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Status of women lowest in
Bangladesh, says report

" by A Special Correspondent .

Over 60 per cent of the
world's women live In coun-
tries including Bangladesh
where thetr health childbear-
ing options, educational
prospecis, economic participa-
tion and social standing are
severely compromised.

When measured by these
five indicators, the overall sta-
tus of women is lowest In
Africa, the Middle East and
South Asia, and highest in
northern Europe and North
America. 99 countries
studied, Bangiladesh has the
poorest record and Sweden
the best, according to rankings
prepared by the Population
Crists Committee (PCC).

The rankings are based on
data compiled by such organi-
zations as the United' Nations
Statistical Offlice, the
International Labour
Organization and the U.S.

seven overall cou rankings,
ranging from “excellent”
(scores of 90-100) to

"extremely poor” (scores of 0-
39.5). _

HERE and THERE

Muslim League

The emergency meeting of
the Convening Committee of
Muslim League held on Friday
supported the movement of
the government employees to
implement pay scales report
and urged the government to
fulfil the pledge it made bclore
the election

The meeting said any coer-
cive policy taken to quell the
movement would not be fruit-
full. The meeting said due to
price hike of essentials, the
minimum wage of an employ-
ees should be equal to four
mounds of rice.

The meeling presided over
by M A Hannan was also ad-
dressed by Karzi Aolad Hossain,
I[brahim Hogsain, Kamruzza-
man Khan and G A Khan.

Human Rights
Organisation
Speakers at the organisa-
tional meeting of Bangladesh
Human Rights Organisation
said Friday the Indemnity
Ordinance should be repealed
immediately . "
The meeting presided over
by poet Muhammad Abdul
Khalek said the Ordinance is a
black spot in the history of
Bangladesh. They said if the
government does not repeal
the Ordinance, mass move-
ment should be launched from
grass-root level for its repeal-

in no country do women

enjoy ‘“excellent” status.

However, In seven of the
countries studied — two In
Nerth America and five In
northern Europe— the overall
status of women in
characlerized as “very good.”
Sweden, with a total score of
87, ranks first in its treatment
of women, followed by Finland
and the United States.

In~51 countries containing
more than 60 per cent of the
world's women, the overall sta-
tus of women can be described
as “poor,” “very poor” or
"extremely poor.” All of the
African, Middle Eastern and
South Asian countries studied,
with the notable exceptions ol
israel and Sri Lanka, fall into
one of these three lower cate-

mr: of 215, received the
lowest rating of all. While the
status of women in a majori
of South American, Cen

of po:l.
and Guatemala, Haiti

Bullﬂnmhthe‘mypu"
category.

first and last. With
the n of countries in
Eastern E at least 99 out

Greece, Hong Kong, lsrael and
Sin re) will survive their
first year, but fewer than
BO out of 100 born in
Alghanistan, Bangladesh, Mali,
North Yemen and Pakistan
will do so. Similarly, in coun-
tries with the lowest rates of

Freedom Party
for No' vote

in referendum
By Staff Correspondent

The co-chairman of Free-
dom Party, Col (Rid) Abdur
Rashid on Friday said his party
would urge the people to cast
"No” vote in the Scptember 15
referecndum.

Speaking al the combined
meeting of the Central
Executive Commillee, Central
Advisory Council, Local Exe-
culive Committee and Local
Advisory Committee of the
party, he sald the nation can
not accepl the system of elect-
ing President through the vote
of the MPs. He expressed the
hope that the workers of his
party would carry out the
major lask ahead. ,

The two-day combined
meeting inaugurated at the

"in this

, gnltad Arab Emimtes.

adult female mortality (most of
which are Western nations),
only one out of every 100
women will die between the
ages of 15 and 45. However, In
over one-fourth of the nnun
tries studied, one In
women will die during jlﬂ:r
childbearing years, an
Benin, Cameroon,

Malawi, Mali Mozambique,

eight ighly
countries,
life

tries: In
industrialized

5
4

age-group. in
Afghanistan, Malawi, Mali,
. North Yemen and the

lcase.
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damaged vehicles are seen.

3 vehicles set ablaze

A group of Chhatra
(S-A) activists sel three vehi-
cles on fire Friday at the
Palassy crossing in the city
protesting rearrest of two
party leaders.

The wvehicles were two pri-
vate cars (Dhaka Jha-33 and
Dhaka Bha- B8275) and a
minibus (Faridpur DBa -314).
One of the cars belonged o Dr

Defamation case
filed

By Staff Correspondent

Eminent social worker
Anita Dey and her husband Ajil
Kumar Dey on August 14 liled 8
casc against cight persons In
cluding the Sccretary of lome
Ministry and the Edflors,
Publishers and printers of six
newspapers and magazines for
publishing dclamatory storics
against them.

