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American James Blake (top) plays a backhand return while 
compatriot Serena Williams waits during their doubles match 
against Spain at the Hopman Cup in Perth yesterday.

AFP, Perth

World number one Serena Williams 
was licking her lips Wednesday at 
the prospect of getting even with 
Belgium's Kim Clijsters in a Hopman 
Cup clash later this week. 

"There is definitely a bit of a 
score to settle, and I've been looking 
forward to this," said the American, 
still smarting over her defeat by the 
19-year-old in the WTA Tour 

Championship in Los Angeles in 
November. 

Fourth-ranked Clijsters won in 
straight sets, 7-5, 6-3 -- though the 
muscular American from Florida 
leads 5-1 in head-to-heads. 

"Last time we played I was so 
tired -- I just had no energy," 
Williams said, after breezing to a 
straight sets victory over Spain's 
Virginia Ruano Pascual in a Cup tie 
won 3-0 by the US, the tournament's 
top seeds. 

"But she's playing great, and it's 
good to see her doing so well. She is 

Serena chases Clijsters 

Arif new BSJA 
president
SPORTS REPORTER

Arif Rahman Shibly of the Daily 
Janakantha was elected president 
and his colleague Mujibur Rahman 
g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
Bangladesh Sports Journalists 
Association (BSJA).

The ninth biennial general meet-
ing and election of the BSJA was 
held at its office on Wednesday.

Following are the new BSJA 
office bearers:

President: Arif Rahman Shibly 
(Janakantha).

Vice-presidents: Khandker 
Manjurul Islam (Ittefaq) and Kamal 
Ahmed (Arthaniti).

General secretary: Mujibur 
Rahman (Janakantha).

Tr e a s u r e r :  P a r v e z  A l a m  
Chowdhury (Jugantor).

Members: Masud Ahmed Rumi 
(BSS), Aghore Mandal (Bhorer 
Kagoj), Al-Musabbir Sadi (Inde-
pendent), Raihan Al-Mughni 
(Sangbad) and Manija Rahman 
(Janakantha).

NZ also want 
to 
stay out of 
Zim 
AFP, Auckland 

New Zealand was working with 
other cricketing nations to keep this 
year's World Cup cricket out of 
Zimbabwe, Foreign Minister Phil 
G o f f  s a i d  i n  a  s t a t e m e n t  
Wednesday. 

He said he has also written to 
New Zealand Cricket asking them to 
request the International Cricket 
Council to take the six World Cup 
games out of Zimbabwe. 

The Commonwealth had sus-
pended Zimbabwe from its councils 
because of concerns of abuses of 
human rights and law by President 
Robert Mugabe's government. 

"For more than a year the gov-
ernment has been concerned with 
internal security in Zimbabwe," he 
added. 

"I have raised the issue with the 
New Zealand Cricket Board 
because I am working closely with 
like-minded Governments who wish 
to see an end to human rights 
abuses and a flouting of Zimbabwe 
law by the Mugabe regime.  

"There is a collective desire that 
nothing should be done to give 
comfort to the regime or to acknowl-
edge that what is happening in 
Zimbabwe is in any sense accept-
able.  

"Our objective in seeking support 
from the international cricket com-
munity to move its fixtures from 
Zimbabwe is to make clear to 
President Mugabe that the whole 
international community views his 
actions as completely unaccept-
able," Goff said in the statement. 

WI include 
two 
rookies for 
WC 
AFP, St. John's 

The uncapped pair of opening 
batsman Devon Smi th  and 
wicketkeeper Keith Hibbert were 
named on Tuesday among five 
players who will train with the West 
Indies team at their World Cup 
preparatory camp. 

Promising 21-year-old left-
hander Smith and 22-year-old 
Hibbert, as well as international 
caps Daren Ganga, Ryan Hinds and 
Daren Powell will attend the two-
week camp in Antigua, starting 
January 12, alongside the the 15-
man squad already named. 

