Come 1o CHITTAGONG Come 1o

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.

We Cordially invite you 1o iry our Beautifully

prepared and Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy

atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITIAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Is Bush Being
‘Gorbachevised’?

Like the Soviet Presi-
dent who is acclaimed
abroad but hugely
unpopular at home, US
President George Bush-

" is finding that his
foreign policy triumphs
could actually work
against him
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1991: The Year You
Could Hardly Believe It
Was All Happening,
by Derek Ingram
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International

Gorbachev won't be in
politics, plans charity
work, says Yeltsin
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NEWS BRIEFS

Comilla Board HSC
" results tomorrow

COMILLA, Dec 19 : The re-
sults of lligher Secondary
Certificate (HSC) Examination,

destiny this weekend

MOSCOW, Decc 19 : Soviel
President Mikhail 8. Gorba-
chev said in an inlerview
published Thursday Lhat hce
will "decide his destiny” afller a
weekend meeting of republics.
An aide denied anolher report
that he has alrcady drawn up
his resignation.

Russian President Boris N
Yeltsin said before leaving for
Rome on Thursday that "for all
practical purposcs”™ Gorbachey
has no future role in the lead-
ership. The current Sovict

government is to be disbanded |

by the end of the month.

Nezavi aya Gazela (the
Independent Newspaper) said
Gorbachev has wrillen a presi-
dential decree on his resigna-
tion, but left the date open.

Quoting unidentificd sour-
ces, it said Gorbachev might
issue the decree Saturday,
after republic leaders mect in
Alma-Ata, the capital of Kaza-
khstan, to endorse the new
Cogmmonwecalth of Indepen-
dent Statcs.

The necwspaper has [re-
quently obtlained internal gov-
ernment documents thal pro-
ved legitimale. But Gorbachev's
depuly press spokesman
denied its rcport.

"No documcent of the kind
exists,” Alexander Likhotal
told The Associaled Press, "We
have madc inquiry across all

Gorbachev's inner circle and
nobody could ss Lhe possi-
ble source of information.”

Gorbachev was quoled as
telling Komsomolskaya Pravda,
the formtr Communist Partly
youth newspaper, on Thursday
: "l shall decide my destiny
after the Alma-Ala mecling.”

Gorbachev has nol been in-

vited to the meceting bul is
sending messages Lo all the
republic lcaders in attendance
asking that they clarily their
positions on the common-
wcalltlh and its new govern-
ment structures.

The Soviel leader reiterated

Gorbachev in pensive n

one lo organize it.

Ycitsin told llalian lt.lm'i
sion on Wednesday that as far
as the Soviet government is
conc¢erned, “every thing cea-
scs” by the end of December.
Hle said the planned to sign,
deerees disbanding the Soviet
interior and forcign ministrics.
Ilis Russian governmentl has
already cul off their funds and
has clainred control over all
Foreign Ministry properly,
including forcign embassies.

The Interior Ministry con-
trols police and riot troops,
while the Foreign Ministry is
responsible for relations with
other countries.

Most of Lheir flunctions are
expected to be taken over by
Yeltsin's Russian Federation,
which as the largest and rich-
cst of the 12 remaining re-
publics saved the central gov-
ernment from bankrupley in
recent weeks.

But other republics also may
cstablish their won diplomatic
posts and police forces aller
the Soviet Union is trans-
formed into a loose common-
wealth of independent states.

Yelisin said Gorbachev plans

MOSCOW, Dec 19 : Russian President Boris Yeltsin has issued
decrees taking over thi@Kremlin, Mikhail Gorbachev's staff, and
all other Soviet organs except the ministries of defense and nu-
clear energy, the Interfax news agency reported Thursday, re-

ports AP.

his call for the moribund na-
tional legislature, the Supreme
Sovicl, Lo meel one last time
lo "say the final word™ on the
country's political future.

Iie also raised the possibil-
ity of a referendum on the mew
commonwcalth, although it
was unlikely he could find any-

lo devole himsell to charity

- work.

“lle said he wouldn't be in
any political activity,” Yeltsin
told Italy’'s’ RAlI TV network.
“It's his choice, not ours.”