The Taka [ive crore
defamation casc was filed at
the Sub-judge Court, Dhaka,
against the Scerclary, one
Manindra Nath Sarkar, the

Morning Sun, the Daily Millat,
Weckly Agami,
Tarakalok,
Reporter,
Sonar Tari,

Forinightly
Fortnightly Dhaka
and fortnightly
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| (BA) activists .- three vehicles on fire in city on Friday
protesting rearrest of their two leaders. One of the damaged vehicles two leaders. One of the

By DU Correspondent

Sohrabuddin Ahmed, teacher
of Bangladesh University of
Engincering and Technology
(BUET.

Two Awami League backed
Chhatra League (S-A) leaders
Moazzem Hossain afhd Moha-
mmad Al were released [rom
the Dhaka Central Zail Friday
and were rearrested imme-
diately from the zail gate.

On hecaring the news, the
agitated DCL (S-A) workers
brought out procession in the
city and al onc stage altacked
the vehicles at 10-30 pm.

Dr Sohrabuddin Ahmed
while contacted told The Dadly

Star that the attackers dam-
221 arrested

i Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Aug 23:
Police arrested 221 persons
on varfous charges lrom 12
districts of Chillagong range
today under their ‘Operation
Doorbar 91’ , reports [3SS,

Police also scized four fre
arms and somc¢ ammunition
during the drive

A police press relcase said
tonight that the arrest in-
cluded absconders and sus
pected eriminals,

Cascs were filed

against
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them under relevant sections.,
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Contnbution of
Buddhist preacher

recalled

pcakcrs al a memorial
1ing Friday paid irfbules to
late vencrable Shaniapada
Mohathcero and recalled his
significant contributions for
cslablishing pecacce in south-
cast Asta and promoling broth-
crly rclationship among the

[luddhist counlries, reports
[1SS.
The meceting was held

commemorating the 4th death
anniversary of lale Shantapada
who a Buddhist preacher and
theologist and also a gold
modai recipient for peace. The
high priest of the International
Buddhist Monastery Venerable
Jinanandha Thero was in the
chadr.

Organised by DBangladesh
IBuddhist Fedcralion, the
mocting was addrelsed, among
others, by Dr. Sukumal Barua,
S. K. Chowdhury, Parimal
Mutsuddi, M L. Barua and M P

Barua. The speakers touched

on the different aspects of life
and aclivitics of late
Shantapada.
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State
Information Mohammad Nurul

Minister

can an important rolc in
nation-buflding aclivities by
depicting the problems of the

Jointl organised by

h Film Archive and

Secretary, Ministry of
Information, Nooruddin Al-

present
amusementl lo Lhe audience.
Nurul Huda said the exist-

ing friendship between China
and which was first
initiated Shaheed President
Ziaur would become

hen -
two friendly
the years Lo

the similarity
of the two
countries, Huda expressed his
optimism that this film festival
would provide Lhe [ilm pro-
ducers of Lhe country W pre-
pare such films which would
entertain Lthe audience.

Huda underlined the impor-
tance of making healthy flims
in which sorrows, happiness
and miserics of the people of
all walks of life would be re-
flected and the audience would
also be able o derive enler-
tainment from those [lims.

He said the Film Archive,
which ll.l:‘ppt:d inlo its mission

1978 under the patroniza-

Reception
Mrand Mrs L. . S. Lucker,
Managing Dircector, Philips

Bangladesh, held a reception
to meel K. Illubee, -
Presidenl and Vice-Chairman,
Fhlllpl Board of H.lm“.:ntt
Netherlands, and A Veld-
huizen, Director Regional
Bureau of Philips !ni.crrmt:nn.l
rcporis BSS.

The reception at his
Gulshan residence was al-

tendced by the elite of the city.
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esied in the Chinese fllms
through Lhe jestival.

A high level
nomic mission will wvisit
Bangladesh from August 30 to

tember 3, a press release

Friday said.

Japancse government will
send the mission to identify
measures for strengthening
and improving trade and In-
vesimenl relations belween
two countries.

The mission will consist of
about 40 members including
government officials and busi-
nessmen.

The mission will be led by
Kikuo lkeda, former President
and Counsellor of Nippon and
Masao Sawaki, Adviser to the
Tokyo Chamber of Commerce
and Industry.

During its stay, the eco-
nomic mission will® meet Lhe
Ministers for Finance and

Industry and Com-~
merce 0 exchange vicews on

various fesues concerning
trade and investment.
The J mission will

also visit Chitlagong and the
members of the mission will
participate in 'Ban
Japan Economic Forum' lo I:n:
held on September 2.
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