"Effectively, these five players 
have been shortlisted by the 
Selection Committee in case any 
member of the original 15 is unable 
to participate in the 2003 World 
Cup," said Michael Hall, chief cricket 
operations officer of the West Indies 
Cricket Board. 

Smith has emerged as one of the 
bright batting prospects in the 
region following two solid seasons 
in the West Indies first-class cham-
pionship, and outings with the 
Young West Indies and West Indies 
A-Teams. 

Hibbert is one of the young 
candidates the selectors have been 
eyeing to fill the role of 'keeper in the 
future. 

West Indies, World Cup champi-
ons in 1975 and 1979, meet hosts 
South Africa in the opening match of 
the World Cup in Cape Town on 
February 9. The other five teams in 
Pool B are Sri Lanka, New Zealand, 
Kenya, Bangladesh and Canada.     

PCB appoints 
new 
manager for WC
 AFP, Karachi 

Pakistan Tuesday appointed former 
senior diplomat Shaharyar Khan as 
manager of its cricket team for the 
coming World Cup, replacing 
Brigadier Khawaja Mohammad 
Nasir, who reportedly developed 
differences with senior players. 

"We have appointed Shaharyar 
Khan as team manager for the 
World Cup," Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) acting director Zakir Khan 
said. 

Pakistan has a history of sacking 
its captains, coaches and managers 
in controvesial circustances. 

Local media said Nasir, who is 
with the Pakistan team currently 
touring South Africa, had a clash 
with captain Waqar Younis and also 
developed differences with some 
senior players. 

"The decision has nothing to do 
with press reports which we believe 
were not correct," the PCB official 
said, without giving reasons behind 
his replacement. 

Nasir took over from Yawar 
Saeed in September this year and 
was given a tenure till the World 
Cup, to be held in Southern Africa in 
February-March next year. 

Former foreign secretary Khan 
had also served as team manager 
during Pakistan's tour of India in 
1999-2000. 

Kenya bring 
Karim back
 AFP, Nairobi 

Former Kenya cricket captain Asif 
Karim has been recalled from 
retirement to join the 15-man 
Kenyan squad for the 2003 World 
Cup. 

Spinner Karim, 38, is one of two 
big surprises in the team named 
here on Tuesday by Kenya Cricket 
Association (KCA) vice chairman 
and selector Harilal Shah. 

Karim and 28-year-old batsman 
Alpesh Vadher have not played for 
Kenya for over two years, as both 
players had retired after the 1999 
World Cup in England. 

The two are expected to bolster 
the Kenyan team, which showed a 
serious lack of an all-round talent 
dur ing their  recent tour of  
Zimbabwe, where they lost all their 
one-day international matches. 

Strike bowler Jimmy Kamande, 
whose bowling action came under 
scrutiny in England in 1999, has 
been left out of the team, which 
includes three Obuya brothers. 

SQUAD 
Steve Tikolo (captain), Maurice 
Odumbe, Asif Karim, Alpesh 
Vadher, Ravindu Shah, Hitesh 
Modi, Brijal Patel, Martin Suji, Tony 
Suji, Thomas Odoyo, Kennedy 
Obuya, Joseph Angara, Peter 
Ongondo, David Obuya and Collins 
Obuya. 

AFP, Christchurch 

New Zealand skipper Stephen 
Fleming praised opener Nathan 
Astle for playing a key innings in the 
third one-day international against 
India here on Wednesday. 

Astle smashed a 30-ball 32, 
including 22 runs in one over off fast 
bowler Javagal Srinath, as New 
Zealand crushed India by five 
wickets in a low-scoring day-night 
match at the Jade Stadium. 

The hosts scored 109-5 in reply 
to their opponents' 108 to gain a 3-0 
lead in the seven-match series. 
Astle was the game's top-scorer. 

"An over like that can turn the 
game," said Fleming. 

"He (Astle) mentioned over lunch 
that he was going to have a crack. I 
quite liked it when he said that. 
That's what he did. In the context of 
the game, it was probably frustrating 
for the Indians." 

