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There is no frenzic

screaming or dancing on stage, _

no crazy anligucs to impress
the crowd. Yel there is an
overfllow ol clectrilying ex-
citement that gencrales as
soon as a few notes of Jim
Morrisson's ‘L A woman’' is
Elnyed., Al the recent concert

eld in the Engincers
Institute in November the
screams and shouls ol appreci-
ation from the gallery as soon
as thcy came on-stage lefll no
doubt as o who the slars of
the show were. Miles — one of
the older

Bangladesh once again
their power to enthrall with
pure talent.

Even aller almost 12 years
Miles is still one of the icading
bands of the country. So what.
is the sccret of their enduring
success cven with innumerable

rock groups emerging into the -

'pop scenc'? Says lead vocalist
Hamin ( othcerwisce known as
Tokon), "There are many ncw
bands but few in Lhe right di-
rection. The philosophy has
become quality repl ':I/by
quantity. Most of these bands
are inlcrested in only onc
thing: c¢xposure. Fame and
glamour arc the only incen-
tives to play. They are not
bothered aboul actually lcarn-
ing music. We on the other
hand. are very keen about
learning and understanding
the music whether through
books or just by listcning Lo
differcnt Llypes of - music.
Another thing that has moved
us up is that we have been
lucky to be able to have a
combination of talcnied

people. In our band cverybody
is somcbody and this has been
maintained over all these ycars
inspite of many changes —
members joining or lcaving
the band”. Moving with the
time is also an impertiant in-
gredient in their popularily.
in Lheir late twentics

to early thirtics the band
members have managed Lo
grasp all age groups, In their
concerts Lhere s something
for everyone, hcavy metal for
the young mial¢ crowd, roman-
tic ballads for the gals and mu-
sic that is nwant for all — qlﬂin
simple rock and roll.
The conceplion of Miles
took placc at a time when the
‘hyppic’ culture of the lalc

From "Your Bible and you"

In the wonderful book of
Danicl, besides Lhe greal
prophecy concerning the next
world empirc, you will: find
several prophories .

Onc of the most impressive,
having all manncr of (ascinal-

s for cveryone alive
, is that which reads: “13ut
thou, O Danicl, shut up the
words, and scal the book, cven
1o the time of the end: many
shall run w0 and fro, and
knowilcdge shall be increased”
(Danicl 12:4).

And here a great light
shines upon this precious pas-
of Seripture, for it is an
table fact that the past
ycars have wilnesscd

greater progress in education
than any ethcr in the
of the world.

Every country loday boasts
of its wniversities, colleges,
and schools. Many have com-
pulsory cducation for the

a thing unheard of at
mn ng of the ninc-
teenth century. Everywherce,
oo, a tide ol Merature, iIn

and being welcomed
milions in ribes and na-
tions that have beeome Nicrale
only within the past twenly or
thirty ycars.
Furthermorc, scientists of
all nations arc scarching oul
more and more of the scercis

arc dig-
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iIn a New bottle

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

60's and carly 70's was
spreading like wild fire all over
the world. This included rock
music as radical and rebellious
as that of Grand Funk, Duep
Purple and The Doors. In
Bangladesh this storm pro-
duced the king of Bangla Rock
Azam Khan and the first con-
cert ever held in Bangladesh
took place in 1973 wilh
groups such_ as Abnormal

Three, ‘Ugly Faces™ and Azam
Khan's band. It was alter at-
tending this concert thatl the

L

memubers of Miles,
their carly teens, started to
drcam of forming their own

‘band which became a reality in

1979. Al present the Miles
cnsemble’ consists of 1lamin
(Tokon) as vocalist and bass
player, Shalin also on the vo-
cals and lead guitar, Manam on
the keyboards and Milton on
the drums, So far they have
brought oul 2 English albums
(Miles ‘82 and a step further
'86) and a ncew Baggla album
called P'ratisroti’ Consisting of

The Miles ensemble : Hamin, Manam, Shafin and Milton
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Miles : Preserving the O
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love songs aboul heart break,
unreguited-love and relation-
ships in gencral, .

Music for these pcople
comes quile naturally, possibly
because most of the members
come from music-oriented
familics. Shafin and [lamin for
example, arc the sons of the
renowned  classical singer
Feroza DBegum. When asked
what their mother thinks of
their music the reply from
Shafin is, "Well, at first she
wasn't enthusiastic with all the
racket we made in the housc
during practice, but if the mu-
sic s good, she appreciates it.
She has always cncouraged us
to follow our dreams.” Manam,
son of the well-known music
dircetor Mansur Ahmed, too
has grown up in a houschold
where music has been both a
passion and a means ol liveli-

.hool?ﬁi for all four memboers the

* thrill of playing for a throbbing

and  appreciative conceert

crowd is the same. With this
thrill, however, is the fear of

the concert being marred’ by
violenee which has become a
rcgular feature ol the concert
scene in Dhaka. The result of

