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Time for Israel to
Wake Up

With Israel laying down new conditions, the
s of a solution emerging out of the forth-
coming Middle-East conference become slim
with every passing day. In iis latest statement,
Tel Aviv has declared that it will oppose the In-
clusion of a PLO delegation at the conference.
Furthermore, it has asked [or an undertaking
from the United States that the Bush administra-
tion will not support either a division of
Jerusalem or a creation of a Palesline state in the
occupied Arab territories.

All these are tough conditions whose accep-
tance by Washinglon or the international com-
munity as a whole would make a nonsense of Lthe
whole purpose ol the proposed peace conference
on the Middle-East.

Let us quickly examine all the three demands
made by Tel Aviv. To keep the PLO out of the
peace conlerence would be very much like stag-
ing Hamlet without the Prince of Denmark. In re-
cent weeks the PLO has made a number of state-
ments which are generally positive in characler.
Whether this organisation takes part in the con-
ference as an independent entity — and this is
what one [avours — or as part of the Jordanian
delegation, it must surely take part in the confer-
ence. Who else can speak for the Palestinians?

On the question of creation of a Palestinian
state, the consensus in the international commu-
nity is clearly in [avour of giving this deprived
people a homeland of their own. It iIs such a
homeland that can, slowly but surely, develop mu-
tually beneficial relations with the neighbouring
Jewish state. Similarly, the fulure status ol
Jerusalem must be considered wilth an open
mind, without any preconditions laid down by any
of the involved parties.

There may well be more than one solution to
this complexed problem. For instance, some
years ago the Vatican had suggested that
Jerusalem, a holy place for Muslims, Christians
and Jews, should be internationalized. perhaps
under the control of the United Nations. One
cannot say that this should be the best solution,
but surely it is one that must be considered seri-
ously. It is certainly infinitely better than leaving
the whole city under the control of Tel Aviv,

It is high time that Israel carelully considered
the purpose and objectives ol the proposed
Middle-East conlerence. This may be the last
chance [or the countries in the region (o set up a
frame-work for peace, harmony and stability of
the region. Prospects for the success of this con-
ference have considerably improved with the
softening of positions by Syria and the PLO.

Israel has so far done nothing to match the
changed mood among the Arab states. We do not
expect Israel to start making concession at this
stage. However we do not think that Israel is
helping the process of peace by laying down pre-
conditions, and demanding undertakings [(rom
Washington.

Time is running outl in the search for peace in

the region It is a pily that this realisation does
not seem (o dawn on Tel Aviv.

The Sweltering Arrival
of Sharat

People in Dhaka. perhaps elsewhere in the
land too. are thirsting [or a big splash thal would
cool the present heal spell. The pit-a-pat
English-style drizzle occurring intermittently
over the last (wo days are nol helping things
much. People are swealing under the moving
blades ol electric [ans.

Imagine where (here are no [ans (o lemper
such infernal temperature. Even il table fans are
[inding their way into the slum jhupris. most
households still do not sport such handy cooling
devices. And the plight of their inmates is left
better undescribed. People who live perpetually
under the moving fan al least for seven months
every year, can only be pitied when there is some
problem with power supply. And il you can be
sure of anything al all — it is this that power will
fail and al hours il is most needed.

The Shravan (his year has been rather nig-
gardly. It didn't quile pore itselfl the way it does
usually. Then we forgot about that and are angry
at August being so rudely swellering. If we have
thought of the time as rather being Bhadra, we
could be in a better [rame psychologically to take
the heat and complain less. The Bengali people
are in three minds about thinking of their yearly
calendar. No newspaper in the world possibly

gives as many dales on its [olio line as ours do:

the Bengali, the Christian and the Arabic.

Bhadra cannot bul be a little suflocating with a
splendrous sun bealing down in place of sad
overcast skies of the preceding month impreg-
nating the earth with renewed fecundity. Wind
also dies down and a stillness all around makes ol
the glorious sunshine a regular instrument of tor-
ture. Even aller all that Bhadra ushers in Sharat —
or better still the duo Sharat-Hemanla — an au-
tumn the like of which you wouldn't have any-
where else on earth. This is a typically Bengali
season, so much different [rom the Fall of the

e zone countiries or Pat-jhar, meaning
the same [ali of leaves, in the upper subcontinen-

tal region.
it is a little l:dlnua with the heat now, Sharat
is already here Lo dazzle us into forgetling all that.

Think of the Shiult and its fragrance greeting you
first thing in the morning

Become

arable.