The New Zealand opener 

cracked five boundaries in that over, 
including four in a row. 

India captain Saurav Ganguly 
echoed the same sentiments, 
saying that Astle's quickfire knock 
turned the game in New Zealand's 
favour. 

"I think the approach he (Astle) 
adopted was the best way to play on 
these wickets," said Ganguly. 

"If you stand there defending two 
or three good deliveries in each 
over, you might snick one. He took 
his chances and scored a brisk 32, 
which turned the game in their 
favour." 

Ganguly declined to comment on 
the pitch that had bounce and 
helped seam movement, making 
batting difficult. 

"Everyone has watched the 
match on TV and scores are proof 
enough," he said. "I have said 
whatever I had to say before in 
Auckland, so I don't have to com-
ment on pitches each time." 

Ganguly criticised the track at 
Auckland after India were bundled 
out for their lowest-ever total of 108 
against New Zealand in the opening 

game last week. India equalled that 
total here. 

Fleming conceded the pitch was 
not easy to bat on. 

"It (the pitch) did seam," said 
Fleming. 

"I was surprised. I have played a 
lot of cricket at this stadium, but this 
one certainly did a lot more than I 
can remember. It didn't expect it to 
provide that much assistance to 
bowlers. 

"What we have at the moment is 
challenging conditions for batsmen, 
but we are coping a little bit better 
than the Indians." 

The Indian captain admitted his 
team had been struggling for runs 
on the current tour. 

"It has been a struggle for us," 
said Ganguly. "We have not been 
able to put runs on the board. We 
have worked hard in the nets, but in 
the middle, it's the same old story. 

"When we came to New Zealand, 
all our batters were in very good form. 
We had scored tons of runs, but that 
has changed completely. We have 
not really got the momentum going." 

Astle applauded 

AFP, Melbourne 

Sri Lanka can look forward to the 
New Year with renewed confidence 
after beating Australia A by five 
wickets in their one-day cricket 
match at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground on Wednesday. 

Opener Marvan Atapattu's 
unbeaten 101 off 137 balls guided 
Sri Lanka home with eight balls to 
spare for only their second win of the 
Australian tour. 

After Australia A made 210 for 
eight off their 50 overs thanks to 
Ryan Campbell's 61, Sri Lanka 
reached 211 for five in the 49th over 
with Atapattu and Russel Arnold (47 
not out) combining for an unbeaten 
78-run stand after the visitors lost 28 
for four. 

Sri Lanka were cruising at 105 for 
one in the 27th opener before 
Nathan Hauritz (2-34) and Greg 
Blewett (1-19) applied the brakes. 

W h e n  c a p t a i n  S a n a t h  
Jayasuriya was adjudged run out by 
the third umpire from Michael 
Clarke's throw, Sri Lanka had 
slumped to 133 for five. 

But Atapattu found form after 
amassing just 56 runs in the three 
tri-series matches to date and 
played the perfect foil to the dashing 
Arnold. 

It was Sri Lanka's second win of 

the tour from six matches after 
beating a Victorian Country XI on 
Sunday. 

Sri Lanka had Australia A on their 
knees at 137 for seven in the 38th 
over after cashing in on some poor 
early batting from the home side. 

Clarke (18) and Michael Hussey 
(seven) gave easy catches and 
Andrew Symonds (19) was stuck 
mid-pitch after a mix-up with 
Campbell after captain Jimmy 
Maher won the toss. 

But Campbell (61 from 70) and 
Hauritz (23 not out) saved face, 
adding 72 off 76 balls for the eighth 
wicket. 

Campbell was at his inventive 
best and used his trademark scoop 
shot behind the wicket to take four 
off Pulasthi Gunuratna and help the 
A's scramble for 37 runs from the 
last five overs. 

Campbell was the last man out, 
bowled by Jayasuriya with two balls 
left in the innings. 

