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The SAARC Summit

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia leaves today
for Colombo to join six other heads ol govern-
ment ol SAARC In a determined bid to put In a
new lease of life into Lthe seven-nation alliance.
Indeed, there should be some relief in South Asia
that the summit which was originally scheduled
in the Sri Lankan capital from November 7 (0 9
but was unexpectedly posiponed due to the In-
ability of the King of Bhutan (o atlend it, is being
held aller all. On the other hand, there may be
doubts in many minds as to how much can be
achieved by a 10-hour summil. Some will also
wonder i the meeting is not a mere formal ritual
to allow the President of the Maldives Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom Lo hand over the chairmanship (o
President Ranasinghe Premadasa ol Sri Lanka.

The sceplicism is understandable, even well-
founded. The dilliculties {aced by the alliance just
in organising ils summil meetings, nol Lo men-
tion the cynical comments made by the media in
the region and outside, do not raise the level of
confidence about the [uture of the grouping. We
believe, the primary task of the leaders attending
the one-day summil is Lo take note of the growing
popular disenchantment about the alliance in-
stead ol assuming thal such a [eeling does not ex-
ist. They should then proceed to discuss and,
hopefully, adopt measures which would help in
dispelling the prevailing negative feelings about
the association that, all said and done, still repre-
sents Lhe best ellort to build bridges ol co-opera-
tion among the seven nations in the region. It is
for the leaders and their foreign ministers to de-
cide how this should be achieved. Bul we know
for sure thal this cannot be done by rhetorical
statements or by a refusal Lo recognise the reali-
ties of the situation. What is needed is a lot of
hard thinking and close consultation among lead-
ers, covering Lhe issues and problems which, di-
rectly or indirectly, have thwarted the progress
of SAARC.

In the process, leaders ol the grouping should
agree on the need to reaflirm the objectives of
SAARC as outlined by the countries concerned
when the alliance was launched in 1985. Here,
their main concern should be (o ensure that the
alllance faces no undue stresses and strains
caused by problems in the bilaleral relations
among member nations. Of course, Lhis is easier
said than done. However, in our view, an In-
creased thrust towards the implementation of
socio-economic projects, undertaken by the al-
llance, may help the confidence-building process.
Keeping this in mind, the summil should also
agree on some new projects, such as the setting
up ol a regional meteorological centre in Dhaka as
proposed by Bangladesh, projects which offer
immediale and most visible benelits to the mem-
ber states. It would certainly help the grouping if
its new projecls turn out to be a Jittle ambitious,

involving the active participatiorny of the private

sector and non-governmental organisations. At
this slage, the leaders should also earefully con-
sider bringing In high oflicials or even the heads
of ministries of trade and industries in the plan-
ning ol new projects.

We assume that during their private consulia-
tion, the summit leaders will touch on the bilat-
eral issues and see how the lension caused by
some of them can be lowered. We see nothing
wrong in their discussing an issue like Kashmir
and in leaders of India and Pakistan briefing their
colleagues from other [ive countries on their re-
speclive positions. Similarly, the discussion
should also provide an opportunity to Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao (o offer his assessment of
the visit of Prime Minister Li Peng of China to
India, for the benelit of heads of government
from other six countries. As leaders whose politi-
cal maturity calls for no proof, the seven leaders
can indeed use the forum for frank exchanges on
all issues, just as their counterparts in Southeast
Asia do in ASEAN, bul making sure the projects
undertaken by SAARC are not overshadowed by

political dillerences among member nations of
the alliance.

A Devious Move

It is hard to accept the claim of the
Government Radio in Rangoon that Nobel Peace
laureate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been expelled
from the country's opposition party, the National
League for Democracy (NLD). Ms Suu Kyi who has
been under house arrest for more than two years
had led her party to viclory in the national elec-
Uon last year. But the military junta refused to ac-
cept the electoral verdict, and faced student
demonstrations .and growing unrest in different
parts of the country.

If NLD leadership has indeed ‘expelled” Ms
Suu Kyi for her alleged links with Lhe rebel
groups and f[oreign organisations, the move has
undoubtedly been forced on the opposition party.
According to dissident groups In Bangkok, party
leaders were compelled "at gun point” Lo depose
Ltheir leader. The groups in the Thai capital also
say that hundreds of NLD members have been
Jalled by the military government in Rangoon.