Ycltsin's two-day visil Lo
Rome, which was to include

- See Page 12 Col. 7

People, Army should unite to

CHITTAGONG, Dec 19 : I'ri-
me Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia woday said the people and
the Army should be integrated
together in Lthe national de-
fence sysicm so that the whole
nation could protect country's
independence and sovercignty
during the need of the hoar,
reporis [3SS.

“The people from all walks
of ife and the army have
work unitedly 10 protect and
build the country”, she said.

Begum 714 was spcaking at
the President’'s Parade to mark
the commissioning of the

cadets of the 26th

h Military Academy
(BMA) long course at Lhe
Academy Parade Ground here
this mom

She , 'We can nol de-
pend on others lo prolect our
national inde cnce and
sovercignly, -;m;. we have
lo ensure our own sovereignty’.

Describing the as Lhe
product of the great tion
War, the Prime Minisicr said,
‘we have o build it as more ef-

| build defence system : PM

ficient and skilled onc.’

Begum Zia said “our well
organised and well disciplined
Armed Forces is our pride.”

The Prime Minister lauded
the role of the Armed Forces
in counlrys (lransilion Lo
democracy and said Lhcy have
carned pcople's love and re-
spect.

She said the Armed Forces
also played memorable role
during the national crisis par
ticularly during the time of cy-
clone, tidal borc, MNoods and
epidemic.

Begum Zia said in the In-
ternational arena our Army
have cnhanced the prestige of
the country through their ser-
vices. In this regard, she re-
ferred (o their role during Lhe
Iran-lraq war, Namibia's inde-
pendence and also in protect-
ing the holy’place of Islam dur-
ing the Gulf War. 'Our army is
presently contributing in the
rebuilding of Kuwait,” she
added.

The Prime Minidter remin-
ded the cadets that they sho-

uld keep professional necessily
above Lheir personal demand.

We have lﬂ make cflorts Lo
increase national resources
and make optimum utilisalion
of the available resources, she
added.

The Prime Minister said
that late President Ziaur Rah-
man was [irst to rcalise the
necessily of building up a
modern army.

She alse recalled that Zia
had given the national stan-
dard al the conclusion of first
BMA coursc o the BDMA 12
yucars back.

Begum Zia urged the newly
commissioned offlicers to re-
main cver vigilant Lo protect
the motherland from any cx-
ternal aggressive forces. You
must know that the Armed
Forces is the symbol of our na-
tional iIndependence and
sovercigntly,” she said.

The Prime Minister appre-
cialed Lhe standard of the
Acadcmy where she said ca-
dets from seme [riendly coun-

See Page 12 Col. 3
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EPI phenomenally
successful in
Bangladesh:

UNICEF

By Staff Correspondent

Rajshahi division has achie-
ved the UNICEF-sponsored
Extended Programme on

- Immunisation (EPl) target in

the current year.

Briefing newsmen on the
report on the Stale of the
Worid's Children (SWC) 1992,
at a local hotel Thursday,
UNICEF Country Represen-

Cole P Dodge talking to

newsmen —=8tar photo

Bangladesh ranks
23rd in USMR

By Staff Correspondent

i3a is ranked twen-
ty-third among the 38 nations
identificd as having a very high
under-five mortalitly rate
(USMIR) in the just published
UNICEF Sate of the World's
Children (SWC) Report.

The USMR in the country
is 180 per thousand. |lowever,
the infant mortality ratc under
the age of onc has decreased
from 1568 per thousand In
1960 o0 114 in 1990,

According to the rcport,
the percentage of infants with
low birth-weight in the coun-
iry is 47 per cenl. Sixly-six
per cent of the children be-
tween Lhe age of one month o
four years are modcrale lo

Sec Page 12 Col. 6
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Pressure on BRTC buses increased yesterday as private transport owners enforced a strike.

Transport strike
disrupts
- ity life

By Sta orrespondent

A 12-hour country-widc do-
wn-to-dusk transport sirikc
yesterday pul thousands of
commulers (0 immense hard-
ship.

The transport owners cal-
led the strike for realisation of
the 19-point demand that
included reduction in the fuel
price raised during the Gull
War, assurance of protection
from mastans illcgally collect-
ing tolls from the owners and
cancellation of new tax and fec
collection system.