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard of the limited-overs 
cricket match between Australia A 
and Sri Lanka at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground on Wednesday: 
AUSTRALIA A 
Blewett c Gunuratna b Fernando 37 
Maher lbw b Buddhika 2 
Hodge b Buddhika 6 
Clarke c Jayasuriya b Gunuratna 18 
Symonds run out 19 
Hussey c De Silva b Gunuratna 7 
Campbell b Jayasuriya 61 

Harvey lbw b Jayasuriya 13 
Hauritz not out 23 
Noffke not out 1 
Extras: (b-1, lb-4, w-13, nb-5) 23 
Total: (For 8 wkts in 50 overs) 210 

Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-36, 3-72, 
4-73, 5-86, 6-111, 7-137, 8-209 
Bowler O M R W 
Nissanka 8 0 27 0 
Buddhika 9 0 37 2 
Fernando 10 1 44 1 
Gunuratna 10 0 43 2 
De Silva 3 0 10 0 
Jayasuriya 10 0 44 2 
SRI LANKA 
Atapattu not out 101 
Gunawardena c Harvey b Noffke 8 
Tillakaratne c Campbell b Blewett 30 
De Silva c Bracken b Hauritz 4 
Jayawardene c Maher b Hauritz 6 
Jayasuriya run out 4 
Arnold not out 47 
Extras: (w-9, nb-2) 11 
Total: (For 5 wkts in 48.4 overs) 211 

Fall of wickets: 1-37, 2-105, 3-
115, 4-128, 5-133 
Bowler O M R W 
Noffke 10 2 31 1 
Bracken 9 0 45 0 
Harvey 9.4 0 45 0 
Symonds 5 0 37 0 
Hauritz 10 0 34 2 
Blewett 5 0 19 1 
Result: Sri Lanka won by five 
wickets. 
Man-of - the-match:  Marvan 
Atapattu. 

SL back to winning ways 

V-Day badminton
UNB,Dhaka

Men's singles competition of the 
Rhine Group Victory Day badminton 
tournament advanced to the 
quarterfinal stage at the NSC 
wooden floor gymnasium yester-
day. 

In the day's matches, Raju beat 
Enayet 2-1 , Javed defeated Shakil 
2-0, Moktar beat Pesta 2-1, 
Mashrafi outplayed Saifuddin 2-0, 
Rais beat Mahboob 2-1, Palaks 
beat Alam 2-0, Sarwar beat Peter 2-
0 and Parash defeated Deo 2-0. 

In  the  women's  s ing les ,  
Sushmita beat Nadia, Ruma 
defeated Rosmila, Momo beat 
Tania, Dola beat Tuhin, Dulali 
defeated Ankhi and Sabina beat 
Mou, all by straight 2-0 sets at the 
same venue. 

such a nice girl." 
Explaining why she thought she 

was beaten by Clijsters the last time 
they met, Williams said: "It was a 
case of too much tennis at the end of 
the year. Mentally, I was shot and 
physically I was 'dead'. 

"I just needed a break. I was 
playing too much. It was my first 
time playing that many tournaments 
consecutively. I never took time to 
have a deep breath. 

"The thing is I have been playing 
all the matches, and everybody isn't 
playing as many as I am. 

"But now I am feeling a lot better 
than I was in November. Anything 
from what I was then, for me, right 
now, is just a huge step ahead. I'm 
just happy that it's not LA." 

Asked how she planned to play 
against Clijsters, Williams said: "I'm 
just going to go out there and have 
fun. It should be real fun." 

Williams began the New Year in 
dazzling fashion, breezing to a 
straight sets win over Virginia 
Ruano Pascual, 6-3, 6-3. 

Blake, ranked 28th, gave the US 
an unbeatable 2-nil lead when he 
outclassed Tommy Robredo (30th) 
6-3, 6-0 in just 50 minutes. 

Williams, 21, needed only 61 
minutes to wrap up the women's 
singles against her 65th-ranked 
opponent at Burswood Dome. 

Williams and Blake then teamed 
up to win the mixed doubles, beat-
ing the Spaniards 6-1, 6-4. 