An extremely serious situation within Burma
which had turned critical in recent months is
now decidedly extremely alarming. The junta
seems capable of doing almost anything to hang

on (o power by any means which one would
shudder (o conteniplate.

The outside world which is all for the overdue |

change in Burma in favour of a democratic
regime, based on the electoral verdict. must now
acl. Bul one is not sure what it can do to bring
about the change. The only way lies in a con-
certed action undertaken by ASEAN. the United
States, Japan and China, which must tell the
Junia in Rangoon in no uncertain terms that
‘enough is enough. The envoys of these countries,
based in Rangoon, must deliver the strongest
possible protest on the junta and treat the move
as the beginning of a process aimed at the
resloration of a legitimate democratic adminis-
tration in Burma, headed by Aung San Suu Kyi.

S Prestdent Goorge
ush's dectsion Lo dolny
a hnl-nnur:lrotud Lrip

to Asia In the face of erticisms
about his handling ol domestic
allairs has some analysis
asking whether hush s being
"Gorbachevised ™.

They are relerring Lo Lthe
irony Lhat Soviet President
lﬂllzdl Gorbachcv appears to
have become extremely un-
popular al home despite win-
ing unprecedented acclaim
abroad almost singlchand -
edly ending the 48-year Cold
War

Over Gorbachev's six-ycar
tenure, cach (rip abroad
scemed Lo bring down his
popularity at home another
notch, as il his successes In
foreign policy served only teo
highlight his inability o deal
with ic problems.

“Is the same thing n-*
ing here o George Bush?
Asks Stanicy Greenberg, a Lop
Democratic Party opinion ana-
lyst currently working with
Arkansas Governor and
Democralic presidential can-
didate Bill Clinton.

That appears o be preciscly
the calculation of White Housc
political adviscrs who report-
edly persuaded Bush that a
two-week trip to Astan this
month could scriously damage
his political position al home
and reduce his chances for re-
clection next year,

And Lhe loss of a
Pennsylvania Scnale scal in
last week's US mid-term clec-
tions by Bush's long-time
Richard Thornburgh to a Mttk-
known Democral scemed Lo
conflirm that the US middic

Is Bush Being 'Gorbachevised'?

Like the Soviet President who is acclaimed abroad but hugely unpopular at home, US
President George Bush is finding that his foreign policy triumphs could actually work
against him. Jim Lobe of IPS reports from Washington.

class, much like the Sowviecl
public, is fed up with a lcader-
ship which does not appear o
care aboul Lheir dewriorating
plight.

A siring of polls showing
that a strong majority of Lhe
public belicves Bush i1s spoend-
ing oo much time on forcign
pu'icy and not cnough on do-
mestic problems, point 1o
problems for the man who
clearly wanied o devole his
term to buflding a “new world
order” (o replace the Cold War
ended by Gorbachev.

"Almost cvery foreign policy
success he gels now is an ad-
vertisement for what seems 1o
be making people most angry,”
sald Greenberg, who earlier
this ycar gave the key-note ad-
dress al a mecting of all
Democratic senators and rep-
rescnlatives,

Indeed, the slogan, Come
home, George', is [ast becom-
ing the Demeocratic Party's
1992 campaign theme. The
parly pul on salc last week a
ncw 1-shirt thal reads: "George
[lush went o Rome and all |
gol was Lhis lousy recession.”

This theme actually echoes
whal an increasing number of
Bush critics and [riends, in-
cluding somc of the most ven-

policy cslablishment, have
been saying with increasing
urgency over Lhe past [ive
months.

“What is desperately re-
quired” is a “psychological turn
inward”, said William lyland,
editor of the prestigious
Foreign Affairs journal, wriling
in the New York Times nows-
papcr.

liyland, a Sovict expert whe
has scrved in senior posilions
in boith Republican and
Democratic ad ministratjions,
arguced Lhat foreign policy
problems, “arc no longer that
urgent” comparced with the
donmwstic problems faced by
Washinglon, particularly the
“conslanl squeeze on Lhe
middie class”

“f America’s cconomy does
falter, so will the underlyi
source of ils Internaliona
power,’ wrole Robert
llormals, a lop internatlional
cconomic alde to former
Presidents Ronald Reagan and
Jimmy Carter. Columnist and
former diplomat Leslie Gelb
warnced DBush, “our nation is
[alling apart”,

[Jush has ignored this ad-
vice, scorning it as the sour
grapes of the declinisis’ — a

crable pillars of the US forcign  group of historians who in Lthe
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1980 s argucd that Washinglon
had cxhausied tsell In s
competition with Mescow and
was now over-exicnded in its
mihiary commiiments abroad
vis-avis the size and strength

of iLs economy.
Jutl the declinisis appcar

o have support — slrong ma-
Jorilies now say lhat
Washinglon is "on the

irack® or “in decline”.

conirasts with poll resulls
spring when Bush was still

basking in the glow of the Gulf
War

Bush's decision Lo put off
his lrip lo Asia suggests Lhe
Whiic llouse has [inally gotien
the message.

