- their 0-3 drubbing
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Lucky

10TH
ASIAN CLUB
CHAMPIONSHIP 'SO

COCA.COLA CUP
Afzal H Khan

Defending champions
Liaoning Provineial Football
Chub of China lived to fight an-
other day when they salvaged a
point with a late equaliser in
their Group A match against
Al-Nasr Club of Oman at the
Dhaka Stadium.

Taking the ficld for the first
time since the 10th Asian Club
Cup football championships for
the Coca Cola Cup got under:
way last Friday, the defending
champs, an automatic pre-
tournament favourites along
with Iranian champion side
Esteghlal Club, gave a disap-
pointing performance and

must consider themselves ex-
tremely lucky to have shared a
point.

A sparse crowd, around a
couple of thousand at the
most. must have been rather
surprised to see the Omanis,
who played so poorly during
at the
" hands of Indonesia’s Pelita
. Jaya last Saturday, dictating
the terms after having taken a
30th-minute lead. The Chinese
pushed for the equaliser,
especially in the second half,
but found scoring impossible
until just twelve minutes from
time. The desperation in the
Chinese camp was all too evi-
dent.

Yet the Chinese started the
game in a better manner than
their opponents. -

Sun Wei tested the Al-Nasr

per with a thunderous
volley early in the fifth minute
and Haroun Amur Hamed
manning the Omani post had
to call upon all his skills to
make a brillilant save with a
punch that kept the ball out.

Again in the 22nd minute
Xu Hul, combining well to cre-
I.l.l: a good Chinese move,

nfd East a couple of de-
ut after nearing his

target attempted a feeble plac-
ing instead of slamming the
ball hard into the net. Goalie
Haroun Hamed was equal to
the occasion and cullﬂrtcd

quite easily. It was a golden
chance wasted by the Lhmw
forward.

Things then remained q-uitl:
unexciting for a few minutes

Liaoning stay in race |

were beaten 0-3 by Indonesia’s R

until the Omanis shocked the
Chinese by taking the lead in
the 30th minute.

Theé Omanis ecarned a
corner kick on the right which
was Immediately followed by a
free-kick from the same area.
Omar Mohammed, taking the
free-kick, to create a
melee in front of the Chinese
goalmouth and Mohammad
AlH, their left-winger, was al
hand to push the ball into the

Chinese net past a helpless
ﬁl‘h Zhao Fa-Qing. Alli's left-

ted groUndcr patkcd ﬂ Iut

minute of the second session
when the reigning cup holders
got their cherished reward. Ma
Lin sent a square pass to sub-
stitute Gao Xu about ten me-
tres from the Omani box. The
latter, who had come on in
place of Huang Chong, then
vindicated his goach by rifling
the ball home from just inﬂdc
the box after beautifully
ing past last defender Abdu
Nabi Arafa (1-1).

But still the Omanis nearly

pulled of an upset win, substi-
tutr Faiz tham - pow'crful

Pelita Jaya. On the otherhand,
Liaoning need only draw with
Pelita on Wednesday to go
through to the semifinals. Only
a defeat for Lisoning at Pelita’s
hands a margin of more
than three goals will give the
Omanis a passage into the
semis. That looks a distant
dream,

There were four ytlluw
cards handed down hy
Lankan reflereg
Abeywansa, two Eauh ur
Ltﬂﬂnlng and Al-Nasr,

':'-,.,.. ] 4 'a:-.;;"l"-\: "1:.

Al-Nasr and Liaoning booters try to get possession of the ball in yesterday's lone match of the

Asian Club Cup championship at Dhaka Stadium. The match ended one-all.

of power.

The goal stunned the
crowd, as much as it did the
Chinese players themselves.

The second hall started
with the Chincse once again
sceking desperately the
equaliscr. A series of attacks by
either side failed to alter the
status quo until in the 33rd

shot from the top of the box
being parried for a corner by

goalte Zhao Fa-Qing just two
minutes from the final whistle.

