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‘Taxes on fe
The Jatlya Sangsad

resumed  tence for shrimp cultivation

its
with the Speaker, Abdur
Rahman Biswas, in the chair,

that in the ferry ghat at
the ghat authority

Taking the floor Akhta-
ruzzaman Chowdhury (AL
Chittagong) drew the attention
of the chair to his notice on a
privilege motion which the
chair ecarlier referred to the
concerned stgnding
committee of the Sangsad.

Chowdhury wanted to know
whether the issue that in-
volved his “honour and dig-
nity" would come before the
House during the current ses-
sion.

He said a statement made
by the Finance Minister in the
House earlier had breached his
privilege. His honour and dig-
nity as a businessman had been
affected. he added.

Chowdhury strongly refuted
the contention of the Finance
Minister that he had f(aken a
loan of Taka six crore thirty
lakh from a bank. He said f it
was proved that he had taken
such loan he would distribute
the same amount (Taka six
crore thirty lakh) to all the
330-members in the House.

Replying to the member
with humour, the Speaker said
the members of Parliament
were non-purchasable.

Dabirul Islam

Taking the floor Dabirul
Islam (CPB — Dinajpur)
brought an allegation against
the Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Thakurgaon that the
police officer had ordered not
(not) to arrest a person who
allegedly was involved in the
murder of a local CPB leader.

Islam said his party col-
league was killed the day he
was taking oath as a member of
Parllament.

He said the family members |

of the deceased had identified
the killer but the SP asked his
police not to arrest the ac-
cused.

The CPB member said he
had brought the matter to the
notice of the Acting President
and also to the Prime Minister
who is in charge of the Home
Ministry.

The Speaker said the mat-
ter was subjudice but it would
get due attention of the Home
Minister.

Fazle Rabbi

Advocate Fazle Rabbi (JP-
Gaibandha) said the Parllament
members faced a good deal of
problem in Aricha .and
Nagarbari ferry ghats as no
priority was given to the MPs’
transports to board the ferry.

The speaker again said that
the matter was referred to the
Shipping Minister.

Niamatullah Sabu (BNP — |

Dhaka) said a football final
match was being held in the
city Monday. If the House was
adjourned before 7 pm, the
members could witness the
Enamul Huq
Moving his call attention on
urgent public importance,
Enamul Huq (Jamaat-Cox's
Bazar) said there existed a dis-
parity in the imposition of
taxes on the land for shrimp
culture in the Chakaria Upazila
of Cox's Bazar district
He said Chakaria had about
20,000 acres of land for
shrimp cultivation with the tax
per acre of land fixed at a Taka
1,500 in 1986. But after 1986
he said, the Land Ministry al-
located 7,000 acres of land for
shrimp cultivation with the tax
acre of land fixed at Taka
500 plus 15 per eent (annual
compound rate). He said, this

did of 4 was unjustified
both le and on humanitar-
fan consideration.

He called for exemption of
the tax for the current year as
Chakaria was a cyclone affected
area and demanded cancella-
tion of two kinds of tax rates

immediately. :

Jamiruddin

In reply to the call attention
notice, the State Minister for
Land, Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar, said it was not true that
two rates of taxes existed for
shrimp cultivation lands. He

sald no lax system was in exis-

 for

at 4-10 pm Monday what was realised from the

shrimp cultivators was the
‘salami’ and not tax.
He sald the rate of salami

was raised IS5 per cent In
1988, He it was not based
on the rate,

He said reports on
caused to shrimp culttvation
had been received [rom

He said, the Finance
Minister had posed reduc-
tion of tax on white cement

on tar which is used by the

r.

Hossain also called for fix-
ing the rate of interest for
agricultural loan at five per
cent. He also criticised the

to announce the
Commission report for the
government employees and
new pay scales for the journal-

The Speaker then ad-
journed the House for the Asr
prayer.

As the House resumed its
sitting after the 25 minute —
Asr praycr break, the Speaker
gave the {loor to Salahyddin
Ahmad (BNP-Dhaka) to take
part in the discussion on bud-

get.

anti-autocratic
He said this
Sangsad had been tinted by the

blood of those "So, we
must be respectful to this
Parlament.” he said.
Speaking on the budget.
Ahmad said the Finance
Minister had offered a bal-
anced, realistic and people-
oriented budget for the nation.