Whalt this mcans, according
o some US officials, is thal
Dush's cfiorts 10 build a new
world order’, — particularly in
the Middie East — may be cf-
fectively put on hold untfl after
ncxl year's clections.

Just as Gorbachev's ability
to dominate world aflairs from
lalc 1986 10 1990 was cventu-
ally undermined a [ree-

: as Lhe mas-
ler of the world's “only super-
power” is being compromisced
by mounting domestic prob-
kms.

And Il he cannol work 1o
bring improvemcnls in the
cconomic well-being of Lhe
clectorale over the next year,
he may [find, like Gorbachcv,
that his vaunted forcign policy
achievements will actually
worked against him.

Peace Now Movement Could be Coming into its Own

by Benjamin Cohen

process cver arrives al a

successiul outlcome
Israel's Pcace Now movement
is likely to claim some credit.
Peace Now represenls an
Israeli conscience rejected by
the ruling Likud Party.

Recent polls suggest that up
to 50 per cent of Israclis iden-
tify with its ideas in once way or
another.

Since the Stale of Isracl was
created in 1969 pockcets of s
Jewish socicly have opposcd
government policies lowards
the Paleslintans. While many of
these movements and organt-
sations have been consigned w
the political margins, [PPcace
Now has overcome thesc ob-
stacies.

While right-wingers regard
Palestinian sclf-determinalion
as incompaltible with the aims
of a Jewish Statc. [cace Now
has consistently argued that an
accommodalion with the
Palestinians has (o be reached
if Israel is 0 enjoy a secure
future.

The impetus for Peace Now
came in 1977 when Egyptian
President Anwar ¢l Sadal tried
unilaterally to rcach a peacc
agreemenl with Israel. The
Camp David accords, brokered
with the mediation of US
President Jimmy Carter,
established full diplomatic re-
lations bctween Egypt and
Isracl.

For the Palcstinians, who
condemned Sadal's aclions as
treachery to the Arab cause,
the accords promised aulon-

I F the Middle East peace

address.
Voters list

Sir, Voters list on Lhe basis
of which last general election
of Feb was held contains many
mistakes. All the political par-
ties have complained in re-
spect of that. Many cligible
voters have been excluded. On
the other hand, many namcs
appear on the list existence of
which in the area concerned
cannol by much endeavour be
explored. For urban arcas, par-
ticularly in the capital city,
holding number against the
name of the voler should be
there 1o facilitate to locate and
ascertain finclusion of a
particular person. Otherwise,
it takes much time 3 locate a
voter from tLhe list.

The percentage of mistake
in the volers list of urban arca
is very high which naturally
demands its cancellation and
issuance of orders for prepa-
ration ol voters list afresh,
Never in Lhe past such high
percenlage of mistake crept in
the list. Therc is rcason be-
hind it. Than occupation of
polling booth and driving way
voters by exploding bombs and
indiscriminately stamping the
ballots became the modus
ul:erlndi of clections. Voters
almost lost their confidence
and intcrest in clections.
Therefore Lhe persons who
were engaged Lo prepare the
voters list did not venture to
travel [rom house to housc.
The volers also did not feel
encouraged to see for them-
selves whether their names
really appeared in the list.
These [aclors helped much the
multiple mistakes and crrors
to remain in the list rather
unnoticed and un-rectified, But
then the siluatlion « has
changed absolutely. The Acting
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As the Arab-Israel talks drag on, the long-established movement in Israel known as Peace
Now may have an increasingly important role to play. It represents an Israeli conscience

opposed by the ruling Likud Party and a
only by talking and not by military action.

