Participants

Dhaka Mohammedan
Hasan Kanan,
Bashar Tuhin,
Barun Bikash Dewan,
Kaiser Hamid,
Jewel Rana,
Md Slahuddin,
Abul Hossain (Abul),
Md Zakir Hossain,
ed Rumman bin-Wali
Imtaiz Ahmed Naquib,
Mamoon Hossain Joarder,
Mahbub Hossain Roxy,
Saiful Bari Tito,
Gholam Ghaouse,
Mustagim Wajed,
Mizanur Rahman,
Samrat Hossain Emily.
Khan,
and
Ahsunullah Montu.

April 25 (D P R Korea )
Kim-Chung
Kim Yong-Ho
Ryu Gwang-Chol
Sung Chol-U
Chong Jong-Jin
Kim Sang-Gil
Li Ryong-Chol
Yun Gwang-Ju
Kong Mun-Chol
An Jae-Hyok
Kang Jong-Chol
Pak Myog-Hon
Choi Won-Nam
Kim Yun-Chol (captain)
L4 Chang-Gyu
Li Won-Chil
Choi Chol-So

~ Esteghlal Club (Iran)
Hamad Reza Abeozadeh
Abbas Sarkhab

Shahin Bayani Ashtiani (captain)
Shahroukh Bayani Ashtiani
Abdul All '
Jafar Mokhtarifar

Iman Alemi

Abdul Samad Marfavi
Gholam Reza Nalchesar
Arcashir Ghalenoei

Harry Susanto
Rully Nere
Kamaluddin

| Made Pasck Wijaya

Tias Tono Taufik/Dandan
Kunardi

Darmansyah /Powan Ngadi

Liaoning FC (China)

Zhao FA Qing

Li Zheng

Dong Li Qlang

Li Qtang

Gao Xu

Xu Tao

Ma Lin

Fu Yu Biqg

Sun Wel

Tang Yao Bong
Fu Bo

Huang Chong

Tang Le Pu

Lu Dong

Sun Ming Yun

Liu Ming Hut

Wang Jiong

Xu Hud .
Bangkok Bank Sports Club
Somkiat Passajanir
Siripong Sirirat
i Sme
C

Danchaj Vichaidit
Nnataprcicha Kamhaeng
Sumet Ekmpon

Anan Pumng%apwm
Wirote Kitkure
Navapung Buathong
Bonserm S
Prakasit
Ittiphol Pimvong
Amarit
Boonpob Prapruk
Rattana Uppara

. Prawat Wongoindum
Nakorn Supakgul
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10TH ASIAN CLUB CUP FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP, DHAKA
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Football feast begins today

Afzal H.Khan with S.M.Mamoon

The final round of the 10th
Asian Club Cup football cham-
plonship kicks ofl at five this
afternoon with local hopes
Dhaka Mohammedan Sporting
taking on Bangkok Bank Club
in the meet opener.

Foreign Minister ASM

Rahman, who is also
the chairman of the tourna-
ment organising committee,

will formally inaugurate the
seven-nation, eleven-day tour-

In the other opening day
fixture, the champion Iranian
side Esteghlal Club will meet
the April 25 Club of Nerth
Korea. That match starts at
7.00 pm.

Seven national champions
of Asia — PS Pelita Jaya of
Indonesia, FC of China
and Al-Nasr Club of Oman be-
ing the other teams in the fray

— will be vying for the honour
of being dubbed the champion
club of the t continent.

They are split into two equal
groups with the top two fin-
ishers in each cluster qualify-
ing for the semifinals, sched-
uled for 26 and 27 July. The
final is billed for 7.00 pm on
29 July, with the third-place
deciding play-off preceding it
in the afternoon.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will give away the
trophies as chiefl guest after
the final.