Singling out the VAT sys-
term as a new inclusion in the
budget. he said that it would
have been wise had the new
system been i in some
arcas on experimental basis.
But. he said, the Finance
Minister had introduced it for
wider application

Salahuddin Ahmad said
that the Flnance Minister had
withdrawn the VAT from some
areas but, he added. "our VAT
objectives would have been
successfiul had it been with

drawn from the small indus-

tries.”

in this respect, the BNP
ﬂuuhiﬂn-:h’:.:;
VAT refrain from
“m

Listing various in
his : said
thltpﬂbhihmhu-

the Communications Minister
who visited Demra area and
saw the miserable condition of
communication there had al-
ready assured him of taking
due steps. He expected the
steps would be taken soon.
Speaking about the plan for
the construction of a part of
the ‘s flood pretection
embankment in his area, the
BNP member appealed to the
concerned minister to take
due step towards that end. He

Abdur Rouf
Speaking next, Abdur Roul
Miah (AL- Faridpur] paid

tributes to Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as the
"Greatest bangalee” of all times

Any further Ame

Following is the remaining
part of
Sunday's JS proceedings —

The House reassembled
aflter Maghreb prayer aL 7.42
pm with the Deputy Speaker
in the chair.

Salahuddin Quader

Rising on a point of arder.
Mr Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury (NDP-Chittagong)
wanted to know from the chair
about the fate of their amend-
ments to Constitution Bills. He
said their amendments were
not accepted by the Select
Committee.

The Deputy Speaker told
Mr Chowdhury that their doc-
uments were there and that
they would come up in due
course,

At this point, Mr Suranjit
Sengupta took the floor and
said there were seven bills
when they were sent to the
Select Committee, but now
they were placed today in the
form of only two bills. He said
there might be some valid
amendments to the
Constitution. If they at all
reached the committee or
otherwise not considered then
what had happened to them.

Shajahan Siraj

The Deputy Speaker gave
the floor to Mr 3|£ejal'nn Siraj
JSD-Tangail) who also wanted
to know from the chair
whether their amendments
had been considered by the
Select Commiittee.

Giving his ruling, the
Deputy Speaker told the House
that the amendments in ques-
tion had been submitted before
the Select Committee tabled
its report in the House. All the
seven Amendment Bills to the
Constitution had now been
placed in the form of two bills.

He said if any member of
the House found that any
amendment was necessary
then he could do so as per the
Rules of Procedure and it was
their right. He said the bills

come up in the House
Monday and if any amendment
was received from the member
then it could be discussed.

Sheikh Selim

At this point Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim wanted to know
from the chair what would be
the fate of his amendment for
;ecndlng the bills to elicit pub-

The Deputy Speaker told
the House that every member
had his own right in the

House.
Akbar Al

ting in the discus-
sfon on national budget .
Akbar Ali (BNP-Sirajganj)
thanked the Finance Minister
presenting the nation a
realistic budget. He said it was
the best of all budget for the
last 16 years.
Refuting the opposition
criticism, Mr All said the bud-

get had provided a sense of di-

‘essential items including

rection to improve the lot of
the people and revitalise the

national economy.

He said the aim of the bud-

ﬂ“s to buijd an economy,

from government control
and establish market-oriented
economy to bring dynamism in
the economic scenario of the
country. He said the Finance
Minister had tried to put the
economy on sound footing by
eradicating indiscipline cre-
ated during nine years of auto-
cratic rule.

Mr Ali said tax structure
had been reformed and com-
plexity removed.

Referring to indirect tax.
Mr Ali said tax rates had been
reduced on 30 items of essen-
tials so that people were bene-
fitted.

Thanking the Finance
Minister for presenting devel-
opment budget which is 22.50
per cent higher than the pre-
vious one, the BNP member
called for allocating more fund
for small and cottage industry
sector for mwbﬂ oppor-
tunity in the rural areas. He
said industrial estates should
be set up in all the upazilas of
the country.

Mr Ali suggested with-
drawal of VAT from equip-
ments for medical education.

Kazi Abdur Rashid

Participating in the budget
discussion, Kazi Abdur Rashid
(AL-Gopalganj) recalled the
struggle for independence led
by Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman whom he de-
scribed as the true lover of the
peasants. He reminded that it
was none other than this great
leader who had exempted land
revenue upto the ceiling of 25
bighas. Agricultural inputs
were made available in cheaper
rates due to his allention and
care for the peasants, Kazi
Rashid said, making a compar-
ison with what was happening
today.

Price hike has engulfed all
the
agri-inputs, he said. The dete-
rioration had been place
following 1975 since when
party-deserters took the reign
of power, he said.

The umnﬂlun member
also said t the budgetary
proposals under discussion
were nothing but the second
edition ol the last year's bud-
getary proposals made by the
autocratic regime. Thirty per
cent hike in the prices of
essentials had already oc-
curred following the presenta-
tion of the budget. He vehe-
mently criticised the intro-
duction of VAT proposal.