rgues that the Middle East problem can be settle

omy in the territorics occu-
pied by lIsracl lollowing the
1967 war. The Shamir gov-
ernment remains commiticed
to the autonomy plan, which is

still  rejected by  the
Palestinuns.
Noevertheless, Peace Now

argucd thal the agreement be-
tween Isracl and Egypt meant
that pceace could also be
achicved with the Palestintans
and the rest of the Arab world.
The movement grew when
Isracl invaded Lebanon in Junce
1982, with Lthe goal of finally
crushfmg the Palestine
Libcration Orjganisation (I’LO).
The war provoked interna-
tional outery and deep discom-

fort within Israel. 1n July
1982, on¢ month aflter the in-
vasion, Pcace Now held a

protest rally in Tel Aviv al-
tended by 100,000 Israclis.
Pcace Now hit the hcead-
lines again in October 1982,
following the massacre ol
Palestinians by Isracl's
Lebanese Christian allies in the
Sabra and Shatilla refugee
camps in DBeirut. Some
400,000 lIsraclis at a rally in
Tel Aviv demanded Isracli
withdrawal from Lebanon. The
prolcst was one factory thai

provoked the resignation of
Proune Minister Mcnachoem
Bogin. At the same time, by
cmphasising its loyally to
Ziwonism and Isracl as a Jewish
Stale, 'cace Now carned itsell
a mainstrcam respectability
dented 1o other groups.

The basts of Peace Now's
programme is that the contin-
uced occupation of Palestinian
land is uncthical and against

Isracl's truc interests. The
cenlral thenw ol Peace Now
documents is that the

Palestinian question will be
solve through Lalks not military
aclon.

This argument has influ-
enced cven member of the
Likud. For example, Moshe
Amirav, formerly of its central
commitlee, recently told the
Palestinian monthly Ma'a-Nas
that the war in Lebanon led
him to the conclusion that
there is no military solution o
the Palestinian problem.

Since the Palestinian in-
tifada began in 1987, Peace
Now has campaigned for Lalks
and against exlended Jewish
scttlement on the occupicd
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

When regional peace lalks

Oclober, Peace Now held a
rally in Tel Aviv, — an estimaiced
B0, 000 attended — which iIn
volved a mixture of scll-con-
gralulation and support for the
ncgoliations. Peace Now also
ook the rally as a sign Lthal a
riflt between the Isracl leflt and
Palcstinians, which developed
because of Palestinian support
for Saddam [lusscin during the
Gull crisis, was over.,

Although the Isracli right
shuns Peace Now for its will-
ingness to concede Lerritory,
the movement also has its lefl-
wing critics. Despite the suce-
cess of its pre-Madrid rally,
Pcace Now would nolt send
delegation to the Spanish
capital for fear of being scen as
Lrying Lo upstage Shamir in the
world's pruss,

Left-wingers charge that
this indicales Peace Now's po
litical weakness. Isracli jour-
nalist Michel Warshawky says
this has put Shamir in an idcal
position:

“lle can trust them as long
as he believes Lthat there is any
place for negolialions in order
lo gain time and Amcrican
support, and he can trust the

began in Madrid in law  right-wing when he comies Lo
- S——— -

President, Juslice
Shahabuddin Ahmed, had been
very much able to hold a [rec,
fair and neutral clection undcer
an unbiased impartial clection
commission. It has given a
chance o those to apply Lo the
district Elcction Commission
office whose names do not ap-
pear on Lhe list. L3ul the
method to approach for the
purpose is very troublesome. A
man who becomes desirous of
inclusion is first to run (o
election office and procure
form. The form requires to be
accompanied by the school
certificate for the proofl of age
and holding tax receipt. Then
he is to submit the form per-
sonally. Desired co-opcration
from the office of the district
Election Commission is lack-
ing. A man who did not have
schooling and has grown old,
how can he prove his age? A
man who resides in vacant plot
which has not holding number,
how can he include his name?
Where from families living in
slums will get the holding
numbers?

Thercfore, the method or
procedure requires to be mod-
ifled. We request the con-
cerned authority to give us a
chance with a procedure very
simple to include our names in
the voters list without much
troubles so that most of us lit-
crate or illiwerale, rich or poor,
can cxcrcise our political right.

Md Khalllur Rahman
Kaxzipara, Mirpur, Dhaka.