Lthis is thal bands likc Milces |

are finding it in¢reasingly dil-
ficull o lind venues o hold

concerts. Says Shafin, "Aller |

weeks of gruelling rehearsals,
when a concert is ruined be-
causce of senscless fighting,
nothing can comparce to such a
let down. The venuces them-
sclves arce just not big cnough
to accommodalte so many pco-
plec which leaves them wery
frustrated and angry when they
can’'t gel in the conceert hall”™
With tLheir ability to pre-
scrve Lhe old wine in a new
bottle by keeping their original
Nlavour and blend of talent
touched with the new vogue in
music, Miles still feels it has a
long way to go. When asked
about the future of Miles,
Shafin mysicriously says, "We
have big plans’, declining o
claborate on this. Rumours
have it thal tours to the sub-
continent  are-on the list. [3ul
lcts just say the challenge
ahcad for Miles is hreaking on
through to the other side’l

Fans may write to : Miles
45 Banani C/ A
L oad 17, Bananid
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It is hard Lo believe that
such extraordinary devolop
menis have taken place so
swiftly:; and harder sitill to real
ize what a dillcrent world it
was a hundrcd years or so ago.
In thé 1850s Lhere were no
affplancs, no cars, nor any ma
chines opcrated by an internal
combustion engine. There
woere no lrucks, tractors, or
tanks. Thore were no electri
lights, nor any clecirical appli
ances. Anyone with a humble
gas jct in his home was re-
garded as a plutocral. Railroads
were just beginning to be pop-
ular, though many people were
still afraid of them. The sailing
ship was sull sovepeign of Lthe
scas, wilh a few primitive
stcamships making their ap
pearance amid much public
excilemoent. Some newspapors
cxistied, but no elephone or
welegraph sysicms. Antiscplics
and ancsthotics were unknown
and a visilt Lo a hospital was a
nightmare. Modern surgoery,
dentistry, and ophthalmology
were in Lhetr infaney. Nobody
had cver heard of antitoxins,
insulin, sulfanflamide, or pent-
cfllin, or even a clinical ther
momier! '

The fact is that a ecnlury
ago the world was just begin:
ming o emerge from the nwen-
tal torpor in which it had lan
guished for ages. It was like a
butterflly issuing from a
chrysalis in which it had been
mysicriously imprisoned [rom
time immemorial.

Prior 1o 1800, most pcople
were still livig in much Lhe
sarpe way Lhetr lorclathers had
lived for thousands of years.

How far and [ast have wo
come sincce Lhen! Imagine whal
Abraham Lincoln and Willtam
Gladstone would say il Lhey
should come o lile loday and

under the polar icccap. Most
would say, We

explanation cven by Umn'Ttwfm

Jhave grown up with Lthem.

Yei all this docs not give a
complete pieture of the won-
ders of this marvelous age in
which we find gursclves.
Convurrent with the inorcase
of knowledge and invontion
there has corme about & move-
menl of people withoul prece-”

dent in history. Millions arc
constantly rushing hither and
you by plane, train, ship. and
car. all the while calling lor
more and more speed so that
they may travel ever [arther
and faster in a Hmited awmount
ol time,

Jet-propelled  plancs  are
carrying passcngers laster than
the speed of sound . Man has
cven ventured into the heav-
cns

All this has been aceompa
nied by a complete exploration
of the globe, A cenlury ago
much of It was c¢nveloped in
mystery. Only the most daring
spirits scl sall for lands alar.
llow diffcrent is the siluation
néw! As Jules Verne once
wrole: “There are no mwre im
passable deserts, no more un-
lathomable scas, no more inac-
cessible mountains.” The poles
have been visited so ollen that
an cxpedition to to the Arictic
or Anlarictic arouscs lttle

A Look at the B
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public interest. Amazon jun-
gles, once considered impene
trable, have been explored on a
scale no one would have
dreamed possible in ycars
gonce by, The primeval forests
of Africa echo to the hum ol
giant plancs that fly above
them and o the roar of cars
that hurtle through them on
major highways.

Whalt doces it all mean? Read
the prophecy again: “Butl thou,
O Danicl, shut up the words,
and scal the book, ¢even to Lthe
lime of the end: nsiny shall run
lo and [ro, and knowlcdge
shall be increascd.”

Surcly this day _ our day _
is the one the prophet had in
mind. Il was o the twenlicth
century that the angel bade
him look. And as w¢ behold
the [ullillment eof thesc
prophetic words on such a lav-
ish, global scale we cannot bul
admit that we arc living in Lhe
tUme of the end, anmid the crt-
sis al history's closc.
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The lecture is on the art of
'‘giving’ not 'getting’; Not that
the thought of giving cver
comes without the thought of
receiving trailing along. But we
shall try just the samic. ..

