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RECOMMENDATIONS

gallery.

Solo Exhibition

A solo exhibition of the paintings
and drawings by Abdus Shakoor
is being held at Shilpangan

Theatre

January 8

Sattik Natya Samproday comes
up with
Pezgee, an adaptation of the
French dramatist Molliere's Le
medecine malgre lui. The drama

its 9th production

will be staged at the Mohila
Somitiat6.30 p.m.

15th National
Fine Arts
Exhibition 2002

The 15th National Fine Arts
Exhibition 2002 is being held at
the Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy. At the exhibition,
several awards including
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Award 2002 for the Best Work,
Bengal Foundation Award, Arab
Bangladesh Bank Award, Deepa
Haque Award, Bashundhara
Group Award and Pacific Group
Gold Medal has been declared.
Honourable President Professor
Dr. lajuddin Ahmed inaugurated
the exhibition. The exhibition will
run through January 27 everyday
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and from 3
p.m.to 7 p.m. on Fridays.

Exhibition
December 27- January 8

A solo exhibition of paintings by A
H M Bashirullah is being held at
the Alliance Francaise de Dacca.
The exhibition will remain open

for visitors up to January 8
everyday from10a.m.to8 p.m.

Poems asserting the importance of women

Recitation programme

RummAN UDDIN AHAMED

HE recitation organization

'Shanan' had arranged a

recitation presentation of
poetry and audio drama at Dhaka
University's 'Nat Mondol' on 3rd
December 2003 named 'Konna-
Jaya-Jonony ebong Nari' (Daugh-
ter-Wife-Mother and Woman). This
was to honour the memory of
Begum Rokeya and the presenta-
tion was composed and directed by
Annaya Rahaman Putul.

Women should first be consid-
ered as human beings. The
programme was not a story of a
single woman but it was the tale ofa
couple's miseries and happiness,
though , in the last episode of the
story a woman's inward cry was
intense. This woman's cry is very
common in our society. It echoed so
much in the programme during the
weaving of the story, the cry became
only too obvious and apparent,
drawing everyone's attention to it.

Though celebrated in a single
thread, the programme was still
divided in four chapters: daughter,
wife, mother and woman. In the first
part 'daughter’, two poems of
Jibonananda Das and Moffazzel
Karim, and an audio drama by
Sanjeeb Chattopaddhay revealed
the sweetness of the eternal relation
between a father and a daughter.
The 'wife' section contained superb
parts of poems and conversations of
Jibonananda Das, Amio Chatterjee,

Some of the recitors

Jagannath Chatterjee, Hasan
Hafizur Rahman, Premendro Mitro,
Buddhadeb Basu, Sayed Shamsul
Haque and Purnendu Potri, which
were presented with perfection. Two
great poems by Rabindranath
Tagore, and others by Makid Haider
and Shamsur Rahaman revealed
the perpetual portrait of a mother.
The figure of a mother sometimes
stands for promise, sometimes
bravery, sometimes harmony
between the nature and a child, and
at times simply a parent. To the
'mother' part was added a letter
written by Kazi Humayun Haider to
his mother from the war field and
remembrance of Nirendranath
Chakrabarti.

The last part of the programme
pronounced the pain of womanhood
and spelled the words of protest

in remembrance of Begum Rokeya

jiit

against all unfairness faced by
women. Sunil Gongopaddhaya's Na
Pathano Chithi touched the inner-
most part of the heart. The
programme ended with the recita-
tion of the fiery writing by Mollika
Sengupta's Kathamanabi.

In the programme the partici-
pants were Maksuda Shirin, Shekh
Abdullah Mamun, Rashed
Kanchon, Naima Siddiki, Maskur-e-
Sattar Kollol, Aditi Sadia Rahman,
Anannya Laboni Putul, Toufigq Al
Mannan Tofa and Sajid Akhand.
Sohel Shahriar Rana composed the
music. Ishrat Nishat designed the
lights. Mojumdar Biplob designed
the stage. The programme was truly
thought provoking and at the same
time entertaining.