The result virtually sealed
Al-Nasr's fate in the seven-
team tournament. giving them
a solitary point from their two
robin-league games in the
three-team Group A. They

— Star photo
TODAY'S MATCHES

Bangkok Bank vs April 25
(5.00 pm)

Mohammedan SC
Esteghlal Club (7.00 pm)

WEDNESDAY'S MATCH

Pelita Jaya vs Liaoning FC
(6.00 pm)

vs

CANTERBURY,
L3 July 22 Phil

Simmons sel

himselfl up for the

fastest century of

the English
scason when he hammered an
unbeaten B8] off 580 balls
against Kent on Suanday,
reporis Heuler

The tall West Indies
opener, whose attacking style
has brought him Mtile success
in the Test secries against
England. flayed 17 fours off the
Kent attack.

West Indics ended the sec-
ond day of the malch
at Canterbury on 113 for two
in their second innings., 176
ahead

When play resumes today
Simmons will have a forther
23 deliveries 1o beat the B83-

with the help of 11 bound-
aries, but his hopes of a cen-
tury before the close faded
when he was dended the strike
iurnwhﬂc by partner Brian

Having scored 77 in the
first innings, Stimmons appears
to have guaranteed his place in
the fourth Test against
England at Edghaston starting

PHIL SIMMONS

Earlier, Neil Taylor cele-
brated his 32nd birthday with
a high-class 138 to rescue
Kent after they had slumped w0
56 for four in reply to the tour-
ing team's 310 for seven de
clared.

Fltri:k F-tl,nrmn

missed the second and third
lests because of a calfl strain.

confirmed his return to full
fitness by quickly removing
openers Trevor Ward and
Simon Hinks on his way to fig-
ures of four for 70 from 20
OVErs.

But Taylor held firm for 270
minutes and was undefeated
when Kent declared at 247 for

Meanwhile, another Reuter
report adds: Lancashire, four
for four then 36 for seven,
staged a remarkable recovery
against Middlesex to go top of
the English Sunday ericket

league.

A modest target of 144
looked way Lancashire
as paceman rman Cowans

skitiled their batting

Cowans took six for nine but
still finished a loser as an
eight-wicket stand of 105 be-
tween Warren Hegg (47 not
out) and lan Austin (48] turnmed
defeat into a two-wicket tri-

umph.

Long-time leaders
Nottinghamshire lost by five
runs to Northamptonshire.

Wayne Larkins, back afler a

Simmons savages Kent attack

two-month injury absence, hit
63 to lay the foundations for
Northamptonshire's 202.

England captain Graham
Gooch equalled Gordon
Greenidge's record of 11
lcague centuries with 1-7 to
lcad Essex to a 30-run victory
over Somerset.

Gooch's runs came off 102
balls while Somerset's reply
was spearhecaded by opener
Jimmy Cook with 93 off 99
balls.

Another captain to lead by
example was Martyn Moxon.
His unbeaten 129 set up
Yorkshire's crushing eight-

w-irh.tt SUCCCRs m'rr Surﬁ

T‘Im Cur'ul and Australian
Tom Moody set a lcague bat-
ting record In
Worcestershire's seven-wicket
win over G

The prolific uprncrl have

now scored | 038 together
this seaso. heating the previ-
ous besi 'w Yorkshire's
Geofl 1. wii and John
Hampshir T

Curtis (565, and Moody (58]

put on 111 and Worcestershire
their 231 target with
five balls lefi. .

SHEFFIELD. Eng

land, Ju 22:
China's

swimmers demo-
nsirated
"-

took her second individual
title on Sunday. reports

the night and ave her
World Championship by
teammate Zhuang Yong

crowd down the final lap and
wnhylhmﬂﬂnhnﬂhuf
the pool in 15 minutes 15.30
scconds. Jeﬂeljrﬂrq
took silver winning

first heat of the final
The Chinese women's

 Li's golden hat-trick

of the 13 ll'.ltllvidu.ll events |
while the American men and
women collected most medals
overall, ta home 31, In-
six golds.
Lin, world champion at 200
and 400 metres individual
mediecy. added t}:mh-rh
stroke te her games col
lrcthn.:fdduuhb individual
medley gold and 200 mete
breaststroke silver.
Wang winner of the 100
butterfly and silver medallist in
the 100 | le last week,
to victory

almost
rmn:l:lh s 200

butterfly. She also won a relay
#old |

ﬁn Chinese record holder
silver medallist In the 100

butterfly at January's World
Cl'-mphnll'dpl won in two
minutes 10.76 seconds, with
Japan's Yumiko Ichioka second
in 2:14.30.