Now that Christmas is upon
us we can ponder upon the
"concepl of giving (and gelling).
Christmas is a time of giving to
others, of sharing ... love,
smiles and happincess, What
better way to make somconc
smile, be happy and feel loved
is there but a beautiful gilt.
Gifts have the extraordinary
ability of making pcople cx-
tremely happy. It is not only at
Christmas that we are [aced
with the dilcmma of giving
the appropriate gifls.
Especially in a country like
ours where Christmas plays a
small role in the lives of most
pecople. Bul the thought ol giv-
ing and sharing is nol uniquc
to the Yuletide scason. The
idea or thought of giving is
natural for us. A simple llowcr
given Lo someone [eeling bluce
and the smile that is given in
return should be reward

S e

Gift of Love

By Naheed Kamal

enough, but we arc alterall
human and the meed 10 el a
similar 'something’ back is
only natural : | gave her a
flower so she should give me a
million dollars!’] of course ex-
aggeralc bul our thoughls run
somewhere along Lthese lines,
Gilts don't nceessarily have
to be given during Christmas
or birthdays or anniversarics.
The best gilts are those given
"just becausce”... They arc a
show of love, not a show ol

how much you arc prepared o

spend or how rich you arc. Bul
of coursc if you have got it you
show it, but don't Raunt it (that
can be lotally tasteless). Gills
don’t have to be matcerial... it
can be a long drive on a moon-
lit night, a picnic for two (or
more), a card Lo say you carc.
Its the thought thal counts,
the thought thal you carc. You
don't necessarily have lo give
something Lo show Lhat you
care, you have o "show™ Lhal
you carc. To show you carc
doesnot mean you have 1o be
pretentious about it, be ever so
sublle and thats how you tlop

- Life After

chool

by Judith G DeCosta

Long beclore | had cven sal
for my O’level examinations, |
had planned what | was going
to do immedialcly aller them :
take the rest of the following
year ofl | The pressure of
cramming a three year syllabus
into my brain in six months
was the cause of such unrea-
sonable thinking. Soon | real-
ized I'd be too bored sitting
around all that time; anyone
can get lired of doing nothing
afler a certain period ol time.
So what can | do Lo [ill the
empty, loncly hours? Finishing
school was a wcell and good
things (o do, bul what next? A
'levels? Of course. Bul the
question was wherce? | could
count on the lingers of onc
hand places where | would be
taught somcthing worlth
lcarning. Alcevels is nol the
(said) “piece of cake™, we take
the O'levels o be, so the ques-
tion of privale coaching al the
Advanced level does nol arise.
Anyway, with the restricled
choice, choosing my new
school (or college, which |
should call it) was not much of
a problem.

It was casy cnough for me
to solve my posl-school prob-
lems. Conipared 1o others, |
probably didn’l even have one.
But what of those who don’t
have the right conncclions,
who have lo miss a wholc aca-
demic ycar because they don'l
know whal o do aller class-X?
A lot of students, nowadays, do
their melric and then of
O'levels. | know quile a few,
but you'll just have Lo Llake my
word for it withoul any namc.
The rcason lfor Lhis prolonged
high school education is nol
becausc they want the best ol
both worlds; not all. Onc girl
with whom | am acquaintced
finished her mwetric al the age
of seventeen. Then she applicd
to girl's collcge somewhere
around Dhaka but was rcfusced
withoul any cxplanation from
Lhe authorities. So, withoul any
hope of continuing her cduca-
tion by means of the "Bangla
medium” System, she began
studying for a few O'level sub-
ccts. To thoroughly preparce

erscli for the exams look
nothing short of onc and a hall
years. She was lucky o gt
good grades in Lthem. Owur
friend had not given up hope
on the colleges so she tried
the same college once more.
Much to dismay she falled the
cntrance exam; drastic
changes had laken place in the
syllabus since the last tinw she
had uscd it. So, she deckded 0
put her O'levels 10 use and ap-
plied 10 the wrong instituie for
the right gurpnn-. Aller a
“rush, rush; hurry, hurry’
course, our friend sal for here-
levels for  result that showed
she had just wasted her time.
Yes, it was very bad, but | am
notl going o tell you how bad.
use your mind.