Kazi Rashid urged the gov-
ernment to give atiention to
the most neglected state of
condition prevailing in

nj where Bangabandhu
was rn. The autocratic
regime of Ershad never paid
any attention to . The
road communication is in bad
shape which required immedi-
ate altention, the Awami
League member said.

Concluding his speech the
opposition member urged all
members belonging the
Treasury as well as the
Opposition Bench to unani-
mously pass the historic
Constitution Amendment Bill
waiting before the House.

Fazlur Rahman

As Kazi Rashid concluded,
Treasury Bench member Fazlur
Rahman from Natore stood up
and to the remark of
the AL member saying that it
was unbecoming on his part to
say that party-deserters and
people having no integrity of
character had joined the re-
gion of power following the

change in 1975.
Matia Chowdhury

As he urged the chair to
expunge that part from the AL
members deliberation, Mrs
Matia Chowdhury (AL-Sherpur)
made an observation by recit-
ing a couplet suggesting that
since the observation made by
Kazi Rashid effectively hit
those party-descrters, the BNP
member Fazlur Rahman could
not help retorting in this
manner.

Mr Rahman quic re-
torted to what Hrukl{htia
Chowdhury had said adding
that she herself was non-
Awami Leaguer few years ago.
Mrs Matia Chowdhury replied
that she’' did not join the
Awami League during its hey-
:dlay but only stood by the AL

uring its rainy :

Fazlur Rﬂhmdﬂ:‘nnnt again
sought to take the floor which.
however, was not conceded by
the Deputy Speaker.

Mohammed Nasim

At this stage Awami
Parllamentary Party Chief
Mohammad Nasim (Serajgani)
drew attention of the chair
secking to know when _the
proposed steering commiflees
to help conduct the affairs of
the ministries would be set up.

Stressing the importance of
the committeces comprising
Sangsad members, Mr Nasim
said it would be treated as cur-
tailing of the rights of the
Sangsad members if the com-
mittees were not formed. He
wanted to know all about it
from the Treasury Bench Chief
Whip Khandaker Delwar
Hussain.

Mr Hussain assured the
chair that soon the process of
setting up of the House steer-
ing committees would be
completed soon, since the ex-
ercise on legislative matters,

the Constitution
Amendment Bill, kept them
busy, the committee could not
formed so

Since the exercise is over,
the Chief Whip said it would be
casier to setup the House
steering committees. He
sought cooperation of all

-members in this regard.

Workers' Party member
Rashed Khan Menon (Barisal)
wanted to know whether the

,Hﬂuﬂmlﬂhhupt_hldh-

Parliament

rtilisers, insecticides to impede agricul

to thetr solutions.
Zainal Abdin Farook
After he ted his

take leave
House and watch the
malch if he so destred.

Mirza Muraduzzaman

Speaking next, Mirza
Muraduzzaman (BNP

{

ndments to

cussion on law and order sit-
uation Monday.

The Deputy Speaker replied
in the negative. He then told
the Sangsad that now Humayun
Khan Panni, a member of the
panel of chairmen for the
House would preside over the
sitting. Panni then took over
the chair.

Lutfuzzaman

Participating in the -
sion Lutfuzzaman Babar (BNP-

Netrakona) strongly defended
the national budget for the fis-
cal 1991-92.

He said the budgetary mea-
sures would help improve the
growth rate.

He said certain quarters
had been making misleading
propaganda against the Value

Added Tax which, he added,
was a modern method of di-

rect taxation.
The BNP member said that

it was a common practice to

grammes. -

He said the BNP believed in
democracy and rule of law and
that was why it had a
bill to change the form of gov-
ernment.

low prices because the pro-
duces could not be sent to
larger markets outside for
communication problem.

king next Sirajul Islam
(BNP-Pabna) urged the opposi-
tion members to shun the path
of criticism for the sake of
criticism.

He said it was better to take
lessons from the past and put
in efforts to uphold truth for
the wellare of natfon.

Islam said it was not true
that the budget had been pre-

in a traditional manner

t the fact was that the criti-
cism of budget was traditional.

The BNP member stressed
the need for taking measures

r and he s
strict measures to
wastage and misuse of wealth
at all places,

Mr Islam referred to cor-
ruption in the administration
and pleaded for stern remedial
measures, -

The BNP member said an
amount of Taka two crore was

being spent annually for main-
taining navi ity in the
rivers in no re af-

hﬁdbytlnmg::td'
Farakka, which also affected

to the eeco
system in the soctalist accentuating
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bsidy on agri-
cultural implements in the
greater interest of the nation.