LATE WITHDRAWAL

The original field of eight
teams was reduced to seven at
the very last minute with the
late withdrawal of Al-Ramatha
Club," the Jordanian champi-
ons.
Al-Ramathg, who had
carned their place in the
championship finals only after
the Iraqi champions Al-Rashid
were debarred from participat-
ing follo Iraq’'s suspension
by FIFA in wake of the Gulf

crisis, informed BFF through a
telex Wednesday night of their
non- ipation. Al-Ramatha
had finished second behind Al-
Rashid in the zonal gqualifiers.
According to Peter
Velappan. the AFC Secretary
who arrived yesterday to
attend the opening eeremony,

yesterday afternoon.

the Jordanian club’s action will
be reviewed at the next
executive committee meeting
of the AFC in Kuala Lumpur.
According to Velappan, both
Al-Ramatha and the Jordanian
Football Association could face
punitive measures for the late
decision not to participate.
Needless to say, the pull out
by Al-Ramatha, who were
placed in Group A along with
Liaoning FC, Pelita Jaya and Al-

Nasr Club, will necessitaie a
revision of the tournament
fixture and cause considerable

inancial loss for the
organisers.
BFF will not only lose gate

money for the lessening of the
fixture by three matches, it

will also lose royalty from TV

R T o rne

Booters of Iranian champions Esteghlal Club after their practice at Dhaka

coverage to the tune of Taka
1.5 lakh and another sizable
sum in foreign exchange be-
cause the Omani Television
had been interested in taking
live coverage of all their
matches, including one against
Al-Ramatha.

Also, the BFF may be forced
to revise the rates of tickets,
which have been fixed keeping
in mind a double match pro-
gramme daily, except the

The crowd pullers

Sports Reporter

Dhaka  Mohammedan
Sporting Club, a legendary
name in the country's sporting
arena, is flying the Bangladesh

banner in the seven-team
Asian Club Cup football cham-
pionship.

One of the Titans of local
football, along with Abahani
Krira Chakra and, to a lesser
degree, Brothers Union, Dhaka
Mohammedans ecarned their
right to represent Bangladesh
in the meet by virtue of having
won the Federation Cup tour-
nament.

. Y
v  KAISER HAMID

* Mohammedans' road to the
final round took them past the
champion Maldivian side,
Lagoon Club, whom they
drubbed 5-0, and the Indian
Federation Cup champions
Salgaocar Club of Goa whom
they bedt 2-1 in Dhaka last
year in the zonal qualifying
rounds.

Mohammedans go into this
tournament with a team that
possesses a fine blend of ex-
perience and youth. Made up
entirely of local talent,
Mohammedans have an expe-
rienced defence manned by
national starts Syed Hassan
Kanon in goal, central de-
fender Kaiser Hamid, the cap-
tain, Imtiaz Sultan Johnny and
Abul Hossain who remain ef-
fective te the years.

The midfield and attack is
made up almost totally of

Although established on
June 26, 1972 the premier
football . e¢lub from the
Democratic People's Republic
of Korea (North Korea, in
common parlance) prefers to
call itself by the more defini-
tive name of April 25.

The rather unconventional
name commemorates t(hat
historic date in 1932 when a
band of patriotic Koreans
(united, then) had formed a
national resistance against the

promising youngsters, led by
the effervescent Rumman bin-
Wali Shabbir, the slim fleet-
footed winger, and the prolific
Imtiaz Ahmed Naquib who has
not only scored freely in the
recent Asian Group D Olympic
qualifiers in Seoul and Kuala
Lumpur but also become a
more confident and polished
finisher.

Given the home ground ad-
vantage and the benefit of full-
throated support of a vocal,
partisan crowd, there is every
possibility that the side will

e

NASSER HEGAZI

perform at an encouraging
level. According to one senior
club official. Mohammedans
hope to make the semifinals.

For the first time in their
long, long history, the tradi-
tional black-and-whites will
don jersies of a different
colour during the course of
this meet. According to the
FIFA rules, every team must
get two sets of jersies ap-
proved by the tournament
committee. Mohammedans

have chosen a combination of -

green shirts-white shorts-
green socks in addition to
their trademark white shirts-
black shorts-white socks outfit.

The arrival of Iranian coach
Nasser Hegazi on the eve of
the tourney, club officials
hope, will inspire the team to
give of their best.

1| fiers,

Third-timers in

Established nearly thirty
years ago, Bangkok Bank Club |
is one of the leading teams of
Thailand. A club with rich re-
sources, Bangkok Bank has
won the Thai national champi-
onship no less than eight
times and are currently placed
third in this year's league.

This is their third trip to
Dhaka, having earlier partici-
pated in the Aga Khan Gold
Cup in 1977 and in 1980 when
they won the Aga Khan Gold
Cup as joint champions along
with Brothers' Union.

The 22-member squad
which arrived last Tuesday,
comprises 18 players and four
officials. Panthong Smudrap-
rabhut is the team leader while |
Chatchai Phaholphaet is the
coach.