— in a setling of
dewdrops on the grass, the heat can

AND consolidation and
creation of uniform,
owner one (o

two hectare farms, all over the
country is one of the two long
term tives of the agrarian
reform programme. The other
objective is the rapid evolua-

tion of one milllon entrepre-

neurs from the presently non-
cultivating landed rural -
holds which has been dealt
with in my previous article last
weak. Al present, cultivation is
carried oul in marginal farms
of an average size of upto one
hectare [ragmented into 10 to
20 miniscule plots spread out
over an arca ol two squares
miles on the average. The basic
condition for conseolidatled
small farms must be fulfilled
for achieving iIntensive
irrigated agriculture.

The proposal as outlined so
{ar suggests that 70 per cent ol
the land would be taken over
by the government. This com-
bined with the 30 per cent of
arable land presently owned by
the actual farmers would be
demarcaled into consolidated
farms with a minimum size of
onc and a maximum size of two
hectares with more [arms near
around one rather than tweo
heclarc size category. I the
average size works out o be
1.25 hectare, and 8.5 million
hectares of nct cultivable lands
are available by the year 2000,
then our target group ought to
be 6.8 milllon small, but mod-
ern farmers. Gtven the family
size of [ive to six persons for
each of these farm families,

around one of the yoar
2000, population of Bangla-
desh would belong lo these
houscholds.

reform is a lotal

programme and consolidation
would affect all the arable
lands of the country brin
about a fundamental structu
change in order to creale the
basic conditions for rapid agri-
cultural modernization over as
short a time as possible. Given
the political will as well as the
much sought afier (in this col-
umn) national consensus in
favour of the uphill march from
LDC to NIC, beginning 1994-
95 and aller allowing time for

thorough preparation, |t
should possible 10 complete
the basic reform Lask

within the first decade of the
21st century. Thercalfter the
march to NIC status must not
be more Lhan a decade away.
Before that, however, the
planned path of small larmer
development would be up
inst ccriain constraints.
rst is the Muslim law of
inheritance which would
inevilably start the process of
fragmentation as soon as lands
are consolidated. The law can-
nol be changed. The best
course opcn would be to -
nize leaseholder operated
small farms. Like the Chinese
conlract system, such lease
should be on a long term basis

say 20 years with right of re-
newal so thal necessary condi-
tions for owner cultivation are
obtained; yet government re-
tains the ownership ol land so

[ragmentation of land does
nﬂtﬁ: The consoll-
dﬁﬂhrmnhuﬂhtlnﬂﬂ
a revised contract but
must no be divisible.

Payment of Rent

Since it 1s a leascholding,
the farmer has 1o pay the rent
which may be fixed as a pro-
portion of the gross value of
output. ldeally speaking, the
rent should pay back the Net
Present Value or NPV of land.

The NPV, it may be recalled
from earlier wrill in this
column, has been n as the

basis for calculating the land

what had been
land. On the other ﬂ
the increase in farm
productivity as well as farm
gale prices, rent at B cent
of outpul value come
close (o the desired level when
the [armers themseives could

reform. Bul ecarlier, we have
pro that the Mmr
70 ceni of land owned by
10 cent of rural household

From LDC to NIC by Shahed Latif

com and it was esti-
maled at Taka 38,043 per
hectare being the sum of the
discounted (at 12 per cent)
stream of value added for 26
years. Annual rent in order to
pay back to government the
NPV at 12 per cent interest
over 26 ycars would be Tk
4,708 per hectare. But the
amounli is excessive and at the
present stale of agriculture,
more than 5 per cent oulput
value per hectare. Hence the
suggesiion is thal the annual
rent may be fixed at 5 per cent
ol gross outpul value upio a
maximum of what the payment
would be {f the [armer-lcase-
holder should pay for the land
compensation. The principle
involved here is that -
ment cannot charge more than

the sccond objectlive for
motion of
for sustainable small farmers
deve nt all the
culuz:‘hul be taken
over and then resettied as
I-:u:bldlnﬂdm“
hectare farms.
l‘}thﬂm f tation of
land inheritance for
the land not taken over by gov-
ernment cannot be legally
avoided.
Thus cultivable land only be
owned by government. How-
ever it must be leased out for a

certain number of years. But
[ragmentation of
must be banned law.