The victory gave the US, top 
seeds in the mixed teams tourna-
ment, a strong chance of reaching 
Saturday's final of the million dollar 
(560,000 US) contest, as well as 
ensuring Spain -- reigning competi-
tion champions -- will not defend 
their title 

The US had already trounced 
Uzbekistan's Iroda Tulyaganova 
and Oleg Ogorodov 3-nil. 

It was Spain's second loss in the 
contest -- they went down 1-2 to 
Belgium's Kim Clijsters and Xavier 
Malisse two days earlier. 

PHOTO: COURTESY
Chief of  Naval Staff Rear Admiral Shah Iqbal Mujtaba is seen with the winners of the annual tennis and squash champion-
ships of the Bangladesh Navy at the Area Tennis Complex in Chittagong on December 31.
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Nuruzzaman run out  22
Anisur lbw b Ahsanullah  15
Bidyut b Ahsanullah  3
Mostaq not out  10
Ripon lbw b Sabbir  1
Aminul b Ahsanullah  52
Shafaq c & b Ahsanullah  30
Extras: (b-10, lb-7, nb-1) 18
Total: (All out in 66.4 overs)  181

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-9, 3-9, 4-
48, 5-70, 6-85, 7-87, 8-93, 9-148
Bowler O M R W
Ashiq 9 5 10 3
Shafiuddin 18 7 37 0
Aftab 7 3 19 1
Ahsanullah 14.2 6 52 4
Sabbir 18 5 46 1
Result: Chittagong won by an 
innings and 8 runs. 

Barisal v Khulna
Venue: DCS
BARISAL: First innings 241 all out 

in 96.5 overs (Anis 52, Imran 29, 
Towhid  45 ;  Man jaru l  3 /67 ,  
Jamaluddin 2/29, Al-Amin 2/34)
KHULNA: First innings (Overnight 
346-5 in 94 overs)
Sajjadul c Kafi b Pijush 75
Salim c Shahin b Anisur 32
Raju st Shahin b Pijush 84
Salauddin c Anisur b Nadif 41
Hasanuzzaman c & b Nadif 55
Manzarul c Debabroto b Arman  59
Monirul run out  18
Jamal st. Shahin b Nadif  17
Razzak not out  1
Extras: (b-4, lb-3, nb-3) 10
Total: (For 8 wkts in 100 overs) 392
Fall of wickets: 1-144, 2-177, 3-203, 
4-268, 5-313, 6-350, 7-381, 8-392
Bowler O M R W
Anisur 9 3 18 1
Debabroto  15 1 86 0
Nadif 28 4 91 3
Imran 1 0 6 0

Ali Arman 31 4 113 1
Pijush 16 1 71 2
BARISAL: Second innings 
Imran c Sajjadul b Al-Amin  11
Ranim c Sajjadul b Russel  4
Shahin c Hasanuzzaman b 
Al-Amin  0
Nahidul c Hasanuzzaman b 
Al-Amin  25
Kafi c Selim b Manjarul  66
Towhid batting  110
Arman batting  4
Extras: (b-6, lb-2, w-2)  10
Total: (For 5 wickets in 85 overs)  
234

Fall of wickets: 1-8, 2-9, 3-16, 4-
149, 5-213
Bowler  O M R W
Al-Amin  18 6 43 3
Russel  9 4 13 1
Manjarul  21 5 53 1
Jamaluddin 19 30 58 0
Razzak  18 2 59 0

Big win for Chittagong 
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slammed an impressive 108 in the 
previous match, was never given the 
freedom to play shots. He made seven 
before being caught behind off Mills. 

Ganguly looked woefully out of 
touch as he failed for the seventh 
successive time, scoring four before 
edging Tuffey to McCullum. He has 
made 29 in his four Test innings and 
18 in three one-dayers. 

Laxman survived a confident 
caught-behind appeal when on two 
in Oram's opening over before 
falling to a dubious decision. 