Normal life in Dhaka was
disrupted as buses and mini-
buses wenl off the roads, com-
pelling many pcople o walk
down to their offices. The in-
ter-district Lransporl scrvice
from Gabtali, Saycdabad, Ma-
hakhali, Gulistan and Fulbaria
bus terminals had to be sus
pended duc Lo sirike.

A K Joinal Abedin, Execu
tive President ol the Transpert
Owners' Associalion, lold the
Daily Star Lthat the strike was
peaceful and compete. 'In the
city, a few BRTC buses plied

See Page 12 Col. |
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Deadlock in SKOP-govt talks persists

Jute, textile wor
‘' withdraw progr

I'S
€

By Nurul Kabir

The workers of both the
jute and textile seclors hawve
called off their proposcd
three-day-long road and rail
barricade programme follow-
ing the signing of two scparale
agreements between the con-
cerned parties yesterday.

The Patkal Sramik Karma-
chari Sangram Parishad and
the Cot'on and Textile Work-
ers’ Fedcration jointly an-
nounced the barricade pro-
gramme last month o press
home their B-point and 6-
point charters of demand re-
spectively and the barricade
was scheduled to begin from
December 22.

After a series of scparale
tripartite negotiations involv-
ing the concerned workers’
leaders, government oflicials,
the ministers during the last
week, Lhe partlics yeslerday
reached consensus on almost
all the major points of work-
ers’ demands and signed two

Writs challénging UL
Ordinance dismissed

By Supreme Court Correspondent

The Writ Petitions challeng
ing the Local Government
(U Parishad and Upazila

tion Reorganisalion)

(Repeall Ordinance 1991

inance No, 37 ol 199]
were dismissed Thursday.

A Dtvision Bench of Lhe
High Court Division compris-
ing Jualice Abdul Jalil and
Justice Naimuddin Ahmed
dismissed 4 Writ petitions.

Both the Judges delivered
different judgements giving
differcnt recasonings for their
decision Lo dismiss the Wrils.

, however, issucd cortifi-
cate under Article 103(2) (a)
of the Constitution 1w the cf

fect that the case involves a
substantial queston ol law as
to the interpretation ol the
Constilutlion.

Justice Abdul Jalil found in-

ter alia that Article 9 of the -

Constitution is not enlforceable
in any court of law since it is
one of the Fundamental
Principles of Statc Policy un-
der part |l of the Conslitution.
While Justice Naimuddin
Ahmed found inter alia thatl
there is nothing on record 10
show Lhat the upazila sysiem
was an administrative unil
within the meaning ol Arsticle
9 of the Constitulion.
See Page 12 Col. 8

Anti-smuggling

Thm:ul-'ﬁ-

i-u--l

couniry

checking smuggling, -uln
hindrance W industnaltsation
and ceonomic devclopment of
the country, HSS.

begin Lthe drive in the markcts
-:I shops from January | for
recovering 29 listed {tems
which arc banned, not saleable
and gencrally smuggled.

The deciston was taken
aficr several rounds of Lalks
with the Fedcration of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industiries,
Dhaka City Central Market
Convening Commiltee,
Bangladesh Shopowners
Associalions Federation,
Islampur Cloth Owners
Assoclalion, Bangladcsh
Textile Mill Owners

Association and other lcaders
of traders associations and
representatives of concerned
government agencies and de-
partmenis connected with
anti-smuggling drive at the
Ministry of |lome Aflairs.
Earlier, the government
had announced te start of anti-
smuggling drive (rom
Dee r | but the traders
‘aled 10 the government to
r by raising some realistic
reasons in regards o the drive.
During the discussion the
government assured the
truders of s cllforts lor rcalis-

drive from Jan 1

e solution W the problems
raiscd by them. On the reguost
of the raders the docision for
beginning anti-smugghing drive
al markets and shops [rom
January | was Llaken

The GCGovernment also

:rutl o provide a priority Hst
contruband ilems and Lheir
puhh*‘l! for the initial » ol

the drive at the reguest of the

traders although all banned

and non-salcable nems lall un:

der anti-smuggling drive. On

the other hand, the traders as-

sured Lhe wounent ol all
See Page 12 Col. 8

List of banned
items

The government yesterday
announced a list of 29 cate-
gortics of contraband against
which antl smuggling drive
will be lwunched on January |
in the cily shops and shopping

coentres, re UNL.