Participants of the function

In quest of saving Dhaka's rivers

Kamrul Hossain holds an exhibition of photographs on the misuse of Dhaka rivers

HARUN UR RASHID

MONG many other factors

that help a country to pros-

per, one very important one
is the capability of the country in
using its natural resources properly.
And being situated at the estuary of
many mighty rivers, Bangladesh is
gifted with some significant natural
resources. Crisscrossed by innu-
merable rivers both big and small,
Bangladesh's greatest natural
resources are its rivers. But unfortu-
nately, like in so many other cases,
we have not been able to properly
utilise the advantage of these rivers.

Focusing on such some
improper treatment of the rivers in
Dhaka, Kamrul Hossain held a solo
photography exhibition at the BPS
National Gallery from January 3 to
5. Entitled Nodi Bileen (vanishing of
rivers), the exhibition displayed
photographs of how our unplanned
and illegal activities have caused
damage to the Buriganga and many
of its branches. Kamrul's photo-
graphs are blazing witness of these
unwanted activities performed at
both the government and private
levels .

Not only is Dhaka situated on the
bank of the Buriganga, butitis also a
city encircled by several branches
of the river. This has created an
encircling riverway around Dhaka.

To protect the city from floods,
however, an encircling dam has
been built along this waterway from
Sadarghat to Gabtoli. And at differ-
ent places along this dam, a lot of
ghats (quays) have been built for
communication purpose. Boshila,
Kamrangichar, Keraniganj, Pagla,
Sadarghat, Lalbag, Hazaribag,
Mohammadpur, Rayer Bazar are
the places that are now playing a
vital role in communication in Dhaka
for transporting goods.

Since trucks and lorries are
prohibited to ply through Dhaka at
daytimes, an enormous amount of
necessary goods, from vegetables
to construction materials like brick,
sand, stone, iron-rods etc. are
carried down to the city through this
waterway. And this has reduced the
carrying cost significantly. But some
imprudent acts by the people have
brought uncertain fate to this privi-
lege.

In his photographs, Kamrul
shows how illegal high-rise struc-
tures have been built on the east of
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Mushrooming of illegal apartment buildings ruining the surrounding river

Kamrangichar. At one place
Kamrangichar seems almost to
have merged with Lalbag due to
these construction activities.
Moreover, these adjacent places
have been linked by bamboo-
bridges so that people can reach
across. But these bridges have
been built so low, that big size boats
and trawlers cannot cross beneath

them.

One photo at the exhibition
shows a narrow strip of road stretch-
ing through the river from Bosbhila to
Mohammadpur dam, thus dividing
the waterbody into two. There is no
link between the two parts, which
has drawn an end to the communi-
cation with Gabtoli. Taking this
opportunity, on the Gabtoli side of

the river, a few housing estates have
grown filling up the riverbed. As a
result, the encircling dam has
become pointless now.

At Rayer Bazar, similarly, a
medical college, fuel station, and
apartment buildings have been built
by filling up the riverbed. For supply-
ing gas to distant places like
Boshila, Kamrangichar, Keraniganj,
the government has built several
gas fields by filling up rivers. Again,
work of earth filling near
Mohammadpur dam is going on for
building play-ground and children's
park. A signboard bearing the
authority of Dhaka City Corporation
clearly says this.

Kamrul Hossain points out the
fact that both our government and
the general public are totally cal-
lous about the future effects of these
activities. Often seminars, proces-
sions and other campaigning activi-
ties are being held in the city to save
our environment. But the opportun-
ist money-mongers, it seems, have
turned a deaf ear to these outcries.
The government has also remained
completely silent. If things go on like
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Bridges link two areas only by bringing an end to communication by river
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this, it will not be very far when it will
be too late to mend any damage.
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