pitstop 

6:30 Josie and the 
Pussycats 

7:00 Dexter's 
Laboratory  

7:30 The Scooby 
Doo Show 

8:00 The Ku Koo Du 
Koo Show 

9:00 The Mask 
9:30 The New 

Adventures of 
Captain Planet 

10:00 Mike Lu & Og  
10:30 Jetsons 
1:00 The Perils of 

Penelope 

Pitstop 
11:30 Josie and the 

Pussycats 
12:00 The Looney 

Tunes Show 
1:00 Tom & Jerry 

Kids 
 1:30 The Powerpuff 

Girls  
 2:00 The Scooby 

Doo Show 
 2:30 Addams 

Family 
 3:00 Flintstones 
 3:30 The Mask 

Power Zone  
 4:00 ThunderCats 
4:30 G I Joe  
5:00 Dexter's 

Laboratory  
5:30 Jackie Chan 

Adventures 
6:00   All New 

Popeye 
6:30 Scooby Doo 

Hour 
7:30 The Powerpuff 

Girls  
8:00 The Looney 

Tunes Show 
9:00 The Cartoon 

Cartoon Show 
10:00 Johnny Bravo 
10:30 Superfriends 
11:00 Huckleberry 

Hound Ed, Edd 
n Eddy 

11:30 Power Zone 
Midnight Run 

12:00 ThunderCats 

12:30 G I Joe  

CHANNEL [V]
(30 minutes plus)
7:00 [V] Hit Machine   
7:30 [V] Back To 

Back     
8:00 [V] Jumpstart 
9:00 [V] Hit Machine 
9:30 [V] Back To 

Back   
10:00 [V] Hit Machine   
10:30 [V] Back To 

Back   
11:00 [V] Hit Machine   
11:30 [V] Zabardast 

Hits  
12:00 [V] Jungli 

Jukebox  
12:30 [V] Fdfs 
13:00 [V] Hit Machine 
13:30 [V] Zabardast 

Hits
14:00 [V] Back To 

Back 
14:30 [V] Zabardast 

Hits 
15:00 [V] Back To 

Back
15:30   [V] Hit Machine
16:00 [V] Hotline 
17:00 Vitop5@5 
17:30 [V]Ideo War 
17:45 [V] Hit Machine 
18:00 Very V 
19:00 Ctrl [V 
19:30 [V] Zabardast 

Hits 
 20:00 [V] Back To 

Back 
 20:30 [V] Zabardast 

Hits    
 21:00 [V] Jungli 

Jukebox    
 21:30 [V] Fdfs 
 22:00 [V] Hit Machine 
 22:30 Late Night [V 
 23:00 [V] Zabardast 

Hits 
 23:30 [V] Back To 

Back   

ESPN 
(30 minutes plus) 
7:00 Western Union 

World Football 
(R) 

7:30 Australia 
Cricket Vb 
Series Hobart, 
AUSTRALIA 
Australia Vs 
England 7th 
Odi, 
Highlights(R) 

8:43 Australia 
Cricket Vb 
Series Sydney, 
AUSTRALIA 
England Vs Sri 
Lanka 8th Odi, 
1st Session(L) 

12:30 Cricket 
Programming 
Samsung 
Ratings Year In 
Review (R) 

13:00 Australia 
Cricket Vb 
Series Sydney, 
AUSTRALIA 
England Vs Sri 

Lanka 8th Odi, 
2nd Session(L) 

17:00 New Zealand 
Cricket National 
Bank Series 
02/03 Auckland, 
NEW 
ZEALAND New 
Zealand Vs 
India 6th Odi, 
Highlights(R) 

19:00 English Premier 
League 
Highlights 
English Premier 
League 
Highlights 
2002/03 (T) 

20:00 Sportscenter 
Hindi (L 

20:30 Pro Billiards 
2002 Trickshot 
Magic 
Baltimore, MD 
USA (R)   
01:00:00   

21:30 Australia 
Cricket Vb 
Series Sydney, 
AUSTRALIA 
England Vs Sri 
Lanka 8th Odi, 
Highlights(S) 

23:00 Sportscenter 
Hindi (T) 

23:30 English Premier 
Football 
League English 
Premier 
Football 
League 
2002/03 
Birmingham, 
ENGLAND 
West Bromwich 
Albion Vs 
Manchester 
United (R)   

STAR SPORT
(30 minutes plus)
5:30 Australian 

Open The 
Australian 
Open 
Sponsored By 
Kia Motors 
Melbourne, 
AUSTRALIA 
Men'S/Women'
S First 
Round(L) 

14:00 Australian 
Open The 
Australian 
Open 
Sponsored By 
Kia Motors 
Melbourne, 
AUSTRALIA 
Men'S/Women'

S First 
Round(L) 

17:30 Rally Racing 
Mrf National 
Motocross 
C'Ship 2002 
Mumbai, MA 
INDIA Event 
Highlights(T) 

18:00 Rally Racing 
Telefonica 
Dakar 2003 
Day 10 
Highlights(T)   
00:30:00   

18:30 Australian 
Open Highlights 
The Australian 
Open 
Sponsored By 
Kia Motors 
Melbourne, 
AUSTRALIA 
Day #1 
Highlights(S) 

19:30 Sportsline 
Tonight 
Sportsline (L) 