There are seven promising
youngsters in the squad who
represented their country in
the Asian Group D Barcelona
Olympic qualifiers in Seoul and
Kuala Lumpur over the last two
months. In the two-leg quali-
the Thais beat
Bangladesh 3-2 in Seoul and 4-
0 in Kuala Lumpur. The aver-
age age of the team is between
22 and 23 years, which should
augur well for the future.
There are also two national
players in the squad.

Speaking at a press briefing
yesterday morning, team
leader Panthong Smudrapra-
bhut, who is a vice president of
the Bangkok Bank as well as
the Thai Football Federation,
said his team had very little
notice to prepare for the Asian
Club Cup tournament. He said
despite the fact that a majority
of his players are tired after
the Olympic qualifiers, in
which Thailand finished
second behind South Korea,
they had agreed to take part in L
the Dhaka meet in order to
prepare for the forthcoming
Queen's Cup tournament,

scheduled to start in Bangkok
August 15.

April blossom fro

Sports Reporter

"ananenl: occupation.

Since its founding, April 25
has won the national champi-
onship 16 times in 18 years,
virtually enjoying a monopoly
by shutting out its rivals.

The 2]1-member squad
which arrived Wednesday in-
cludes seven players who rep-
resented their country in the
Asian Games in Beijing last
year. Besides, eight other play-
ers who play for the club,
could not make the present

trip because of their involve-
ment with the national team.
In 1988, April 25 had lost
by a solitary goal to Dhaka
Mohammedans in the Asian
Club Cup second round quali-
fiers held in Pahang, Malaysia.
Once again the sides find
themselves in the same group.
Kim Yun Chol is the captain
of the side while another Kim

(there are half a dozen of them
in the squad) — Kim Jong Min

=

— is the head coach -

semifinals.

The tournament is being
hosted the Ban esh
Football Federation were

granted the championshi
the Asian Foot

by
all

Confederation (AFC) after orig- -

inal hosts Malaystia backed out
last April.

Stadium
— Star phoeto

The AFC has nominated all
the key personnel for a smooth
conduct of the meet. including
the chairman of the disci-
plinary committee, the refer-
ees’ in-charge, and a panel of
six international referees who
all hold FIFA badges.

A team of local referees will
be involved as linesmen and
time-keepers.

The present finals, which
should have been held last

year, were delayed because of
the Gulf crisis.

DELAY AND CONFUSION

Meanwhile, al the
BFF officials are confident of
their ability to successfully
conduct the tournament. many
questions remained
unanswered till late last night.
For one thing, the tickets
which are supposed to go on
sale at the Stadium counters
and from the branches of
Agrani Bank from today, had
still not arrtved from the
printers. The press and duty
passecs will be issued sometime
today

The press box. the radio
and TV commentary boxes
were still not .

Although the BFF managed
to rope in a sponsor at the very
last minute with Tabanl

Beverage Company. a unit of
the Muktijoddha Kallyan Trust
agreeing to pay Taka 10 lakh,
the deal ran into a snag with
the sponsors insi that the
trophy be called the Coca Cola
Cup, a proposition the AFC is
not too keen to accept. As {f
this were not enough. further
problems were created when
Coca Cola Incorporated. USA,
insisted that the sponsorshi

money should be shared by

its licensed bottlers In the
country, and not just by Tabani
Beverages alone. More than
one company holds franchise
rights in Bangladesh. In the
end. in all probability, the
nomenclature of the champi-
onship and the trophy will re-
main the Asian Club Cup
Championship.

BUDGET

Before Al-Ramatha's with-
drawal, the organisers had
drawn up a budget of nearly 44
lakh taka. The BFF hoped to

earn almost dquble that
See Page7 Col 8
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Liaoning Provincial

THE ROLL OF HONOUR
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n Duewoo Royais PC Ab-Abl Chib
(Korea Repubilic) (Smudi Arabia)
n Yomburt PC Al-Hitlal PC
[y [Smudi Asrnitia)
Ad-Hanhee! Sc |
(lrag)
n Limoning FC Nissan FC
(China PR) |- Jpany
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Group B
Dhaka Mohammedan

P

team (China) SC (Bangladesh)

PS Pelita Jaya Esteghlal Club (Iran)
(Indonesia) April 25 (DPR Korea)
Al-Nasr Club Bangkok Bank SC
(Oman) (Thailand)
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