Similarly sublease in whole or
part must be fllegal. At the
same time, not more than one

leaseholding for any single

pre-
But

rural household can be
allowed

The important objective of
retaining Lhe consolidated
farms must be built in to the
legisiation. It is for this pur
pntoniylhlllﬂﬂ‘lmm
lands should ultimately be
owned by the Covernment. Ot-
herwise, il is not necessary.
But who will inherit the farm
upon the death of the lease-
holder? The [arm cannot be
dwﬂ:dlndllmmuﬂ only
one leascholder in order to
avoid informal of
the [arm. Given this basis
experts can work out thcm
mntnulnm-lth:
visibility of the farm is upheld
under all circumstances.

the

Production Bias
Another 1| t dimen
sion of the

Ihr h-:
hoiding is its production bias.
If land is left [allow, desired
productivity levels are not
maintained or liabilities like
payment of renl are not met,
the lease may be cancelled.
While the farmer must enjoy
the inherent right to uninter-
rupled cultivation, he at the
same time is obligated of fulfil
the national aspiration to max-
imize production from the ex-

limited amount of land
available in the most denscly

populated couniry of the
world.

it would be necessary to
undertake te studies to
work out all the relevant
detalls of the legislation. The

purpose here is to develop a
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feasible scheme,
-ﬂlﬂw
plan agrarian reform lead-
ing to double digit rate of
growth eof the economy.
. it must start off from
land, singularly most im-

oul which agriculture can

never prospef. If we do not,
Lhe entire would con-

economny
mumh.mﬂ
pool of utter stagnation.

Volcano Helps Close Deal on M111tary Bases

T was a volcanic erup-
I tion that hastened an

agreement between the
Philippines and the United
States over the presence of the
US's two military bases on
Luzon Island.

Before the Mount Pinatubo
volcano awoke in June, devas-
tating the region and causing
heavy damage to the bases,
negotiations over the future of
the installations were dead-
locked.

The two sides fiercely dis-
agreed over how long the bases
should stay and how much the
US should pay for them to stay
there. But on July 17, it was
decided that Clark Air Force
Base would shuyt down com-
pletely and that Subic Bay
Naval Base would stay for only
10 more years.

Continued eruptions of
Mount Pinatubo have made
Clark useless since aviation in
the regi
too hazardous. It had been an
important airlift centre for US
Pacific forces. The adjacent
Crow Valley gunnery range is
buried under six [feet of
volcanic ash. The range had
been used for years by US
alies — the air forces of South
Korea. Australia, New Zealand.

Canada, Thailand and
re.
In the agreement, the US

will clean up parts of Clark and
give it back to the Philippines
by September 1992,

The 14 months of talks
were accompanied by endless

T a United Nations

relicl camp in southern

Sudan nursing mothers
hold on to tiny bundles
wrapped in dirty sheets — the
youngest victims of famine and
war.

The children's bodies are
covered with sores, large life-
less eyes look out from their
hollow faces. An emergency
food drop was Lloo late to save
these babies. Political and
logistical hurdles in strife and
famine ridden southern Sudan
delayed the reliel flights.

The mothers are huddled at
Koet Camp on the banks of a
Nile tributary, some 1,000 km
south of the capital Khartoum.
They arrived here in the past
week after trekking 250 krn
without’ food from refugec
camps in Western Ethiopia.
Some gave birth on the way,

As the onset of the rainy
season renders finaccessible
the marshes of the southern
Nile region, yet another human
tragedy is unfolding in the
Hom of Alrica.

Hundreds of thousands of
Sudanese refugees have
returned to southern Sudan
after the Oromo Liberation
Front (OLF) in Ethiopia shell
their refugee camp. The
refugees been living in the
Itang Camp in Ethiopia for the
past lour ycars to escapc the

Sir, I'd like to re ur
readers with a p:rl-ng:ll? ry:al
life story of dog snifling man
officially, after reading of the
incident described in a letter
_ﬂl:]ut inspects manl’ (Star, Aug

I am not aware if the (1
was involved with) had t
rank and status of a
officer. Of course Mr Dog is
driven in a car escorted by a
government officer. His (the
former's) courtesy, tact and
diplomacy were admirable, as
he never opened his mouth to
growl at the suspect Homo

on of the mountain is .

Abby Tan writes from Manils

While Filipinos were still debating whether the economic benefits of a US military presence
were worth the infringement upon their independence, mother nature intervened and
forced the issue. Fourteen months of rocky negotiations with the US over its two military

bases were brought to an end by the eruption of Mount Pinatubo.

Military bases deal

debate among Filipinos over

political scientist, Alex Mango,

how to handle ties with the said Washington's decision to

former colonial master. One

abandon Clark air base would

r a sense of abandon-
ment and betrayal among
Philippine conservatives who

see the US as a benevolent ally.

"But it will eventually lead
10 a mofre pragmatic view of
Philippine-America relations
and remove the last trace of
romanticism from it. The rela-
tionship will be demystified.”
said Mango.