20:00 Team India 
Programming 
India Glorious 
Benoni, 
SOUTH 
AFRICA India 
Vs Zimbabwe 
Standard Bank 
Series 9th Odi 
H/Ls(T) 

21:00 Australian 
Open Highlights 
The Australian 
Open 
Sponsored By 
Kia Motors 
Melbourne, 
AUSTRALIA 
Day #1 
Highlights(R) 

22:00 Sportsline 
Tonight 
Sportsline (T) 

22:30 Cricket Talk 
Show Harsha 
Online On Tour 
In New Zealand 
(S) 

23:30 Sportsline 
Tonight 
Sportsline (R) 

STAR PLUS
(30 minutes plus)
6:00  Geet Bahar     
6:30 Geet Bahar     
7:00 Shaka Laka 

Boom Boom 
7:30 Aatma 
8:30 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet 
9:00 Fox Kids      

9:40 Hit Geet     
9:55 Kya Film Kya 

Geet 
10:00 Maal Hai To 

Taal Hai 
10:30 Hera Pheri   
11:00 Meri Saheli  
11:25 Film Toppers   
11:30 Shanti 
12:00 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet 
12:30 Kasautii 

Zindagii Kay 
13:00 Kumkum - 

Pyara Sa 
Bandhan 

13:30 Bhabhi 
14:00 Kyunki Saas 

Bhi Kabhi Bahu 
Thi 

14:30 Shagun 
15:00 Kahaani Ghar 

Ghar Kii 
15:30 Smriti 
16:00 Kaahin Kissi 

Roz 
16:30 Saans 
17:00 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet 
17:30 Small Wonder 
18:00 Fox Kids   
18:40 Aaj Ki Baat   
18:55 Kya Film Kya 

Geet 
19:00 Kumkum - 

Pyara Sa 
Bandhan 

19:25 Film Toppers 
19:30 Shaka Laka 

Boom Boom 
20:00 Krisshna Arjun 
20:30 Kasautii 

Zindagii Kay 
21:00 Des Mein Nikla 

Hoga Chand 
22:00 Kahaani Ghar 

Ghar Kii 
22:30 Kyunki Saas 

Bhi Kabhi Bahu 
Thi 

23:00 Kaahin Kissi 
Roz 

23:30 Aaj Ki Baat 

 STAR WORLD
(30 minutes plus)
5:30 The Brady 

Bunch 
6:00 Cheers 
6:30 Oprah Winfrey 

Show 
7:30 Bugs   
8:30 Nash Bridges  
9:30 Traders  
10:30 Oprah Winfrey  
11:28 Star Asia Travel 
11:30 World's Wildest 

Police Videos 
12:30 Suddenly 

RECOMMENDATIONS

Mobile Arts Exhibition
January 10-14
B a n g l a d e s h  S h i l p a  K a l a  

Academy has organised a 5-day 

long mobile art exhibition at 

various educational institutions 

since January 10 as part of its 

'Project for Expansion of Art-

activities throughout Country.' 

The present exhibition is going on 

at Udayan Higher Secondary 

School. The exhibition continues 

through January 14.

Concert

Antar Showbiz in collaboration 

with Close Up has organised a 

concert titled 'Rock Brigade' on 

January 17 at Army Stadium, 

Dhaka. Leading bands and solo 

artists such as LRB, dHAKA, 

Chime, NOVA, Banglar Baul, 

Prometheus, Edges, Aurthohin, 

Pantha Kanai, Conopy, 

Dalchhut, Tishma, Shumon and 

Sub Conscious will perform at 

the concert.
  
15th National Fine Arts Exhi-

bition 2002

The 15th National Fine Arts 

Exhibition 2002 is being held at 

the Bangladesh Shilpakala 

Academy. The exhibition will run 

through January 27 everyday 

from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and from 3 

p.m. to 7 p.m. on Fridays.

Exhibition

The oil on canvas paitnings by 

Kazi Salhuddin Ahmed is on at 

the Natioanl Museum till January 

14th

Exhibtion 

"The Ruin", solo exhibtion by 

Nahid Niazi Nipu has begun on 

January 10th at "La Galerie", 

Alliance Francasie 

First Knight    
On HBO at 11.45 p.m.
Lancelot lives by the sword. In fact, they're next door 
neighbours, so teaming up to fight for money comes 
pretty naturally. Lady Guinevere, on her way to marry 
King Arthur is ambushed by the evil Sir Malagant. 
Fortunately Lancelot is lurking nearby and he rescues 
his future queen. They fall in love, but Guinevere still 
fancies the idea of wearing a crown, so she honours her 

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS PICK OF THE DAY
STAR MOVIES 10.00 Memory 
Run 
 The year is 2015, and big 
brother is everywhere. The 
search for immortality is over. 
Science has finally achieved the 
impossible, undermining the 
most basic aspect of life: that 
Mind, Body, and Soul must be 
one, Those who benefit from this 
new technology will wake up to a 
new and youthful beginning - the 
rest of humankind must live a 
bad dream and wake up to a 
living nightmare that goes 
beyond life, beyond death, and 
beyond redemption.

HBO 10.00 Joe Dirt 
Joe Dirt is a janitor with a mullet 
hairdo, acid-washed jeans and a 
dream to find the parents that he 
lost at the Grand Canyon when 
he was a belligerent, trailer park-
raised eight-year-old. Now, 
blasting Van Halen in his jacked-
up economy car, the irrepressibly 
optimistic Joe hits the road alone 
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