Garment industries

Sir, No doubt that garments
industry has appeared as
blessing for the natifon. On one
hand, this industry is reinvigo-
raling the broken economy
and, on the other hand, it is

playing an unprecedented sig-
nilicant role in female awaken-
ing through the provision of
employment for thousands of
women. Bul recently a sign of
thunderbolt is there — facing
it from two sides, external and
internal, Such foreign coun-
lrics as have been beaten in
this field for their internal dis-
order now scem lo be active,
in sabolagcous ways in this
country, to rcgain their lost
business. And then the system-
atical fault in government,
semigovernment and bank in-
surance {s nol less responsible
for the living disorders in this
industry. Morcover the disre-
gard for law and lack of fore-
sight of the leaders are gradu-
ally pushing this industry to-
wards destruction. we should
not forget that such destruc-
tion of market for our tea, jule
and [inally lcather was sum-
moned in inlternational and
thousand of our workers had Lo
live an inferior life with the
burden of non-cmployment.
Propricltors and the moncy
lending institutions had to face
a greal crisis, -

The inhabjtants of the
country shall consider whether
the promolers of garments in-
dustry have been playing gen-
uine role or not. The destruc-
tion any way, of the industry
shall not only hasten the finan-
cial reverse but also impede
Hvelihood Lo lacs of workers of
which the major portion is fe-
male, and shall lead to a
dreadful employment crists.

It is said that the Factory
Actl has nolt been materialized
fully and it is being pressed
much to materialize the Act
cent pre cent in garments in-
dustry. Bul none considers the
point that if the Faclory Act is
lo be maintained fully then
first the butldings housing
moslt of the [actorics shall have
to be changed or recon-
structed for which about a year
shall be needed. It should be
thought that who shall pay Lhe
wages of the workers shall *
they be kept without! In fact,
the well-known quarters think
that the Factory Acl is not so
much maintained in any other

industry as in the garments
industry barring some cxcep-
tions. Even in some cases Lhe
wages are three to five times of
the wage announced by the
government. Yet all the cevil
sayings seems duc for the
owners|

It is strangce that when
there are twentythree regis-
tered ¢ in all the industries
with jute included, there are
aboul one dozen federations in
the garment industry alone! It
is however, said thal most of
those federations have no legal
existence. In our country's luw
the activitics of unregistered
federation is prohibited and a
punishable crime. Bul some of
them arc picking up thanks by
calling openly even press con-
ferences.

Democracy does nol contain
anarchy. All expect good trade
union activities. DBul il it is in
the method against the law
and that threcatens destruction
then it is a sign of thunderbolt
lo be called. However, we only
wish let the garments industry
cxpand more and Lhere be
friendly relations between Lhe
owners and workers. It is ex-
pecled by all the patrons. If
nceeded, the factlories be res-
cued by re-fssuing clauses for
some inellective clauscs of Act.
Md Nasiruddin
Gopibagh, Dhaka.

Smuggling

Sir, The government has
laken  strong decision on
check smuggling. We welcome
the decision and sincercly
hope that all the quarters will
extend their fullest coopera-
tion in getting our nation out
ol this curse.

Meanwhile, it is often heard
that pecople in the higher
strata ol our socicty with high
connections are actually in-
volved with the traflicking of
foreign and other illegal goods.
It is expected that the authort-
tics will take appropriate
mcasures to apprehend Lhe
undcreover amugglers’ cirele.
M. Zahidul I lague

Bangladesh Agricultural
College, Dhaka

the conclusion that the time
has come to blow up Lhe con-
lerenee, or at least squecze
further concessions from Lhe
Malestinians, the Arabs and Lhe
Americans.”

Matityahu I'cled, a former
Isract gencral and now a
leading light in the radical
Isracli Council for Isracli-
Palestinian  Peace (ICIPP),
cchocs these sentiments:

The DPeace Now movement
is onc of the worst things that
has happened 1o us. Nice peo-
ple in Israel get logether two
or three times a ycar and shout
a few slogans.

“Thcy go home satisfied
that they have done the job,
butl they are nol prepared to
shake the system. So this is a
substitute for real action.”

However, as Isracl tries lo
slall the progress of the talks

OPINION

'eace Now may be compelled
o challenge the Shamir gov-
crnment direcily. Elections
arc o be held In Israel within
the ycar, and Lthe indications
arc that the Zionist Lefl par-
tics, which are close 1o Peace
Now will form a unified bloc.

Also, thc Isracli Labour
I"arty passed a resolution in
lavour of lalks with the 'LO at
its November convention. As a
resull, Peace Now may lssue an
explicit call 1o vote for partics
which will [recze settlement
construction and cnter the
lalks with more enthusiasm
then the Likud.