An a oflicial handout saild
the drive will be direcied
against 29 categorics under
the frst phase. The contra-
band Hoems arce ;

l. Cotion sarces, silk la-
brics and grey cloth brought
[rom across the border withoul
any valid documcnt. 2. All

See Page 12 Col. 7

scparale tripartite agreements.

The agreement among Lhe
jute mills workers, BJMC and
the government was signed
yesterday allernoon. Among
others, Abul Basher ol Jatiya
Sramik Federation, MAR

" Talukder and Jule Minisler

Brig Hannan Shah (retd) rep-
resented the jute mill work-
ers, BJMC and the governmenl
respeclively. The other agrec-
ment among ‘the textile mill
workers, BTMC and thc gov-
ernment was signed last night.
Among others, Igbal Ma-
jumder, BJMC Chairman and
Textile Minjster Major Abdul
Mannan (retd) respectively
represented the textile mill
workers, BTMC and the gov-
ernment.

According lo the agrcement
among the jute mill workers,
BJMC and ment, the

vernment will not go for
urther disinvestment in the

See Page 12 Col. 1
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Khaleda leaves
for Colombo
today

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia leaves Dhaka loday
(Friday) to lead Lhe couniry's
delegation Lo the 6th SAARC
summif due in Colombeo
Saturday, reports UNB.

The one-day summit will be
followed by signing of the
"Colombo Declaration” which -is
expected lo give the Associa-
tion sironger institutional
shape and making it morc
dynamic.

The Colombo summit is
likely o give priority Lo the
poverty alleviation, eradication
of illiteracy, women's devel-
opment and Lo promete Lhe
socio-economic conditions of
about one billion pcople in the

It will delermine new
"Action Pr " consider-
ing the changed global sce-
nario, particulagly in Europe.

Bangladesh-UAE
joint commission
meet begins in
city tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

The second Bangladesh-
UAE Joint Commission meet-
ing begins Saturday in the city
to discuss bilaleral rclations.

The meeting, to be held
after more than a len-ycar
pause, is ex o review all
aspects of bilaleral relalions
and explore more arcas of co-
operation.

A 15-member dclegation
led by the chiel of Econemic
Relations and International Co-
operation Division of Ministry
of Foreign Aflairs of UAE,
Muhammad Khalifa bin Yousul
l Soredie arrives loday in
Dhalea. !
Acting Forcign Secrelary,
Farug Sebhan will lead the
Ban;lndnh side

Ministers banned
from campaigning
in Bakerganj-5

The government has im-
posed restriction on ministers
from campaigning in Baker-
ganj-5 parliamentary consti-
tuency ahead of the December
21 by-election, reports UNB.

Chiel Election Commissio-
ner Justice Mohammad Abdur
Raul told UNB today that two
ministers, who were cngaged
in campaigns in Lhe consti-
tuency, were asked to with-
draw following complaints Lhat
their prescnee in the arca
might inflluence the polls.

“The Home Minister in-
formed us this morning that
the government decided Lo
withdraw the minister,” Jus-
tice Raul said.

Earlier, during a visil to the
constituency Wednesday, the
Chiefl Election Commissioncr
had observed that presence of
government ministers was nol
appreciable at the time of hus-

tings.

Rajuk Commerclal Plot

Auction Notice

_ Most suitable Commercial-cum-
§ Residential Plot No-60, Sector No-3
of Uttara, measuring 384.81 Sq. Metre
(5 Kathas 12 Chattaks) will be
§ allotted for 99 years lease on open

auction.

Applications on prescribed form

to be obtained with terms and

{ conditions from Sonali Bank, Rajuk

§ Bhaban Branch, Dhaka on payment

 of Tk. 200/~ (Taka two hundred) only

din cash (non-refundable) and will be

received by the Deputy Director

(Estates) from intending bidders up
to 1.00 PM of 1-1-92.

The auction will be held on 2-1-92

in the 3rd floor of the Rajuk Bhaban,
Dhaka at 10.00 AM.