I've given you just one ©x-
amplc, but you all are probubly
awarc of many more similar »f
tuations where student
uges going around in acadcmic
circles, i | were 10 be severcly
critical, | would say that the fu-
ture for school leavers Is so
dark that they nced floed-

Hights. Well, not inerally, but i

the right authoritics were to
shed some light on the prob-
lcm and provide some educa-
tional [acilitics for school-
lcavers, Lherefore creating a
kind of "no-man’s land” where
ceven il they don't learn much
oul of Lcxts, they can practlise
cnhancing the built-in aptitude
cach and cvery person is in-
spired with. There are many
aspiring artistes within every
on¢ of us, many of whom can
somc day be the pride of the
nation. But with the lack of
[acilitics al home many seck a
workshop abroad, some pa-
triotic cnough to' return,
others never looking back. One
is never too old to learn, we
hear so often. But one is never
too young cither. Life is a les-
son lo kearn with your head out
ol a lexibook. It is never Lloo
carly Lo start that education.
You will have less to regret,
the carlier you slart,

That philosophy should not
be mistaken for a deterrent
lrom finishing your acadcmic
lifc. Notice,
there is a thick margin drawn
between the academic opli-
mist and the pessimist. The
former will have a clear-cut
perspective about which road
to follow, unlike our unfortu-
nate ricnd mentioned carlier.

Whalever system we are o
have in our country, let's hope
cvery one is well provided for.
Metric ¢exams should be fol-
lowed by inlermediate exams,
nol O'levels. From there the
students should go to a univer-
sity where the students are cn-
thusiaslic about a higher edu-
calion, rather than trigger-
happy fighters. IUs casy enough
for those studying their
A'levels to go off 1o Europe of
the States to university but it is
not a privilcge everyone will
have. As a resull of not know-
ing the next siep you see many
young pcople around lown
comfortably employed in travel
agencies or schools or news-
papcrs (just like this oncl)
hardly a month or a year oul of
school. It's more comliorting

carning a fast buck Lhan
;;u in‘l hard-carned moncy

on collcge. It shouldn't hawe Lo
be so. though. Why not do both
carn and lcarn? Sarc! Why net
have your cake and cat it too?
Try it; you won't be sorry. I'm
rod |

somclime thal

the list. A gift docsnot have Lo
be big either alter all
things come in small packages.
| could on forcver on the
virtucs of giving and sharing
and loving and so on so forth,
but | am ne saint. | am a sin-
ncr, just as much as the next
person.

I too wanlt to get back
in rcturn for all that | give
(depending on whether il was
a thump on the head or a
string ol pearlsl)

In the end it is all a maller

of taste. Your taste differs from
mine and mine from his and
his’ from her's, so on so forth.
But what docs it matler what
you give because you spend
months racking your brains
trying to think up the perfect
gilt and thén end up giving
somcthing that someone else
gives or something that the
reeciver already has. So all you
have o do is just go out there
aind buy the [irst thing you sce
and watch the magical cfleets

of that gilt from the heart.
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The Rising Stars
wish you a

Merry Christmas

LAUGH

Four cleargymen wure one
day taking a shorl brcather
from their tight schedules and
sal chatting on a park bench.

"You know,” said onc, “since
we're all such riends this
might be a good Limc to dis-
cuss the problems that arc
disturbing us”. They all noddud
in agreement. _

“Well, 1 would like to sharc
with you the fact that#l drink
lo ¢xcess,” said onc.

There was gasp from the
other threc. Then aneother
spoke up. "Since you were so
honest, I'd like to say thal my
big problem is gambling. IUs
u:rrlﬁk:. I know, but | can’l

() U 17

quill I've even been templed Lo
take moncy from the collec-
tion plate.

Another gasp was hceard,
and the third clergyman
spoke. “I'm rcally troubled,
brothers, for | am growing
fond of woman in my church a
married woman!”

More gasps. Butl the fourth
man rcmained silent. Aller a
fcw minutes the others coaxed
him 0 open up. "The fact is,”
he said,”l just don't know how
o tell you aboutl my problem.”

"It's all right, brother. Your .
scerel is safe with us.”™ "Well,
it's this way,” he said. “You see,
I'm an incurabic gossip.”
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the gifts from the song “The Twelve Days of

l. Name
Christmas.”
2. Name the three wise men who arrived al Jesus' birth,
3. What profession was Jesus born into?
4. What is the origin of the pame Santa claus?
5. Which king ordered that newborns be killed?
6. What were Jesus' laslt words on the cross? .
7. What is the name of the garden where Jesus was
capturcd?
8. Who sang “I'm drecaming ol a while Christmas™
9. Name five of Santa's reindecr.
10. Who dented Jesus before the cock crowed?
Answers to Dec 6th's Quiz Club are :
| Spokes woman for the Palestinians in the Middle East
Peace Talks.
2 et
3. John Major
4 G.M. Nousher (Prince)
& Intcrnational Labour Organization Bangkok. Thailand
6. Isa Khan
T. Ponm Penh
8 Edward Shevardnadze
9. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacilic '
10. Larry Fortensky.

Fill out this form and send it to us, and you will be a member

of the Rising

Star Club. Send in your writings,illustrations,
and cartoons. It is an ideal opportunity to express yourself

through the print media.