Quab Hong world 100 me-
tres butterfly champion and a
silver medallist here this
week, fafled to for the
200 final but won the consola-
tion race.

Olympic silver medallist
Yang. only fourth in the 50
metres [reestyle at January's
World Championships broke
the Games record of 26,24
seconds in the morming heats
with a time of 26.03 second.

Helped by an excellent start
in the final, she lowered the
mark to 26.92 but was still al-

|

‘create

i

i

3 more national
marks go by board

Three more national
records were tumbled

day — the third day of the in-
ter-service and wa-
ter polo championship now in
progress at the Naval
Headquarters Complex:
ﬂimnﬂng pool at Banani, re-

mﬂwﬂdlr Abdul Mannan of

the Army team improved na-
tional record in m:n back
stroke clocking 2 min 27.61
secs. The earlier record in the
event was 2 min 30.75 secs.

Ban h Army team also
national record in
4x100 m freestyle relay. They
took 3 min 53.06 secs while
the previous record in the
event was 3 min 55.8]1 secs.

In 100m freestyle Havildar
Shamsul Islam, also of the
Army, set the last national
record swimming the distance
in 57.57 secs while the previ-
ous record in the event was

67.84 secs.
Meanwhile, in the medals
the hosts Navy

7 gold, 7 silver and 2
hmm medals were in luding

position. They were closely fol- .

lowed by Army with 6 gold, 6
silver and 7 bronze medals.

Fernandez loses to
Fairbank in final

NEWPORT, July 22 : M
Joe Fernandez struggled wi IK
the high temperatures in los-
ing to Rosalyn Fairbank-
Nideffer in the finals of the
Virginia Slims Hall of Fame
Invitational on and was
hospitalized briefly for heat
exhaustion, reports AP.

Fernandez, the world's
sixth-ranked player and a
member of the US entry in
this week's Federation Cup,
lost 1-8, 7-5, 6-0 to Fairbank-
Nideffer, 12 years her senfor
at 31.

Temperatures were in the
90s F (30s C) as Fernandez was
treated for heart exhaustion
during and after the match and

-Ilrull'ledbypnrlnndic:tn
Newport Hospital
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Argentina win Copa America

SANTIAGO, Chile,
July 22: World
LCup runners-up
Argentina, show-

hout Maradona, defeated
Colombfa. 2-1 in the Copa
America finals on Sunday to
become South American
soccer champions, reports
Reuter,

Defending champions Brazil
beat Chile 2-0 in an earlier

| match to take second place in

the 10-nation tournament,
with host Chile third.
Fielding only three World

Argentine team pt Oscar Ruggeri hio

Cup holdoveris, Argentina
played rapid offi:nsive football
that won them slix out of seven
matches with jufst one draw.
Powered in| midfield by
Rodriguez, Argetitina Pounded
Colombia in the’ first half with
attacks by Worki Cup forward
Caniggia and |3oca Juniors
striker Batistutd,, the fourna-
ments top scdrer with  six

goals.

© Simeone |headed in
Argentina's [irs|. goal in the
10th minute n a centre by

left-wing Basudfiddo who re-
ceived a pass ffom Rodriguez
the squad's oulstanding

is the Copa

America trophy aloft on July 21 after leading his side to a
2-1 win over Colombia at Chile's national stadium in .

Santiago.

— AFP photo

Ifcrnu wﬂm.t

Batistuta clear into the ar:a
and the long-haired strikier
beat goalkeeper Higuita witk, a

powerful low klnk for
Argenum- second goal in the

Nuentinl settled baclk in
the second half and Colombia
took the mitiative after two
changes, Redin for Rincon and
Valenclano for Usuriaga, in-
jected life into their attack.