He was given caught behind by 
Sri Lankan umpire Asoka de Silva 
even though the ball did not appear 
to have hit the bat. 

The procession continued as 
Dravid, Kaif and Sanjay Bangar fell 
in quick succession to leave their 
team tottering at 83-6. 

Dravid, unable to score freely, 
lost his wicket in sheer frustration as 
he mistimed a pull off Hitchcock for 
Daniel Vettori to take a superb head-
high catch at mid-on. 

India realised that fortune never 
favours the timid as Yuvraj was run out 
backing up, courtesy bowler Hitchcock's 
deflection on to the stumps off a Zaheer 
Khan straight drive. 

SCOREBOARD 
Complete scoreboard of the day-

night third one-day international 
between India and New Zealand at 
the Jade Stadium here on 
Wednesday: 

INDIA 
Sehwag c McCullum b Mills 7 
Ganguly c McCullum b Tuffey 4 
Laxman c McCullum b Hitchcock 10 
Dravid c Vettori b Hitchcock 20 
Kaif c McCullum b Oram 17 
Yuvraj run out 12 
Bangar c McCullum b Tuffey 1 
Agarkar c Hitchcock b Astle 6 
Zaheer not out 8 
Harbhajan c Vincent b Hitchcock 0 
Srinath c Fleming b Oram 1 
Extras: (lb-8, nb-5, w-9) 22 
Total: (All out in 41.1 overs) 108 

Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-15, 3-38, 
4-67, 5-82, 6-83, 7-90, 8-100, 9-102 
Bowler O M R W 
Tuffey 10 2 11 2 
Mills 10 2 26 1 
Oram 8.1 1 22 2 
Hitchcock 8 0 30 3 
Astle  5 1 11 1 
NEW ZEALAND 
Fleming c Kaif b Zaheer 4 
Astle c Ganguly b Srinath 32 
Sinclair c and b Agarkar 0 
McMillan c Kaif b Agarkar 22 
Vincent lbw b Agarkar 15 
McCullum not out 10 
Oram not out 10 
Extras: (lb-6, nb-1, w-9) 16 

Total: (For 5 wkts in 26.5 overs) 109 
Fall of wickets: 1-37, 2-39, 3-50, 

4-83, 5-92 
Bowler O M R W 
Srinath 8 0 44 1 
Zaheer 9 2 26 1 
Agarkar 8.5 1 26 3 
Bangar 1 0 7 0 
Result: New Zealand won by five 
wickets. 
Man-of-the-match: Daryl Tuffey. 
Fourth ODI: Jan 4, Queenstown. 

Kiwis fly in same style 

FROM PAGE 13

"You never know when your next 
one's going to be or whether this 
one is going to be your last one. 

"You don't want to go out there with 
the attitude of 'this is my last game.' 

"I think you can dwell on that too 
much. You've just got to go out and 
appreciate you're playing for 
Australia, which is a great honour. 
No matter how many times I've 
played for Australia I still go out and 
think it's fantastic that I'm playing for 
Australia." 

Waugh, as always, will shun 
sentimentality. 

"That's what I'm going out there 
with in this Test match," he said. 

"I'm not going to be sad and think 
maybe this is the last time I'm here 
or there's extra applause, which is 
really nice. I can't let the emotion get 
overbearing. 

"I just want to go out there and 
enjoy my cricket." 

Waugh has 9,931 runs from 155 

Tests with 28 centuries and 48 half-
centuries. His average is 49.44, and 

he has more wins (33) than any 
Australian captain, bettering 

Border's 32 with the latest win in 
Melbourne. 

His highest score is 200 against 
the West Indies at Kingston, 
Jamaica in 1995, when he was 
involved in a famous confrontation 
with Curtly Ambrose. 