He said it was well-known
to all that Cox's Bazar
with the rest of the coastal
districts of the country had
been ravaged by the recent
devastating cyclone.

He said the Cox's Bazar arca
produces the country's re-
quirements of salt and save
about Taka 200 crore in for-
cign exchange. But he said it
was pity that the demand for
the exemption of salt loans
upto Taka five thousand along
with agricultural loans of stmi-
lar amount fell in the deaf ears

‘of the authorities. He reiter-

ated the demand for writing
off salt loans upto Taka five
thousand to give incentive to

the salt producers.

Harun Rashid Mollah

Taking the floor next,
Harun Rashid Mollah (BNP-
Dhaka) termed the pro
budget as people-oriented. He
said some dishonest business-
men were charging Value
Added Tax on items which
no VAT had been

Turning to the problems of
his area (Mirpur town) he said
although the area was
much a
Municipal Corporation ft
lacked many of its amenities.

He said some officials of the
housing settlement and touts
of the area were trying to grab
land in Mirpur area. He said

some dis persons were
also trying to encroach upon
. But, he said

land in
the real displaced persons

should be rehabilitate aflter

e N B

~ Taking part in the
discussion on the t, Abu
Bakr (Jamaat-N scoffed
at those who called the budget

of the Dhaka
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those who shed thetr blood for
the creation of the ’
The o ition member
said the of the autocratic
vernmenl should have
relief for the people
no such benefit had

high prices of the essentials.
Rahman said this
democratic government must
act in a manner so that
could between
representative rule and the
dictatorial rule. Otherwise, he
cautioned, people very impres-
sion about de vis-s-vis
autocracy would not be
He referred to the local
problems and demanded early
construction of the Jamuna
Bridge. ,
Latifur Rahman

Mr Mohammad Latifur
Rahman Unmt-Hnwabgnjl
said it was lamentable that dis-

campuses

's educational insti-
tution were under the grip of
total dislocation and law and
order situation deteriorate
throughout the country. |

Terming the present bud-
get as one that followed the

~ footsteps of the previous ones,

the Jamaat member said the

He said the budget should be
‘p_rcp.n:d keeping in mind the
uture of the posterity. The
Finance Minister, he said,
should try to exploft the do-

- mestic resources for making

the country sell-reliant in this
connection he said the gov-
ernment should make endeav-
ours for exploiting the coal
deposits found in the northern
region of the country.

Mr. Mosharrafl Hossain
(BNP-Barisal) termed the bud-
get as a balance one. He
thanked the Finance Minister

for presenting a budget aimed
at building I:gcﬂﬂ' future.

He said the BNP govern-
ment took power with the

regime.
Bitterly criticising the op-
nts of the Value Added
#‘: system.

Abu Abbas (BNP-
Netrakona) pleaded for inwvolv-
ing the local MPs in the im-
plementation of the
ment

programmes in
spective arcas.

theh-u-

Tu to local problems,
he called for developing the
communication system of
Netrakona distriet,

lack of quorum at 10.10 pm ull
4 pm Monday.
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Finance Minister had failed to
give any direction for future.
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Workers' Party member
Rashed Khan Menon then
stoodup and urged the

to hold the
after the Constitutional

by the House, /
Abdur Razzak
Speaking on the issue,
Abdur (BAKSAL-
Shariatpur) that the ac-
cepted the of the chatr.
He said the discussfon on

Rahman Nizami (Jamaat-
Pabna) said the S and
the Deputy er of the

Sheikh Selim -

 Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim
(AL-Madaripur) said the
Deputy er of the House
had assured that the discus-
sion on campus violence and
deterioration of law and order
situation would be held on any
day fixed by the chair. He said
the discussion could be held
on Saturday next.

Mohammad Nasim

on the issue, Chiefl
Whip of the Opposition
Mohammad Nasim (AL-
Sirajganfle said there was a
business adviséry committee
which could decide on which
day the issue would be dis-
cussed.

- Kh. Delwar Hossain

Chief Whip Khandakar
Delwar Hossain

the Speaker could call a
meet of the committee to
fix the day for discussion on
the fasue.
Giving his ruling, ut

a meet! of the commitiee
would be held to fix the date
for discussion on the issue.
Suspending the discussion, he
thereafter gave the floor to the
Law and Justice Minister to
move the 11th and 12th con-
stitution amendment bills for
consideration by the House.

Mirza Golam Hafiz

Law and Justice Minister
Mirza Colam Haflz moved the

constitution (eleventh
amendment) bill, 1991, and
the constitution (twelfth

amendment) bill, 1991, for the
ﬂlm'nmdinte consideration of
House.The House accepted
the bills for consideration. :
Incomplete