A pass by Redin allovsed de
Avila to score from the erige of
the area in the 69th.

Colombia kEP{ up prizssure
on Argentina in t ¢ losing
minutes of the game, but failed
to equalise, stopped tirne and

again by fullback Ruggeri and
goalkeeper Govcoechesa, both
World Cup holdovers.

A draw would havi: made
Brazil champions on gioal dif-
ference.

Brazil lost 3-2 o Awrgentina
on Wednesday and coach Paulo
Roberio Falcao, a 1982 World
Cup semi-finalist, has come
under pressure to resign after
his squad's r perforrnance
in its first o tournament.

Sports commentators
praised Argentina coach Alfio
Basile for a solid team
with new talent to fill the gap
left by Maradona, who was
banned from internati onal soc-
cer until July 1992 for fafling a
dope test in March.

The fallen star was later ar-
rested for cocaine possession.

Argentina : (Goycoehea,
Basualdo, Vasque:z, Ruggeri
(Captain), Altamirano, Franco,
Astrada, Simeon«:, Rodriguez

Colombia : Higuita. Cabrera,
Escobar, Perea, Osorio,
Alvarez, Pimentel, Rincon
(Redin), Valdrerama. De Avila,
Usuriaga (Valenciano).

STANDINGS

Final s after matches

on Sunday (Tabulate under

layed. won. drawn, lost, goals
E) goals against, points) :
ﬂrgenttnt 3

2 0O 5 3 6
3 2
Ehllt 3 0
3 0

1
0
2
1

Capﬁatl sinks Seles at Pathmark

MAHWAH, New Jersey, July
22 : Monica Seles took five
weeks off from work and paid
the price Sunday when she
lost the Pathmark Tennis
Classic, reports AP.

Seles was beaten by
Jennifer Capriati 6-3, 7-5 in a

Off to England

MAHWAH, New Je Ju
22 : Jennifer Cuprilm z
to England on Sunday night to
represent the United States at
the Federation Cup with her
confidence soaring after beat-
ing Monica Seles at Pathmark
tennis classic exhibition tour-
nament., reports Reuter.

"It feels very good to beat
the No. 1 player,” said the
10th ranked Capriati. who had
lost to Seles in last year's
French Open semifinals and in
the quarter-finals this year at
Key Biscayne, fla. "It gives you
confidence for the next time
you play.”

Seles repeated that her
withdrawal from the
Federation Cup starting today
in Nottingham, England was
based on an assessment that
she would be taking a risk

a strenuous s and
doubles scheduled in the week

long intermational team com-
petition.

70-minute match that clearly
showed the No ] player is far
from being in top form.

Seles was broken five times
in 10 seérvice games. Her shots
lacked crispness and she said
she didn't seem to have her
usual court quickness.

The 15-year-old Capriati
played almost flawless tennis

in handing the 17-year-old

Seles her first defeat since she
dropped the final of the Italian
Open to Gabriela Sabatini.

Seles simply played like a
player who had missed the last
5 1/2 weeks with a stress
fracture in her left leg, the

same injury that caused her to
withdraw from Wimbledon un-
expectedly and that is keeping
her out of this week's
Federation Cup, also in
England.

"l didn't expect a lot out of

myself coming in here,” Seles
sajid. "l really didn't want to
put any pressure on the leg.”

Scles sald she wasn't sure
she would have been able to

play a third set Sunday on the

court at Ramapo College,
where the temperature
reached 102 degrees

Fahrenheit (39 Celsius). She
had been extended to three
sets by Kathy Rinaldi in
Saturday night's semifinal.

Capriati didn't let her. She
tnded a string of seven con-
secutive breaks of service by
both players in :the 1l1th
game, getting a lucky roll on a
shot off the top of the net to
grab a 6-5 llead.

"After | lost serve three
times in a row | was hoping to

JENNIFER CAPRIATI

get just one more chance.”
said Capriati. who beat Seles
for the first time in three
matchep. "l just wanted to get
my first serve in the next
game."