Many believe the bases
infringe upen the sovereignty
of the country. But for most
the economic benefits of
having the bases have
outweighed the diseomfort.

About 42,000 Filipino
workers have lost their jobs at
Clark because of the eruption
that affected 600,000 people
in the region. Together, the
bases accounted for five per
cent of the Philippine gross
national product.

Subic Naval BPMase will be
maintained until 2001, by
which time the US will have
been present in the
Philippines for more than a
century, since colonisation in
1898,

Subic is a supply depot of
the US Seventh Fleet and has

played a major role in project-
ing US power through decades
of world conflict : the Vietnam
war, the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan and the recent
Gulf War.

Some say the of
the US. even (f down, is
still of great comfort to South-
cast Asia. Said Jusuf Wanandi,
head of the Jakarta-based
Centre for Strategic and
International Studics : "The US
is viewed as a benign super-

power and its neces-
sary for the maintenance of
regional and stability.”

Wanandi was speaking at a
security conference in Manila.
There are fears, Wanand! said,
that if the US leaves the region
completely, other powers will
find the vacuum too appealing.

Wanandi said the bases
treaty will allow nations in

South-east Asia time to fashion

their own regional order to
head off anyone aiming to fill a
power vacuum left by depart-
ing US forces.

The $203 milllon annual
military and economic pay-

Children: Caught Between Two Wars

civil war in their own country.
Itang was being administered
by the rebel Sudan People's
Liberation Front (SPLF) which
has been [ighting a separatist
war in Sudan's chiefly-
Christian south t domi-
nation by Muslim rulers in
Khartoum.

The OLF itselfl is one of sev-
eral Ethiopian rebel move-
mentis that overthrew presi-
dent Mengistu Haile Mariam.
The group is closely aligned
with the Khartoum govern-
ment.

The Sudanese refugees fled
OLF shelling only to be bombed

by their own government as
they crossed over into Sudan

in June. So far, 150,000
returnees have been registered
in seven camps sct up by the
United Nations Children’'s
Fund (UNICEF) in the villages
near here.

UNICEF has been operaling
an airlift of non-food, mainly
medical supplies [rom
Lokichogio néar Kenya's bor-
der with Sudan, using two
Twin Otter light aircraft under
the US$170 UN ecmergency
programme 'Operalion Lifeline
Sudan'.

But the airstrip at Nasir

Caught in between two overlapping civil
wars, Sudanese children fled shelling by
Ethiopian rebels only to be bombed by their
own government. Now, they are dying in
refugee camps. Dede-Esi Amanor of IPS
visited one of the camps in southern Sudan
last month. His report from Koet, Sudan:

near here was bombed last
month by Sudanese Air Force
planes, and now the dirt run-
way has become bogged down
in mud, making it difficult for
relicf planes to land. From the
airstrip, supplies are trans-
ferred to the camp sites by
flat-bottomed river boats. |

Another UN agency,  the
World Food Programme (WFP)
is preparing to begin a twice-
daily air drop of food here after
the Khartoum government
finally allowed it under donor
pressure,

An estimated 1,000 tonnes
of food are needed to prevent
mass starvation, oflicials say,
much more than in the 1988
tragedy when 250,000 south-
ern Sudanese died of civil war-
induced famine.

All the Sudancse returnces

sapiens.
Two years ago | was travel-
ling by train from France to
y on a first class Eurorail
Pass. At the Italian entry

check-post, the Immigration
Officers, as usual boarded the

train and started checking
each er. When turn,
came, | silently handed over

nmnl:lnglndt:hj passport. Thc
r looked at me and my

several times, and thcn went
out of the compartment. | as-
sumed | looked respectable
enough as a Director of an in-

ternational organization (I
keep the papers ready — just
in case ...).

arriving here are wecak with
fatigue and hunger. Many died
on the way, some were killed
when Sudanese planes bombed
the refugee columns at the
border town of Jeckau on May
30. The refugees continued to
walk, keeping alive by eating

wild grass.

if the emergency
flights arc not stopped by the
rainy season or further bomb-
ing, reliel officials say, many
children will die because they
are too weak. There are
reports that more Sudanese
refugees from other camps in
Ethiopia arc also heading back
after the OLF attacked the
camps.