Such an act would be wel-
comed by Palestinian leaders
in the occupied terrilories,
who are keen 1o work with the
Isracli lefl and show the Isracl
public that they genuinely want
co-exislence,

What may cventlually evolve
is a change in Pcace Now's
identity: insicad of merely
advocaling ncgotiations, the
movement and fis allfes will |
try 1o take charge of them. -
GEMINI NEWS

BENJAMIN COIIEN is a
[reelance Journalist based in
London.

OIC : Thought-provoking

Perhaps, S M_Ali was 'pro-
pheticc when he pondered
over the not-too-bright affairs
of a vital Muslim organization
like the OIC. His plea for a
'shake-up’ (The Daily Star Dec
8) is thought-provoking and

As can be scen [rom the
outcome of the Dakar summit,
disunity scems Lo be more vis-
ible than before due to the ab-
sence of the influential leaders
of the organization though not
withoul valid reasons for their
absence. The siluglion has
been the natural conscquence
of the Gull war, an unpardon-
able crime commitled by Iragq.
According lo an agency report,
"Saddam llossain appcared
more isolated than ever after
the few remaining friends
stayed silent as Islamic leaders
endorsed tough UN sanctions
against Iraq.”

Be that as it may, the Gulfl
war must have brought some
'home-truths’ and ‘lessons’ for
the member nations. The two
Gulfl wars have been the shame
for the prestigious world body
of the Muslim nations. Has not
time come when the Muslim
world must awake from the
slumber and take up their
mundane busincss more seri-
ously ? Any morc follics or
anti-clock-wise thinking will
push the last nail to sound the
death warrant of the much-
needed organization. Ilalf-
hearted unily cannol stop the
rot. Even huge expendilure by
some leading nations, such as,
Saudi Arabia and Kuwaitl, for
the wellarc of the poor nations
will be of no avail.

In view of the problems
now faced by the Muslim
world, perhaps it will not be
out of conlexl to point to a
well-thought-out 'plea’ for what
may be called "true Muslim
diplomacy,” put forward by no
less a diplomat than Mr
Abdullatif Abdullah Al-
Miamance, the oul-going Saudi
Ambassador (0 Bangladesh, for
better understanding among
the Muslim nations. While
speaking informally, and in a
reminiscent mood, as the
longesl serving Ambassador
and Dcan of the Diplomatic
Corps, at a larewell reception
organized by “Bangladesh-
Saud! Arabia Drolherhood
Sociely,” he observed that
while serving for long scven

The OIC's
Chamber of Commerce, minis-

years as thc Ambassador [rom

one Muslim country o another
Muslim country like
Bangladesh, he genuincly [elt
that the so-called ‘diplomatic
norms’ which were mosily
[ramed by the Western coun-
trics were found ‘inadegualte’
in many respects, specially
while dcaling with typical bi-
latcral and Muslim issues.

In fact, the diplomatic rela-
tions between two Muslim na-
tions are quite different from
others. As such, it is genuinely
fclt by many Muslim quarters
that the Muslim world should
ponder over the matter ‘and
frame completely scparate scis
of diplomatic norms, more
pragmalic and mcaningful, in
keeping with the dictates of
Islamic culture and mutual
obligations.

There is no denying the fact
that [rom historical, religious,
cultural and fraternily points of
view Lhc¢ Muslim nations are
supposced lo know cach other
more closcly and more infor-
mally which the Western-type
diplomacy would not permit
normally. For example, when
natural calamily bcfalls a
Muslim nation, another
Muslim nation cannot, and
should not, wait for routine
diplomatic procedure, norms
or ¢liquetie o be metliculously
followed belore permission to
rush relicl materials to the af-
fected country. What happened
when DBangladesh was devas-
tated by cyclone in carly part
of this ycar? On hearing Lhe
news of cyclone on radios,
Saudi governnent rushed scv-
cral planc-loads of relief mate-
rials within three days of the
calamily.

It is well within the juris-
diction of the 45-nation OIC o
[rame norms of Muslim diplo-
macy and preferential rules o
deal with the problems l:nn-
cerning the Muslim natlions.
proposed Islamic

terial standing commillee to

oversee aclivities of its organs,
and many other things, such as

liberalisallon of visa could be

the beginning of the formula-
tion of 'Muslim diplomacy’

aimwud at betler undersianding
and cohesion of the Muslim
world.

Abdul Kader
Purana "altan, Dhaka