Capriati didn't on the first
point, but an unforced error by
Seles gave her a 15-0 lead. A

wide backhand and a long ser-
vice return gave Capriati three
match points. Btlcs quickly
complied by netting -a back-

hand on her next service re-
tum.

Capriati had the only ser-
vice break in the first set,
breaking Seles in the fourth
game to take a 3-1 lead. Seles’
unforced error on a backhand
set up the break point and
Capriati followed with a back-
hand winner.

Seles had a chance to get
back in the set with two break
points in the ninth game. But
Capriati saved both and even-
tually won the set when Seles
hit a return long.

"l fell pretty good.”
Capriati, who received a six-
figure appearance fee for play-
ing in the 28-player clhlhltit}n
and added dlrs 30.000 for

"I thought | played
well.”

Ca said she did not see
any difference in the way Scles

played compared to their first
two mectings. She seemed an-
noyed at the insinuation her
victory was tainted because she
beat a sub-par Seles. who got a
reported dirs 200.000 appear-
ance fec to play here.

“You go out and play.” -
said. "You're not supposed )

winning.

MAHWAH, July 22:
In just one month,
Monica Seles has

from princess
to problem child,

reports AP.
she dropped out of

First,
Wimbledon with leg injuries

and mysteriously disappeared
for ﬂ'w: weeks. Upon .her re-

turm, the |7-year-old pulied
out of the Federation Cup and
pardized here chances to

to somebody even younger.
And, she said, if her match
against |5-year-old Jennifer
Capriati lasted
might have

"1 didn’t expect

Capriati in the Pt;thm-rh
Tennis Classic final. ~1

Natun Kuri win big
Rampura Natun Kuril

routed Golam Mostafa
in

g
]

1]
:
4

it
1

i

i
f

1
1

Ripon

[

stress fracture in her left leg
She had a tougher-than-ex-

pected semifinal match Friday
rﬂdﬂ nst Kathy Rinaldi and
did not loock in top form
against Capriatl.

Seles was fined dirs 20,000
by the Women's Tennis
Association on Sunday for par-
ticipating in a non-sanc
exhibition too close to a regu-
lar event. The fine follows one
of dirs 6,000 by the WTA last
month for her withdrawal from
Wimbledon. Pathmark classic
tournament director John
Kroff said he would appeal
Seles’ fine and that he would

: 's fine for the same
, dirs 2,500,

The Federation Cup begins

Monday in Nottingham,

rtedly re-
ppur

hhi whore
cetved dirs 200
ance fee, was broken

ITUTmhRT Germany.
22 : Wimbledon

| Stich won hia second
Orand Prix tournament in two
weeks when he recovered
from & poor start to beat

in 10 service games. Her
shoots lacked their usual
crispryess and she didn't have
her usual court quickness. She
even guestioned hersell as to

MON lﬂhm

Stich wms another GP title

Boris

Pecker and 1» now ranked
third in the world.

Stich had a wretched start
against the Argentine Davis

18 minutes he

whether she could continue if
the match went to a third set
in the 102 F(39 C) heat

"It would have been hsard.”
she said. "It would have been
physically hard for me to take-
the second set.”

Capriati didn't let it reach a
third set. She ended a string of
seven consecutive service
breaks by getting a hacky roll
on a shot off the tap of the net
in the | 1th game to gvab a 6-5
lead.

Seles said world rankings
played a part in her decision to
skip the Federation Cup.

“The San Diege tournament
and the rankings are coming
up and that's the most impor-
tant thing to me.” Seles said,
referring to the Maada Classic
that begins July 29. "1 don't
think it would be good for me

to play in the Fed Cup, and

may be getting hurt again -

second set when, with his
serve and concentration re-
turning. he broke Mancini to
pull level at 4:4.

Stich. who won three tie-
breaks toe beat former
Wimbledon champton Stefan
Edberg in the Wimbledon
scmifinal two weeks ago. then
outscored Mancini 11-9 to
take the second set tie-break.

The demoralised Mancini
appeared to tire as Stich then
showed the form which car-
ried him to victory at
Wimbledon casily winning the
third and fourth sets,

Stich sarned 135,000 dal-
lars while Muncind got 74 600