Al Koct, the relugees lic
listless under the UN tents,
waiting for food and too weary
to tell their tales of agony. Two

The officer returned with
sceveral other officers, and all
of them looked me over
silently for quite a while. Then
they went out of the compart-
ment door and had a chhota
meeting in the corridor, leav-
ing through fat official books.
Then they left (the PP was till
with them). Soon aftler a huge
dog entered, duly escorted,
and started lnll'ﬂng me and my
baggage. At last my visa was
stamped (I had to take a con-
necting flight from Rome). No
word was spoken during the
whole process.

Outwardly | felt amused, but
deep inside | felt the humilia-

tion of carrying a certain pass-
port — we arc thalt famous to
the outside world !

Name withheld
Dhaka 1207.

SAARC-ASEAN land
route

Sir, There is a land route
connecting SAARC and ASEAN
countries Via Burma. Burma s
not a member of SAARC or
ASEAN. From Chittagong in

Bangladesh, the road runs u

pore Via Ukhia in
desh; Buthidaung, Ma
Prnme. m

Rangoon,
herst in Burma, Hlnlh:h

badly malnourished children
arc brought forward for in-
speetion. Doctors find out they
arc brothers and have been
scparated [rom their parcnts
on the trek out of Ethiopia.

They are packed into a UN
boat and taken (o the
Panyanyang camp for unac-
tompanicd minors, [ive km
downstrcam. There are about
5,000 children here, many of
them orphans or separaled
from their parcnts. They used
to be looked aller by the UN
High Commission lor Relugees
(UNIICR) at Itang Camp in
Ethiopia.

In eight groups, the chil-
dren walked a distance of 250
km from Itang, cscaping just
hours before Lhe refugee camp
was shelled by the OLF.

Lowku Kery, deputy direc-
tor of the ltang school said the
camp had lo be evacualed in a
hurry. They could hear guns
and fighting as they fled to-
wards the Sudanese border.
"We then advised the children
to cat anything edible — wild
grass, and rats,” Kery said.

After a four-day walk, the
children reached the border
where they had to take cover

Sankla in Thailand; Taipi and
Kualalumpur in Malaysia and
then Singapore. From Singa
re o Indonesia and onwards
sca, This sea journey is also
less costly.

The road is motorable. It
needs ferries on few points. If
Burma {s approached and
agreed (o allow use the road, it
will comlflortably connect
ASEAN and SAARC countries
in the presence of Grand
Trunk Road and reduce the
cost of travel substantially. It
will ultimately help to develop
the whole vast region
culturally and emmnﬂully
Tourism may be developed

and changed the nature of the
negotiations. For 1992,
had already been

Bh riated funds for the
ppines.
The mment has no |

Despite widespread -
tion to the bases, the -
ppines had long used their
presence as leverage when
:rotutln‘ with the US for
. The new treaty brings
home the message
been sending during negotia-
tions : as world tensions
diminish, the value of the

facilities is declining.
Most predict the treaty will

get the two-thirds majority it
requires in the Henlte of
President Corazo uino's
government. G by
senators who are '
bases has d’lmtn

tshed as it became clear that

the government had I'Itl.lc

leverage when bargaining
the US. —-BEHIHI Hm

AEBYTAHH::S&W
t who has been based

in Manila since 1971.

as Sudancse Air Force jets
bombed the refugece column.
Aid workers here describe
how the last batch of children

staggered inlo camp last w::k

"like walking skelectons.”
Small
erected in the camp for those
children close o death. In
one, a boy of 10, only skin and
bones, lies barely breathing.

Under the shade of a tree,
UNICEF worker Bernadette
Kumar records progress in a
health clinic. llere 500 chil-
dren who are 75 per cent
malnourished need daily peni-

cillin injcctions for severce skin
infcctions.

Many neced skin
grafls because the sores are
too far gone.

"The nutritional ll;ntt.u of
these children is severely
compromised,” Kumar says,
deliberately ultnﬁ:ry clinical
terminology so pervasive
miscry does not allect her
work.

Most of the children have
responded to treatment, and
supplementary feeding with
high-energy biscuits flown in
by UNICEF has brought down
malnutrition levels. But unlih:
other returnees who will try
make their way home, mbod
knows what will happen to I.he
'unaccompanicd m!nurl‘ of

casy sea journey. It will ulii-
mately help to enrich fel-
low f[eelings among Asian
countries because of easy and
less costly travel by common
people.

In the context of this,
would the Governments of
SAARC and ASEAN countries
and Secretariates take step to

and use this land route
via Burma ?

Md. Anwand Afeal,

h‘ "l'l'ﬂhtf-

National Rafway Consultative
Commiiiee.

l:h:Uﬂhn.-ll

tents have been

J
remarkably. Almost all couns
tries in Asia are ultimate
connected by the road