TEAMS
AUSTRALIA (from): Matthew 
Hayden, Justin Langer, Ricky 
Ponting, Damien Martyn, Stephen 
Waugh (captain), Martin Love, 
Adam Gilchrist, Jason Gilles-
pie, Brett Lee, Stuart MacGill, 
Andrew Bichel, Brad Hogg, Brad 
Williams.
E N G L A N D  ( f r o m ) :  M a r c u s  
Trescothick, Michael Vaughan, 
Mark Butcher, Nasser Hussain 
(captain), Robert Key, John 
Crawley, Alec Stewart, James 
Foster, Paul Collingwood, Richard 
Dawson, Andy Caddick, Steve 
Harmison, Alex Tudor.

Waugh's milestone Test 

Pakistan
FROM PAGE 13

in Durban after being dismissed for 
161 in their first innings despite a 
long batting line-up, will need to 
perform with much more discipline 
in Cape Town.

Batsman Faisal Iqbal could 
make way for Hasan Raza towards 
that end. Pakistan may also have to 
find a place for fast bowler 
Mohammad Zahid after Waqar was 
struck a painful blow on the right 
forearm by Ntini during the first Test.

TEAMS 
SOUTH AFRICA (from): Herschelle 
Gibbs, Graeme Smith, Gary Kirsten, 
Jacques Kallis, Boeta Dippenaar, 
Neil McKenzie, Mark Boucher, 
Shaun Pollock (captain), Nick Boje, 
Makhaya  N t i n i ,  Mo rnan tau  
Hayward, Andrew Hall, Monde 
Zondeki.
PAKISTAN (from): Waqar Younis 
(captain), Inzamamul Haq, Taufeeq 
Umar, Shahid Afridi, Salim Elahi, 
Yousuf Youhana, Hasan Raza, 
Abdul Razzaq, Faisal Iqbal, Younis 
Khan, Fazle Akbar, Kamran Akmal, 
Mohammad Sami, Mohammad 
Zahid, Saqlain Mushtaq. 

SA on
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editorial. 
"By ensuring Zimbabwe is left 

out of the international cricket loop, 
the world would signal its utter 
disdain for Mugabe's unwillingness 
to reform and restore his country to 
a constitutional democracy." 

The ICC sent a security and 
safety delegation to Zimbabwe last 
month and that group recom-
mended the six scheduled Cup 
games could proceed. 

The six matches in Zimbabwe 
involve the teams of Namibia, 
England, India, Australia, the 
Netherlands and Pakistan. 

Ali Bacher, the South African 
executive director of the 2003 ICC 
World Cup, told the state broad-
caster the cricket boards calling for 
the ban had no leg to stand on. 

"What is happening ... is unac-
ceptable," he said. 

The cricket showpiece begins on 
February 8 in Cape Town. Most of 
the matches will be played in South 
Africa, but Zimbabwe will play its six 
group matches at home, and two 
matches will be played in Kenya. 

BKSP Int'l Tennis

Chinese 
Taipei
dominate 
SPORTS REPORTER

16 matches of boy's singles first 
round and three girl's first round and 
eight second round games of the 
g i r l 's  s ingles of  the BKSP 
In ternat iona l  Jun ior  Tenn is  
Championship 2003 was held at the 
BKSP Tennis Complex in Jirani 
yesterday.

Top boy's seed Tai-we-Liui of 
Chinese Taipei and top girl's seed 
Tingwen Wang, also of Chinese 
Taipei, moved into the second round 
after straight sets victory over their 
first round opponents.

Bangladesh's Amol Roy also 
entered second round by beating 
compatriot Mizan.

MOST TEST-
MEN 
REUTERS, Sydney 

List of most appearances in Test cricket 

history: 
156  Allan Border, Australia 
155  Steve Waugh, Australia 
132  Courtney Walsh, W Indies 
131  Kapil Dev, India 
128  Mark Waugh, Australia 
125  Alec Stewart, England 
125  Sunil Gavaskar, India 
124  Javed Miandad, Pakistan 
121  Viv Richards, W Indies 
119  Ian Healy, Australia 

(Steve Waugh will equal Allan 

Border's record in the fifth Ashes Test 

against England starting on Thursday) 
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